
Who here has started a project and never completed it? 
 
It may have been that you started a hobby and gave it up after a short time.  
 
You may have taken up learning a musical instrument.  
 
You may have decided to take up a new sport to get fit.  
 
Blokes you may have started a handyman project around the house in your holidays 
like painting the house and you haven’t quite got around to finishing it off and that 
was 5 years ago.   
 
I know that I am guilty of all of the above.  
 
I have taken up hobbies and then given up on them. 
 
I have said to myself, I will do this sport and get fit, I go out and buy all the 
equipment and then 6 months later I stop doing the sport when life gets in the way.  
 
I have started handyman projects and then 5 years later gone I really should finish 
that project.  
 
I am sure that all of us can relate to starting a project and not completing it.  
 
How does this make us feel when we look at things that we have started and not 
completed? 
 
I know for me I feel frustrated. 
 
I feel annoyed that I have wasted my time & money on things that I haven’t 
completed.  
 
Well tonight we are looking at God finishing his project.  
 
But the difference here is that God hasn’t left his project and come back to it, no he 
has been working at it from the very beginning.  
 
See God’s project is all about relationships. 
 
God wants to be in a relationship with us and he has done something to fix our 
relationship with him that we ruined.  
 
So let’s open up Revelation 21 and 22 and have a look at God’s finished project. 
 
 
 
Read Revelation 21:1-4  



Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,”* for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and there was no longer any sea.2 I saw the Holy City, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! 
God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They 
will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will 
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’	  or mourning or crying 
or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 
 
What does this section remind you of? Does it sound familiar? 
 
It sounds very similar to the Garden of Eden in Genesis. 
 
God is once again dwelling with his people. 
There is no tears, no death no pain.  
 
It’s going to be a return to how things were before we ruined our relationship with 
God. 
 
How amazing does this sound? 
 
See currently our relationship with God is like going to your favourite band’s concert 
and watching them live, yes you experiencing them but even if you are in the front 
row you still are not dwelling with them. Well Heaven is going to be like getting not 
only a back stage pass but getting a ticket to be a roadie with the band, you not only 
get to experience them in the show but you get to dwell with them all the time.  
But as we read on we see that this is not for everyone.  
 
We see that Jesus the one on the throne who is the beginning and the end 
 
gives water to the thirsty, and it’s not just any water it’s water of life.  
 
By believing in Jesus and coming to him for the water of life we are victorious and 
we will inherit all of this and will be God’s children. This is our ticket to not only be 
God’s roadies but children of God. 
 
But in contrast as we saw last week those how are not victorious the unbelieving will 
be judged according to their works and they will be consigned to the fiery lake of 
burning sulphur.  
 
A side note on verse 8, the list of people who will be consigned to the fiery lake is 
like many other list of people in the NT who will not inherit the Kingdom of God.  
 
I’m sure each and every one of us in the room can identify with doing at least one of 
those things mention in the list of people who will be casted into the fiery lake.  
So what does this mean? Does it mean we are all heading for the fiery lake? 
 



Well yes we are, see as Marty mention last week unless we have our names in the 
Book of Life we will face Judgement day based on what we have done which can 
only lead to one place, the fiery lake.  
See we need Jesus to give us the water of life, without it we can consigned to the 
fiery lake.  
 
It is God who completes his project of relationships not us.  
 
 
God’s second project that He completes in Revelation is His dwelling place.  
 
The new heaven and new earth were created because the old had passed away. 
 
A word of note here, the word heaven here is not talking about Heaven as we think 
of Heaven, The Greek word for Heaven οὐρανός ouranos also means sky, 
universe. So John is saying that the whole earth has passed away not that Heaven 
as we know it will pass away. 
 
This section has a lot of details and a lot of figures. 
Like what we have heard before whilst looking at Revelation, not all of these details 
are too be taken as being literal. We need to keep the big idea in view not just the 
numbers. 
 
The overall picture that John has seen is that the new dwelling place of God is a 
very large a very impressive place.  
 
The walls are made of pure jasper and are 65 metres thick,  
 
the 12 gates are made of pearl,  
 
the streets are made of gold,  
the city is also made of gold, compare this to the Temple of the day where gold was 
only used on a couple of items in the Holy of Holies, now the streets are made of 
gold.  
 
the foundation of the walls, the lowest stone, the stone that would normally get hit 
and have mud splashed upon it, is a stone which is adorned with fine jewels. 
 
This is an amazingly beautiful city. 
 
The city is 2,200km long by 2,200km wide and 2,200km high.  
The world’s tallest building at present stands at a whopping 829metres tall.  
 
Now imagine you managed to stack 2,653 of these buildings on top on each other 
and you are still 100metres short of the top of this new city. 
In fact, to see the top of the city you would need to be 15km away from the city. 
 



At 8,000km away from the city the city would still appear to be 130 times bigger than 
the moon.  
Though the new Jerusalem will be an actual literal city, its glory will far surpass the 
language that John uses to portray it. John’s language is an attempt to describe 
what is in one sense indescribable. 
 
So what else is special about this new city, well a number of things. 
 
The combination of the twelve tribes in verse 12 and the twelve apostles in verse 14 
is a way of saying that Israel of old and the Christian church are united in God’s final 
scheme of things, it shows that the church did not replace Israel in the plans of God. 
 
There is no temple, see there is no reason for a temple cause the temple was a 
place where God was meant to dwell and people would come to worship him, but as 
we have seen in my first point God now dwells with his people. 
 
There is no sun or moon, the reason for the sun and moon is to provide light, well 
we see that the Glory of God gives the light. 
 
There is no sea, considering 3 quarters of the world’s surface is covered by sea this 
is a pretty big change.  
But there is more to it than this, the sea is still even today seen as a bad place. John 
lists the sea as the first of seven evils which will not exist in the new creation, the 
others being death, mourning, weeping, pain, night, and the curse. 
 
The sea was an opposer of mankind; it separates John on the island of Patmos from 
the churches which he longs to be with.  
 
In the story of Noah, we see God flood the earth and the seas destroy the earth.  
 
In Revelation 13 the first beast came out of the sea.  
A new creation without the sea will be a radically different place. 
 
The tree of life is returned and we will have access to it. 
 
We will see God’s face, we will enjoy personal, intimate fellowship with Him. We will 
be able to do this because we will be pure in heart, righteous, and holy then. Adam 
and Eve’s sin broke their fellowship with God, and they hid from Him and we have 
been hiding ever since. Our ability to view God’s glory is limited, but in the new 
creation it will be unhindered. 
 
This imagery reminds me of the first time that I went away on a work conference. I 
had travelled a fair amount as a child and had stayed in plenty of hotels.  My first 
work trip was in 2007 to Hong Kong. Now I had been to Hong Kong before with my 
parents in 1997 and remember staying in a place that was that small that I could 
almost touch the walls just stretching out my arms so my expectations of Hong Kong 
where not that great. When my bus arrived at the Marriot hotel I looked around 



going wow this place is nice, I checked in and went up to my room and was blown 
away, the room was almost as big as my apartment was. The attention to detail in 
the room was amazing. The bathroom was completely marble, the bed made me 
look small and that’s not an easy task. It had a couch in the room which was as big 
as a bed. I was like this is awesome. 
 
Later on in my stay I went to the bathroom in the lobby and was completely blown 
away. See there was a man at the basin when I went in which wasn’t that unusual 
but when I had finished and went to wash my hands he was still there, as I 
approached the sink he turned on the tap for me and squeezed some soup into my 
hands, he turned off the tap and then placed a towel in my hand for me to dry my 
hands.  
 
As you can imagine I was super excited about this trip, I had never ever experienced 
a hotel like this before, I was in awe, when I got home I remember telling my parents 
all about it and you couldn’t get the smile off my face. 
 
This is exactly how John felt after seeing all these things that he had been shown 
we see in verse 8 that his response is to fall down and worship at the feet of the 
angel who has shown him these things. John is in that much awe that he falls at the 
feet of the messenger. The angel is quick to correct John, see John has the correct 
response, he feels the call to worship but he incorrectly worships the angel, instead 
of God. 
 
The angel then tells John to not seal up the words of the prophecy for the time is 
near, the angel is saying to John spread the news, see as we have seen throughout 
the whole book of revelation it’s about the Gospel of Jesus and what he has done 
for us.  
 
Jesus is coming again soon, this will be a great day for those who believe in him as 
they will be entering into the awesome new Jerusalem and will be dwelling with God 
face to face, but for those who don’t believe in Jesus and what he has done for us, 
they will be consigned to the fiery lake. 
 
So are you excited about God’s finished projects or are you petrified about it.  
 
Let these words in Revelation be an encouragement to us that we can take comfort 
in what Jesus has done for us, we can stand before God on judgement day knowing 
that it’s not our works that save us and that we can enter through the gates and 
drink the from the water of life. 
 
Just like my trip to Hong Kong, it’s time for us to get excited and share the great 
news, but this great news is so much more important than huge beds marble 
bathrooms and even people washing my hands, this news is the about God’s desire 
to be in a relationship with us.     
 
Lets pray. 



 
 
 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, 
We thank you for your love for us, we thank you that at the right time when we were 
still your enemy you sent your Son Jesus to die for us, to bring us back into a 
relationship with you. We thank you for the book of Revelation, we thank you for the 
promises that you have given us in this book, we pray that we can get excited about 
your finished project and that we will share this great news. We pray this in your 
Son’s name amen.  


