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“Challenging questions 2: Christians and Pornography”

Romans 1:18-32; Romans 2:1-4. Rev. Bruce Stanley
Sermon audio and text available at www.waitara.anglican.asn.au

The definition: “graphic prostitution”
What is pornography?  Pornography is, literally, “graphic prostitution” – designed for sexual
arousal.

The problem: “Darkness of heart”
So should we be talking about this?  In church?! Yes. Why?  Because it’s a big issue in our society
that affects a lot of people, and we need to understand the issues and to understand what God has
to say in order to help ourselves and help others.

So how big an issue is pornography?

 Every second - $3,075.64 is being spent on pornography

 Every second - 28,258 internet users are viewing pornography

 In 2006, Australia ranked fifth in the world in spending on pornography – we spend over $2
billion a year.  That’s abouti $100 per person per year.

 The average age of a child’s first exposure to pornography is 11.  90% of children ages 8-16
have viewed pornography online.’ii

So what is the actual problem?

 Romans 1:21 – “For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God not gave
thanks to him, but in their thinking they became futile and their foolish hearts were
darkened.”

The world we live in is a dark place.  The wickedness of this world leaves people unable to clearly
see God or his will for them.  In short, Romans 1 is saying – this is the way the world is!  It’s a dark
place. It’s an evil place.  And it’s hard for people to see the truth.

So when it comes to Pornography, Christians have an important role to play in helping people to
see the lie and to understand the truth.  So what is the lie?

The lie: “Pornography doesn’t hurt anyone”
 Genesis 3:4

The devils great lie to Adam and Eve in Genesis 3:4 is “You will not surely die”. That’s the lie – eat
the fruit from that tree and don’t worry – no-one’s going to get hurt. And that’s the great lie of
sexual sin.  Adultery, lust, fornication, pornography – “Don’t worry, no one will get hurt.  You will
not die.  There are no consequences to this.”
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 Recent studies have shown around 30-50% of Christians use pornography on a regular basis.
That means even Christian have trouble recognising the truth sometimes.

The lie: It won’t hurt anyone” is based on the idea that there’s really nothing wrong with it. A lot
of pornography is legal.  We have free choice to access it or not, people have free choice to be
involved in the porn industry.  It’s OK because it’s a choice!  So nobody gets hurt. But what does
God say?

The truth

The truth of God’s intent:
First of all, let’s start by looking at God’s intention for us.

 Matthew 19:4-6 – Jesus quotes from Genesis: 4 “at the beginning the Creator ‘made them
male and female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be
united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two, but one.
Therefore what God has joined together, let man not separate.”

God’s purpose for us, as human beings, is to express our sexuality in a relationship between one
man and one woman.  Now obviously, this doesn’t always happen.  But this is still God’s desire and
design and purpose for us.

Pornography is not the way God designed us to express our sexuality. God’s desire for us is to
express our sexuality within a marriage relationship.  One man and one woman. Not with images
of prostitution.

The truth of lust
The second truth is that Pornography is lust.  And lust is adultery.

 Mathew 5:27-28 – Jesus says: “27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’
28 But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery
with her in his heart.”

Pornography is designed to incite lust. The purpose of pornography is to sexually arouse through
lust, rather than through intimacy. What Jesus is saying in these verses is that it’s not about the
ACT of adultery – of sleeping with someone else.  It’s about the desires of our heart.  It’s about the
desire to express our sexuality outside of a personal intimate marriage relationship.

The truth of damage – present and future, self and others
The third truth is that pornography defiles the marriage bed.

 Hebrews 13:4 - 4 Marriage should be honoured by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for
God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral.”
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Sexual immorality – lust, adultery – any expression of sex outside of marriage between a man and
woman, defiles the marriage bed. It can defile your own marriage, other’s marriages, and even
your future marriage. Pornography sets up a false, unrealistic, unhealthy and confusing model of
sexuality which God did not design us for.

We can, of course, be forgiven for using pornography. But it still will not necessarily undo the
effect it has had and will have on our present and future relationships.

The truth of slavery
And finally, from the Bible, the fourth truth is the truth of slavery.

 2 Peter 2:19 – “19 They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves of
depravity—for a man is a slave to whatever has mastered him”

Pornography enslaves.  Pornography masters people and takes away their freedom.  Like all sin, it
is overpowering.  It darkens our hearts and disables us from being free to serve God.

Even the people of this world understand this. Research today by Psychologists identifies it as
something which damages relationships by setting up a fantasy world with un real sexual
expectations.

 Serial Killer, Ted Bundy…

on the night before he died, he said this: “My experience with ... pornography that deals on a violent level
with sexuality is that, once you become addicted to it, … I would keep looking for more potent, more
explicit, more graphic kinds of material. Like an addiction, you keep craving something which is harder,
harder, something which gives you a greater sense of excitement, until you reach the point where the
pornography only goes so far ... It reaches that jumping-off point where you begin to wonder if, maybe,
actually doing it will give you that which is beyond just reading about it or looking at it."

Even a serial killer realised how pornography affected him!

The fact that in professional porn movies, 88% of sex scenes involve physical aggression – tjis
shows us again that pron builds an unreal and unhealthy picture of sexuality.

Even the world sees that pornography damages the intimacy in a relationship, and in future
relationships.  So many children have their first encounter with sex through pornography on the
internet. Our children are often “learning” how to have a sexual relationship from something that
is not real, not intimate and not healthy.

So what’s the response?  How can Christians respond to Pornography?

The response

Confess and Repent
The first response for a Christian is to confess our sin and repent.
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 I John 1:9 says that if we confess our sins, God forgives and cleanses us.

Flee Sin and pursue right relationships
Second, flee from sinful behaviour.

 Matthew 5:29-30 – if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out

In other words, don’t let anything hinder you.  Deal seriously with the things in your life which
cause you to sin.  For those struggling with pornography, internet filters are helpful.  For parents
and grandparents – watch your children on the computer.  Always keep an eye on what they are
looking at.  The average age of exposure is 11.  If they see things they shouldn’t, talk to them about
it.  Talk about why it’s not a good thing to be looking at.

 1 Corinthians 7:1-5

In 1 Corinthians 7, Paul talks about husbands and wives caring for each other’s sexual needs.
That’s important.  It’s important to know each other’s needs and struggles and to have openness
in your relationship to talk about these things.  It’s important to seek help if you’re unable to work
through issues you may be facing. And also to remember, that using pornography actually robs
your spouse of sexual intimacy.  It corrupts our sexuality and will affect our relationships.

If you are not married, there are other issues to consider, which we will do in the next series on
relationships.  But we can say this: single or married, pornography is not what God intended for us
as a way to express our sexuality.

Do not judge.
Finally, as Christians, it is important to talk with each other about things like pornography, because
we need to understand the dangers for ourselves, but also to understand the darkness of the
world around us. But in the way we speak to people in the world, Romans 2:1 has something
really important to say to us:

“You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point
you judge the other, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same
things.”

Romans 2 reminds us that we are also guilty. We have all done wrong things.  So we are not to
pass judgment on the people of this world. People living in darkness don’t need judgement.  They
need the truth.  And the best way to share that truth with them is in two ways:

1. To live as Jesus has called us to live – to express our sexuality in a way that honours him – to
be an example of healthy sexuality to others.

2. To love the people of this world who are caught in the lies of pornography.  To love them
NOT in a way that judges, but in a way that cares for them and wants them to know the
truth about Jesus.
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i Jerry Ropelato, Internet Pornography Statistics,, http://internet-filter-review.toptenreviews.com/internet-pornography-statistics.html

ii Jerry Ropelato , Internet Pornography Statistics http://internet-filter-review.toptenreviews.com/internet-pornography-statistics.html


