
Leviticus 1 Sermon 
 
Introduction 
 
So this week we're starting our series on Leviticus, so to set the mood for you I'm going to read an excerpt from Bill 
Bryson's Notes from a Big Country, and his experience of hiring a car in America.   
 

The clerk then said to me, “Do you want Third Party Liability Waiver Damage Exclusion Cover? 
 
“I don't know,” I said uncertainly.  “What is it?” 
 
“It provides cover in the event of a Second Party Waiver Indemnification Claim being made against you, or a 
First or Second Party Exclusion Claim being made by you on behalf of a fourth party twice removed.” 
 
“Unless you're claiming a First Party Residual Cross-Over Exemption,” added a man in the queue behind me. 
 
“No, that's only in New York,” corrected the hire car man.  “In Massachusetts you can't claim cross-over 
exemption unless you have only one leg and are not normally resident in North America for tax purposes.  
You're thinking of Second Party Disallowance Invalidity Cover.  Are you from Rhode Island?” 
 
“Why, yes, I am,” said the man in the queue. 
 
“Then that explains it.  You have Variable Double-Negative Split-Weighting down there.” 
 
“I don't understand any of this,” I cried wretchedly. 
 
“Look,” said the car hire man a little impatiently, “suppose you crash into a person who has Second Party 
Disallowance Invalidity Cover but not First and Third Party Accident Indemnification.  If you've got Third 
Party Waiver Damage Exclusion Cover you don't have to claim on your own policy under the Single Digit 
Reverse Liability Waiver.  How much Personal Loss Rollover do you carry?” 
 
I gave a small, helpless, please-don't-hit-me look.  “I don't know,” I said.   
 
He stared at me.  “You don't know?” , and drew breath in a way that suggested that perhaps I should consider 
walking. 

 
I think that perhaps we feel a little like Mr Bryson when we come to deal with books like Leviticus.  There's so much 
stuff in there that sounds pretty important but that we just don't get, let alone think is relevant to us at all.  I mean,  
there's laws about what to do if there's mildew in your house, laws against tattoos, laws against wearing two different 
sorts of fibres in your clothes.  And then there's all the sacrifices!  Often, it seems a better idea just to leave it well alone 
and just stick with what we're comfortable with, the stuff we know and like.   
 
If only it were that simple.  Unfortunately, people like me and Ben, and Mark and Em, and Bruce are all going to tell 
you in the coming weeks very good reasons why you should be reading Leviticus and getting to grips with it.  After all, 
this whole thing [i.e. the Bible] is God's word, even the tough bits.  It has been said, “The past is a foreign country; they 
do things differently there,” [L P Hartley, The Go-Between] and this is very different place. But today it is my privilege 
to be your guide in this distant land and to point out some places of interest and explain some of the strange local 
customs.  So, let's get to it. 
 
Main Point 
 
Firstly, what am I actually here to tell you about today?   Well, as you've probably gathered from looking at the news 
sheet and listening to the Bible readings, you'll see it's sacrifice.  Sacrifice comes up a lot in the Old Testament, 
especially Leviticus, as we've seen.  It's like a how-to manual for doing sacrifice the right way, which is God's way.  But 
it tends to be one of those issues that we skim over as irrelevant to a post-Jesus crowd like us.  “We don’t' need to think 
about sacrifices because Jesus is the full and perfect sacrifice for us.”  Now, that's very true, and Ben will tell us more 
about that next week, but to simply say that it doesn't apply to us kind of misses the point.  It misses the point of what a 
sacrifice is and what it does, why there is sacrifice at all.  It gets to the very heart of worship, which is why I can ask 
you, 
 
What's your sacrifice? 
 
Let me unpack that a little, because I think I should make it a bit clearer what I mean. 



 
State 
 
Firstly, what is sacrifice?  Nowadays we probably usually think of the ultimate sacrifice, like a soldier laying down his 
life for his country.  Behind this idea is this definition:  sacrifice is giving up something you value for something you 
value more.  Let's look at our passage. 
 
Show 
 
The Lord called to Moses and spoke to him from the tent of meeting.  He said, “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 
‘When anyone among you brings an offering to the Lord, bring as your offering an animal from either the herd or the 
flock.  “‘If the offering is a burnt offering from the herd, you are to offer a male without defect.  You must present it at 
the entrance to the tent of meeting so that it will be acceptable to the Lord. 
 
“‘If the offering is a burnt offering from the flock, from either the sheep or the goats, you are to offer a male without 
defect. 
  
“‘If the offering to the Lord is a burnt offering of birds, you are to offer a dove or a young pigeon... It is a burnt 
offering, a food offering, an aroma pleasing to the Lord.  
 
Explain 
 
In the case of the Israelites, sacrifice meant giving up their most prized possessions for their God.  At this stage, they 
had just been freed from slavery in Egypt and were wandering around in the desert.  For a people with only family, tents 
and maybe some livestock to their name, a calf without blemish, or a sheep without blemish if you weren't rich enough 
for cows – pigeons had to make do if you were even more poor - was not only a serious outlay money-wise, but it was 
prime breeding stock.  That animal would ensure your herd or flock wouldn't succumb to disease or congenital 
problems, which means that your animals would continue to survive, and so of course would you.  So not only in your 
sacrificing here were you giving up your wealth to God but also your self-reliance.  It is a true act of faith in response to 
God's act of salvation.  Sacrificing is giving up something you value for something you value more. 
 
Illustrate 
 
Let me give you another example.  This is a picture of Jimmer Fredette, an American basketball player.  A couple of  
years ago, he was selected to play for the Sacramento Kings in the NBA.  This was a fantastic achievement for him as 
an aspiring basketball player, but moreover it fulfilled this contract that his brother drew up with him a few years 
before.  It says, “I, James T Fredette, agree on this day, January 27th, 2007, to do the work and make the necessary 
sacrifices to be able to reach my ultimate goal of playing in the NBA,” and is signed by Fredette and witnessed by his 
brother.  Jimmer hung it in his room and looked at it every single day to motivate him.  “It reminded me of what my 
goal was,” he said, “and if I didn't want to work hard or practice that day, I would look at that and think, 'You have to 
work as hard as you possibly can and do things other kids aren't doing in order to be the best and reach your goal.'”  
That involved inventing games with friends to improve his reflexes and playing pick-up games at the local prison to 
learn to deal with trash talk and extremely tough play.  And when recruiters came around and dismissed him for being 
too white and slow, he kept on honing his game until he got picked up by a college team.  All that work paid off, and he 
achieved his goal – what was the most important to him – by making the necessary sacrifices. 
 
Apply 
 
So let me go back to my question:  What's your sacrifice?  Think about the most important thing you hold.  Are you 
willing to give that up for God?  Do you have a heart and a mind that is focussed on God, getting to know him better, 
following him closer and obeying his direction in your life?  Because it's so important to have the right attitude about all 
the stuff in our lives, that they are secondary to God.  So think about what you focus your life around at the moment.  Is 
it your money:  you find it hard to budget for giving to the ministry of the church?  Is it your security and comfort:  you 
feel like you could lend your skills to missions overseas, but really like your life at the moment?  Is it your family:  you 
fall out of habits of meeting for Bible study or church because of a child's sports commitments or something?  Is it your 
pride:  you don't talk to your friends about Jesus because they might think less of you for being religious?  Is it your 
self-reliance:  God is the last person you go to when things go wrong? 
 
We have to stop and consider our priorities, and to do so on a regular basis.  Even though the Israelites had the 
tabernacle right in the middle of their encampment and could see it every day, they were prone to lapse into apathy and 
ignoring.  If there's something that we're not willing to give up for a better relationship with God, then that's something 
serious that we need to deal with within ourselves and with God.  Nothing can be allowed to tie us down and hinder us 
from moving forwards in our walk with Christ. 



 
Transition 
 
But what for?  I know I've heard this same message before, that our relationship with God should be the number one 
priority in our lives.  But why should I bother?  I mean, I'm quite comfortable where I am at the moment.  I don't need 
to change. 
 
Main Point 2 
 
State 
 
So perhaps I should ask, if you do value your relationship with God,  
 
How much do you want it? 
 
Let's look back at our text 
 
Show 
 
3  "`If the offering is a burnt offering from the herd, he is to offer a male without defect. He must present it at the 
entrance to the Tent of Meeting so that it will be acceptable to the LORD.  4  He is to lay his hand on the head of the 
burnt offering, and it will be accepted on his behalf to make atonement for him.“‘If the offering is a burnt offering from 
the herd, you are to offer a male without defect.  You must present it at the entrance to the tent of meeting so that it will 
be acceptable to the Lord.  You are to lay your hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be accepted on your 
behalf to make atonement for you.   
 
Explain 
 
As opposed to the Day of Atonement that we'll hear about next week, what these sacrifices are about is the individual 
believer's motivation, what your heart attitude is towards God.  Note here that these are free will sacrifices.  It's not like 
Thursday was yesterday, tomorrow will be Saturday, and sacrifice day comes afterwards.  It's you, off your own bat, 
recognising that you've done wrong by God, that you've sinned in some way, and that you understand something has to 
be done about it.  Sacrifices didn't save – God had already done that Egypt – sacrifices didn't rectify the relationship – 
again, God does that on the Day of Atonement – it's a demonstration of commitment on the part of the believer, how 
much you value the relationship and how much you want to see that relationship changed for the better.  So when you 
consider giving to mission first in your budget, when you give up your time to help out at church, when you come to 
God first when things go wrong, you are actively showing God how much you love him and trust him.  It's a gift from 
the heart that shows you care.   
 
Secondly, it is through sacrifice that we improve our relationship with God and grow as a Christian.  What it means is 
that this heart is committed to Christ and so is willing to leave aside anything that might slow down or stop our forward 
momentum in Christ.  Think of it as honing your skills, building an arsenal of abilities that help you while dropping that 
stuff that won't. 
 
Illustrate 
 
For example, say you wanted to get a ripped physique like Pauline Nordin here.  Don't think you have spare time to 
hang out with friends any more:  you'll be in the gym.  Feel like having a handful of chips or some chocolate?  Tough:  
it's cabbage and protein shakes for you.  Say you wanted to get a grade point average of 4.0, A pluses across the board 
for all your subjects at uni.  Then you too will be giving up hanging with friends and instead spending time in the 
library, doing practice exams and extra readings.  Say you want to settle down to married life.  Well, then obviously you 
can't go out to bars to pick up chicks. 
 
There actually isn't any wiggle room here.  What I am saying is that if you have a goal in your life, then you have to 
realise that it's going to mean giving something up.  See, sometimes we have this idea that we can have two things at the 
same time – our rock hard abs and our cookies and cream thickshake, Yahweh and Baal, God and money – but we end 
up with a divided heart, instability in our faith and an inability to move anywhere – there has to be a trade-off when 
there's commitment.  If you're never willing to give anything up, then you can never fully appreciate that thing you've 
sacrificed for – or that person. 
 
Apply 
 
So what can we do then?  I'm sure we all want to know God better, love God better and follow God better.  Well, here's 



some tips, the first of which goes back to the second question I had:  How much do you want it? 
 
Number 1:  Be compelled to change:  hopefully we all realise how important this is.  This is God we're talking about, 
right?  But instead of that freaking us out, it should be encouraging us to move forwards.  Indeed, one of God's greatest 
promises to us is that his Holy Spirit is within us and helps us every step of the journey. 
 
Number 2:  Set specific, measurable goals.  These don't have to be big, because every step is a step forward.  Is your 
issue setting aside money?  Then sit down with your budget as soon as you can.  Is it your prayer life?  Then set 
reminders on your phone every day for three months.  Three months is about how long it takes for something to become 
a real habit, so aim for that. 
 
Number 3:  Carve out personal motivators.  Some people find that having pictures of missionaries on their fridge 
encourage them to pray.  Some people find keeping a journal of their Christian walk really useful.  For others, it's an 
accountability partner, someone they can talk to about how they're going.  Find out what might work for you. 
 
Number 4:  Do more, talk less.  I know I fall into this one a lot.  All the things that I say I'll do – read the Bible more, 
pray more, give more, whatever – and I never actually get around to doing any of it.  Sometimes it can also drain your 
enthusiasm for acting at all.  Just do it. 
 
Number 5:  Don't make excuses, but keep moving forward.  We all slip up somewhere along the way.  We're human; 
that's what we do.  But we can't let it discourage us or make us think, “Well, maybe that's just what I'm like, and I can 
never change.”  Nuts to that.  So you slipped up.  Any sin you might have done is wiped clean with Christ's work on the 
cross.  Whatever might have happened in the past is in the past; leave it there. 
 
Number 6 – and this is the most important of all – Go with God.  As I said before, none of this is possible without God 
in our lives.  So focus on him.  And of course pray; in all things pray. 
 
Conclusion 
 
It can be very easy to sit in our complacency, to stick with what we know, a concept of God we're comfortable with or 
parts of the Bible we like – like not Leviticus – and not challenge ourselves.  We are inevitably going to grow and 
mature as human beings, so we should also see growth into spiritual maturity as an inevitable part of our existence.  
Change and growth can be painful and difficult, especially as we might feel alone in it.  But if we cling to God, if we 
listen to the Spirit, we're never alone.  What's more, your change and growth can be an encouragement to others, as it 
urges them to look at their own lives and consider how they too can walk closer with God. 
 
Take these Israelites here in Leviticus as encouragement.  They gave up any certainty they had about the future, they 
gave up reliance on their own resources, they gave up what they valued the most for God, the most valuable treasure 
they could hold in their hearts.  So what's your sacrifice?  What attitudes or behaviours are you carrying with you that 
are weighing down your progress, keeping you from being where you want to be with God?  And how much do you 
want to get that closer bond with God?  Don't just think about it, don't just wish it, but put your money where your 
mouth is.  Trust God and go for it. 


