
Step 1: Start with a square piece of paper measuring 210mm by 210mm  
Step 2: Fold paper in half by folding the top corner to the bottom corner. 
Step 3: Fold the triangle in half by folding the left corner to the right 
corner. 
Step 4: Unfold. 
Step 5: Fold both corners of the triangle down at a 450 angle. 
Step 6: Fold the top corner to the back. 
Step 7: Fold the bottom corner back also. 
Now can anyone guess what I have just described? 
Well for the non-arty people in the room I have just outlined how to make 
an Origami Dog  
 
Now if you are anything like me, when we come to sections of the bible 
like we have got today you switch off in all the detail. See I’m not an arty 
type of person, and when these types of passages are read out, I don’t 
get the image in my head like other people do. 
 
But for others they love these types of passages, Leonie is a great 
example of these type of people, she loves these types of readings 
because as the passages is getting read out, she is mentally drawing 
what is being read out in her head. And she gets excited about it 
because she can appreciate the instructions, the detail, the imagery.   
 
Hopefully today by looking at the details closely we not only get a picture 
of what the tabernacle is to look like but more importantly we see what it 
means for God to dwell with His chosen people.  
 
The Detail 
 
The first thing that God commands the people to make for the tabernacle 
is the Ark. The centrepiece of the tabernacle. The thing that is placed in 
the holy of holiesThe most sacred item, in all of the tabernacle. And 
given time constraints this is the only item which we will look at in detail, 
but it’s an important one. 
 
Now in the early part of the description of the ark, the ark is actually 
described as a pretty unimpressive wooden box.  This wooden box 
measuring approximately 1.3 metres long by 80cm wide by 80cm high.   
Now generally speaking if you are wanting to impress people with how 
important you are or how important your god is the bigger the better.  
Just like these Show Statue pictures 
But this is not the case with God,  



The unimpressive wooden box is pimped up somewhat with some pure 
gold lining placed over the box and has four rings attached to the ark so 
that poles can be attached to the ark, a very important addition.  The ark 
is however given an impressive lid made of pure gold which include two 
cherubim to stand guard over the ark. 
  
But still, all in all, the ark is not really that impressive compared with 
other religious icons or even royalty of the day.  For example, 
Tutankhamun’s sarcophagus held not one but three coffins in which his 
body laid.  The outer two coffins were crafted in wood and covered in 
gold along with many semi-precious stones the inner coffin, however, 
was made of solid gold. This coffin is much more impressive than that of 
the Ark, the place in which God had chosen to be His meeting place 
where He Himself would meet with Moses and future priests.  
 
Now God’s meeting place may not be the most impressive thing you 
have ever seen. But that doesn’t mean it’s not important. It’s kinda just 
like the most prized treasure for the Australian cricket team, the ashes. I 
still remember the first time I ever saw the ashes get held up by the 
winning Australian captain Allan Border. I was expecting something like 
this Show Big Ashes picture  
But then he held up this Show Real Ashes picture   
I must say I was slightly disappointed. But see it’s not about the size of 
the ashes trophy that matters it’s what’s inside that counts. 
The same can be said with the Ark, it’s what’s inside the ark that counts 
Inside the ark was God’s words, It was God’s terms for His people, His 
covenant with His chosen people.  That was the important thing,  
Even if you built the biggest temple the world has ever seen or the 
biggest statue in the world this could still not represent God, or contain 
Him.  How could you?  He is the creator of everything, without Him there 
is nothing that is in existence.  
 
So, the important thing about the ark is not its size or its gold covering 
or even the impressive lid on which God would dwell.  It’s what’s inside 
God’s words, God’s promises. 
 
See the ark and the tabernacle were built to confirm and maintain the 
relationship that the covenant had established.  The tabernacle points to 
a greater heavenly reality.  But this is not to say that the presence of 
Yahweh in the tabernacle is not real,  but there is something greater 
than it, to which it corresponds.  Namely what the tabernacle means for 
God’s chosen people. 
 



What does the Tabernacle mean for Israel? 
 
Now the tabernacle meant a number of things for the nation of Israel,  
 
Firstly, the Tabernacle shows the nation of Israel that God wants to dwell 
among His chosen people. We have already seen in our look at Exodus 
so far that God is not distance He has already acted,  He has rescued 
the Israelite from slavery in Egypt. He has provided for their needs so far 
in the desert. He has outlined the terms of their covenant relationship. 
He has shown them that He wants to dwell with them.  And He is now 
outlining what this dwelling will look like in the tabernacle.  
 
Now when you see a temples or read about them they are normally built 
on mountain tops because temples are meant to be a meeting place 
between the heavens and the earth.  But whilst the instructions for 
building the tabernacle happen on a mountain, the tabernacle isn’t built 
on a mountain top, it’s not even built as a permeant structure.  Instead 
it’s a portable structure. This seems a little odd doesn’t it, God wants to 
dwell in a tent. But you see this is because the nation of Israel has still 
not reached the promised land, God is faithful to His promises, and way 
back in Gen 15, God promised to Abram that He would give his 
descendants the promised land.  
 
God is now moving His people towards that land and He wants the 
people to know that He is with them on this journey.  He is their God and 
they are His chosen people, He is their divine king and warrior who has 
powerfully brought them up out of Egypt and He is now leading them into 
the promise land.  And the tabernacle allows God to symbolically dwell 
among His people.  
 
The second thing that the tabernacle means for the nation of Israel is 
that it is a place to worship God.  Israel was brought out of Egypt so that 
they could worship God.  They had arrived at Mount Sinai and 
worshiped Him there.  God has now instructed the nation of Israel to 
build a dwelling place among them and the construction of tabernacle is 
the means in which Israel can respond to God’s dwelling amongst them 
by worship.  
 
The third thing the tabernacle means for the nation of Israel is that it 
shows the importance of God’s word.  Remember what is in the Ark, in 
the place where God dwells.  It is God’s word, the ten commandments. 
After hearing the Ten commandments for the second time the Israelites 
are reminded of these words in Deut 6  



 

4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love the LORD 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your 
hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at 
home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when 
you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your 
foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your 
gates. 

 
See God’s words and His commands are to be ever present in the lives 
of the Israelites. God does not simply just dwell in just the Ark or even in 
the tabernacle, No God dwells in the lives of His people.  God dwells in 
their hearts when His word dwell in their hearts.  The Israelites are to 
always remind themselves of what God has done for them, and the 
promises that He has made to them.  They are to remind themselves of 
their side of the covenant which is in response to God saving them 
They are also to teach their children about God’s words so that God will 
also dwell within their hearts. 
 
But what about us today?  
 
What does the Tabernacle mean for us? 
 
Well despite no longer being under the same covenant that Israel were 
under, we can still learn a great deal from the Tabernacle.  When we 
look at the what the tabernacle represented for the nation of Israel, being 
God dwelling with His people, we see that we as Christians, are now 
actually the Tabernacle ourselves. 
 
For we read in 1 Cor. 6:19 Do you not know that your bodies are 
temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from 
God? 
 
God now dwells within His chosen people by dwelling inside them by His 
Holy Spirit. We, just like the Israelites, have the words of God dwelling in 
our hearts by the Holy Spirit.  We have God power living within us.  We 
also have the Holy Spirit at work in us to help us to worship God.  The 
Holy Spirit is the one who gives us the words to pray to God, for we read 
in Romans 8  
 
 



26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know 
what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through 
wordless groans. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of 
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance 
with the will of God.  
 
And thirdly, but most importantly, the Holy Spirit is the one who points us 
to God’s Word, Jesus.  For Jesus himself said about the Holy Spirit 
these words in John 16 
 
7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless 
I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him 
to you. 8 When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong 
about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9 about sin, because people 
do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am going to the 
Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and about judgment, 
because the prince of this world now stands condemned. 12 “I have 
much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, 
the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth.  
 

So, we too just like the Israelites need to ensure that we are opening up 
our hearts for God to dwell there.  I want to finish by asking you this 
tough question.  What area of your life have you closed off to God? 
Now I know this is a hard question but I want you to reflect on it during 
the week to let the Holy Spirit do His work in you this week, to convict 
you of the area of your life that you have closed off to God and also to 
change you. 
 

So, let’s pray now and ask for God’s help to do this. 
 

Dear Heavenly Father, 
 

We give you great thanks that you have chosen to dwell within us. Lord 
we give you great thanks that you did not leave us alone but have given 
us your Holy Spirit and we give you thanks that by your Spirit we can 
know you and the saving work of your Son.  
 

We give you thanks that we can worship you and that your Spirit 
searches our hearts and intercedes for us when we don’t know what to 
pray.  
 

But we now pray that your Spirit will be at work in us changing us and 
convicting us of areas of our lives in which we have closed off to you.  
 

We pray all this through your sons name Amen 


