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Men, what are 3 words our wives long to hear? “Let’s eat out.” Of course you expect the answer to 
be, “I love you.” We all long to be loved. Love is the most precious thing in life. Think of the deep 
sadness when we lose someone we love. Or think of weddings. Why is the bride’s mother in tears? Is 
it sorrow in losing a daughter? Or Joy at her daughter’s happiness? Things like this touch us deeply. 
 
I have taken many weddings in my time. One thing has amazed me is sometimes the bridegroom is a 
big tough guy but as he tries to say the vows he gets all choked up. He is trying to say, “…to have and 
to hold from this day forward, For better for worse, for richer for poorer… To love and to cherish…” 
But as he looks at this beautiful girl standing beside him; as he understands that she wants to spend 
her life with him he can’t get the words out. 
 
Nothing comes close to knowing that you are deeply loved. So what does it mean to know that you 
are loved by God himself? That your Creator, the Almighty God loves you? Are you sure God loves 
you? That he will always be there for you? What about when you face a crisis in life, when life seems 
to be totally unfair? What about when you keep on failing God, when you feel he can’t possibly still 
love you? 
 
1. Marriage and covenant 
Today we look at God’s covenant. God makes a covenant with his people here at Mount Sinai. And in 
the New Testament God makes a new covenant with us. At the last Supper Jesus said, “This is my 
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” (Matthew 26:28) 
 
In a wedding a couple commit themselves to a life-long and an exclusive relationship of love. The 
covenant is a similar commitment to an enduring and exclusive relationship between God and his 
people. 
 
The Bible uses the idea of marriage to show the nature of the covenant. In Jeremiah we read: “This is 
what the Lord says: ‘I remember the devotion of your youth, how as a bride you loved me and 
followed me through the wilderness.’” (Jeremiah 2:2). Israel is God’s bride. In the New Testament the 
church is the bride of Christ. 
 
2. God proposes to Israel 
In Exodus 19 we read: 4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on 
eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out 
of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for 
me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ (19:4-6) 
 
It is as if God has wooed Israel and brought them to himself.  
He has rescued them from slavery. 
He has guided them day and night in the cloud and fire. 
 
He has provided for them water, manna and quail. 
He has protected them when attacked by Amalekites. 
He has been with them all the time. 
 
Now he pops the question, will you be mine? 5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then 
out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. (19:5) 
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In verse 8 Israel answers yes. “We will do everything the Lord has said.” (19:8) 
 
In proposing to Israel he spells out the sort of relationship this covenant is. 
a) Grace. God has taken the initiative. 
4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt. I carried you on eagles’ wings. (19:4) 
 
“I brought you to myself.” 
Although God will give them laws they are not saved by keeping laws. He has already saved them. 
 
b) It is a personal relationship of love. 
“…out of all nations you will be my treasured possession.” 
 
c) Like a marriage it is an exclusive relationship. 
The first commandment is “You shall have no other gods before me.” (20:3) They are to have no other 
gods. 
 
d) It is a distinctive relationship. 
Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” (19:5-
6) God is King and his people are members of his kingdom. As priests they have special access to the 
King’s presence, and a special role in serving our God and King. 
 
Peter echoes these words saying of Christians - us: 
“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you 
may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” (1 Peter 2:9) 
See how he uses the same ideas for us. 
 
As priests we not only have special access to God in prayer, we can come to God and call him Father. 
We also represent God to the world as we declare his praise. 
 
Israel, and we also, are to be a holy nation. Holy: meaning set apart for a special purpose. 
 
Being on a Beach Mission means camping in the middle of summer. It is often very hot and you need 
to drink a lot. Our team put cordial and ice in a big plastic garbage bin for drinking. Of course we 
couldn’t use any garbage bin. This one was set aside, kept pure. It was clearly marked, “Cordial only.” 
No rubbish could be put in this bin. 
 
To be set apart for God means we must live a pure life. Our lives must not be contaminated by 
ungodly actions. The commandments that follow spell out what that lifestyle looks like. We must live 
a holy life so we can enjoy a close walk with God, so we can enjoy the relationship we have with him. 
But also so we can represent God to the world.  
 
In the Old Testament purity was often expresses in outward terms: washing clothes or hands, eating 
certain “clean” foods and so on. So in Exodus 19 as the people prepare to meet God they must scrub 
up. 10 And the Lord said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow. Have 
them wash their clothes 11 and be ready by the third day, because on that day the Lord will come 
down on Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. (19:10-11) 
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It goes on to say: 17 Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet with God, and they stood at 
the foot of the mountain.18 Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the Lord descended on it in 
fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, and the whole 
mountain trembled violently. 19 As the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke and 
the voice of God answered him. (19:17-19) 
 
So they had this awesome meeting with God. The people tremble with fear and stand at a distance. 
Not an ideal wedding you might think!? Read Hebrews 12:18-24 for yourselves to see how different 
the New Covenant is for us. 
 
Moses goes up the mountain to meet with God. He mediates the covenant between God and the 
people. He is the go-between between God and the people. In the New Testament we see that Jesus 
is the mediator of the New Covenant. Ten God gave Israel his commandments. (We will look at the 
Law next week). 
 
3. The Covenant Ceremony 
A few weeks ago Joy and I went to my nephew’s wedding. It was in Ballarat. It was 90 wet and windy 
but it was a lovely wedding. 
 
You know what happens at a wedding. There is an explanation by the minister explaining what 
marriage is. There are vows the couple make. Rings are exchanged and documents are signed. Then 
there is a big party. Well there was a similar covenant ceremony at Sinai. 
 
Exodus 24 
4 Moses then wrote down everything the Lord had said. He got up early the next morning and built an 
altar at the foot of the mountain and set up twelve stone pillars representing the twelve tribes of 
Israel. 5 Then he sent young Israelite men, and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls 
as fellowship offerings to the Lord.6 Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and the other 
half he splashed against the altar. 7 Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. 
They responded, “We will do everything the Lord has said; we will obey.” 
8 Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, “This is the blood of the 
covenant that the Lord has made with you in accordance with all these words.” 
9 Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up 10 and saw the God of 
Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made of lapis lazuli, as bright blue as the 
sky. 11 But God did not raise his hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they 
ate and drank. 
 
So Moses wrote the terms of the covenant in a book. This was read to the people. So there is a 
document. The people vow to obey God. There are no rings but there is a sacrifice. Then blood is 
sprinkled on the altar representing God and on the people. The covenant is sealed with blood.  
So there is a ceremony and then the elders have a party with God - they eat and drink with him. 
 
4. Secure love 
When you buy a house you don’t rely on a handshake. You have legal documents drawn up to show 
that both parties are serious and can be trusted. Why do people get married and not just live 
together? Because they want to make sure the marriage is a secure as it can be. They make solemn 
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vows before witnesses in a serious ceremony before God. They want to assure each other of their 
enduring love. 
 
God wants to impress on his people his commitment to them. He wants them to know he is committed 
to guide, provide, protect and be with them. He wants them to be sure of his love. 
 
If Israel could be confident of God’s love then each of us who have put our trust in Jesus can have 
even more confidence. Our security lies in the promises of the New Covenant. God has saved you, 
forgiven you and made you his child by the blood of his own Son. It doesn’t depend on your goodness 
but on Jesus’ saving death. The New Covenant is sealed with Jesus’ blood. 
 
Gad has shown the reality of his love for us. “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8) Jesus promised, “Surely I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20) It is an enduring love. 
 
Paul was someone who went through great hardship, he was beaten, ship wrecked, put in prison and 
much more. Yet he was sure of God’s unfailing love. He wrote, “I am convinced that neither death nor 
life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39) 
 
Do you have that confidence?  
Talk to us if you are unsure. 
 
 
 
 
See also Hebrews 12:18-24 
 
 
 
 
 
 


