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Intro and background 

This is an iphone.  Created by Apple Computers.  Last week, Steve Jobs, the man who started the company that built 

amazing technology like this, died.  He was a man with ideas that really did change our world.  In 2005 he made a 

speech to Stanford university graduates, and spoke about death after being diagnosed with Pancreatic Cancer: 

“When I was 17, I read a quote that went something like: "If you live each day as if it was your last, someday you'll most certainly be right." It 

made an impression on me, and since then, for the past 33 years, I have looked in the mirror every morning and asked myself: "If today were 

the last day of my life, would I want to do what I am about to do today?" And whenever the answer has been "No" for too many days in a row, I 

know I need to change something. 

Remembering that I'll be dead soon is the most important tool I've ever encountered to help me make the big choices in life. Because almost 

everything — all external expectations, all pride, all fear of embarrassment or failure - these things just fall away in the face of death, leaving 

only what is truly important.” 

Steve was right – the reality of death for each of us helps us to focus on what is truly important.  And that can be 

very different for each of us.  But what was important to Steve Jobs, is different to what was important to the 

apostle Paul.  As Paul is writing this letter, he’s about to face death.  He’s locked in a prison cell, somewhere in Rome 

about 66AD, during the persecution of Emperor Nero.  Eventually, he will be beheaded by the Romans. 

So in this situation, you can imagine that Paul is at a stage of his life where he’s focussing on what’s really important.  

And he’s writing to Timothy, a young minister, at a time when the church is in trouble.  Christians are being 

persecuted and many are turning away from their faith.  So today we look at just two of the important things Paul 

says to Timothy in these opening words of his letter. 

 1. Fan into flame 

First of all, from verse 6, Paul says to Timothy: 

“…I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God,” 

At a time when God’s church is under so much pressure, Timothy is encouraged to be bold with his gifts - to fan 

them into flame.  So think about the way you build a fire: You start with a few little sticks and slowly add heavier 

sticks and then logs, the whole time blowing air onto the fire, feeding it with oxygen to help it burn.  That’s how a 

fire grows – air.  You fan the flames, helping it breathe. 

And what Paul says to Timothy is “do this with the gifts God has given you!”  Fan into flame your gifts, because God’s 

Spirit isn’t timid, or fearful or apprehensive.  God’s Spirit is bold and powerful!  And WE should be bold with what 

God has given us. 

And although Timothy’s gifts may be different to us, these words still apply to us.  Maybe you have the gift of 

preaching, or leading, or music, or hospitality, administration, healing, praying, evangelism,… whatever gifts God has 

given you, whether it’s leading a church or sharing your faith or practicing hospitality, fan them into flame.  Give 

them oxygen – give them room to grow.  It’s easy to hide our gifts, to keep them small and “manageable”.  But as 

Paul faces death at the end of his ministry, you can see his perspective here.  “This is it!”  There is no more time 
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apart from this life!  God gives us gifts to serve him in this world, and you only get THIS TIME, this ONE life, to use 

those gifts. 

Just think about the work God has for us to do on this earth.  Here it is… and he’s given his church all the gifts they 

need to do this work.  Now, what if we say: “Well, I’m just going to keep my gifts small.  Keep them to a minimum.  

I’m a bit apprehensive”.  Then how does this work get done?  We are not to be timid.  We are not to HOLD BACK 

using the gifts God gives us.  We are to do the opposite – to fan them into flame – to feed them! And as they grow, 

we may find ourselves doing MORE for God.  And we may be afraid of that – because maybe we don’t want to do 

“too much”. 

But verse 8 says two things: 

1. Don’t be ashamed. 

2. Rely on God’s power. 

Satan has a great weapon.  The weapon of distraction!  Satan loves for us to be distracted by the things of this world 

so we don’t’ have the space or time in our lives to fan into flame God’s gifts.  Satan likes to see us overwhelmed with 

worldly things, so we have to limit our use of God’s gifts.  Because that keeps our fire small when we squeeze God 

into the gaps in our week, when we leave no room for God’s gifts to grow.  We need that space in our life, that 

oxygen, to feed the fire and allow God space to work in our lives.  

 

The second thing Paul says is about endurance as a Christian: 

 2. Endure hardship 

Paul gives us 3 metaphors for this.  A soldier, an athlete and a farmer.  First there’s the soldier –  

3 Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.  4 No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian 

affairs—he wants to please his commanding officer. 

Be  like a soldier – focussed on your commander.  Don’t worry about civilian affairs.  Don’t’ get caught up or 

distracted by worldly things that aren’t important. 

Second, the athlete: 

5 Similarly, if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not receive the victor’s crown unless he competes according to 

the rules. 

There are no short cuts to the Christian life.  Like an athlete, we have to run the whole event.  We can’t miss the 

training, or ignore the coach, or cut corners on the field or cheat.  Being an athlete is a marathon.  It takes 

endurance, and perseverance and hard work.  Just like the farmer… 

 6 The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops. 

Farmers have to be one of the hardest working groups of people in the world I think!  They get up early, work hard 

all day, and hardly have a break or holiday.  Following God is hard work.  Rewarding work.  But hard work.  God 

never says following him is easy. 

Ill – So how much do we “do”?  How hard do we work?  Well, the question is “How much are you able to do?”  Think 

of it like this: We all have different sized plates in life.  Different amounts we can handle.  Some of us have big plates 

– people who can do a LOT of work.  Achieve a lot.  Like Steve Jobs, I imagine.  Some of us have a small plate.  It only 
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takes a little work to be completely worn out and tired.  Sometimes because of illness, sometimes because it’s just 

the way we are. 

Some of us have a big plate.  We can fit a lot on it.  We can work long hours, handle lots of stress, manage a lot of 

different affairs in life.  But we should feel any less of a person if we have a small plate in life.  Because what Paul 

says is that we should work “hard” in life.  Hard for one person is different to hard for another person. 

But what Paul is saying is: put a good amount on your plate.  Don’t overfill your plate and overwork and burn 

yourself out. But don’t leave your plate half empty and be lazy.  And on top of that, let em add, don’t judge people 

by how much they do.  Maybe they just have a smaller plate than you in life. 

Take God’s gift and fan it into flame.  Work hard with it.  Endure hardship, keep focussed on God and his kingdom, 

don’t try to take short cuts, and work hard …for God. 

Paul is facing death.  But he’s not saying: Forget it!  It’s too hard!  Give up now.  It’s not worth it.  No.  He says: Work 

hard, because it IS worth it.  It won’t be easy.  It won’t always be joyful.  But it IS worth it.  Don’t’ give up.  Fill up your 

plate.  And work hard for God. 

As we think about HOW we do this.  HOW we endure and WHY we endure, let me finish by just reminding us of 

these verses: 

2:8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David. This is my gospel, 9 for which I am suffering 

even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God’s word is not chained. 10 Therefore I endure everything for 

the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 

We are all facing death.  God’s given us gifts.  We only have this time to use them.  Use them.  Endure everything, 

persevere, for the sake of bringing people to Jesus. 

Let’s pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


