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Introduction 

Video – I believe, Fosters Australian Ad.  

Apart from the fact that this video is selling beer, doesn’t it make you want to cheer and 

feel good about being Australian?  Doesn’t it make you feel proud and excited about being 

an Australian?  All those things make us Australian in some way doesn’t it? Almost every 

week we say the Apostles creed in church, we state what makes us Christian.  What do you 

think about when saying the apostles creed? How do you feel when you say it?  Do you 

believe in every sentence in the apostles creed? Do you understand what is in the apostles 

creed?  

Today we begin a two week series on the Apostles creed.  We’re going to be looking at 

most of the content of the Apostles creed today, everything except the last 5 lines of the 

creed. Next week, Bruce will be preaching on the history of the creed, where did it come 

from, what’s the purpose of the apostles creed, and also explain the last few lines of the 

creed, or whatever I left out from today’s sermon  

The Apostles creed begins with I believe in God.  

Let’s say we did a You version Poll, and everyone in our community voted, what kind of 

result do you think we’d get if we had the question – DO you believe in God? Yes or No? 

Well, in 2009, the Sydney morning herald from a  Nielsen poll for Fairfax newspapers, said 

that 70% of those who responded to the poll believed in God.   

What do you think is wrong with this question?  I think it’s not the best question to ask 

because, when you ask Do you believe in God? Well a muslim person would say yes, I 
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believe in God, I believe in Allah. A Hindu could say yes, I believe in God, in fact I believe in 

thousands of God but one ultimate supreme God. A person who follows Judaism would say 

yes, I believe in God. A person from the bahai faith would also say yes I believe in God, and 

a Christian would say yes, I believe in God. What about someone who makes their own idea 

of who God is? They would also believe in God.  

Can you see our problem here? Each of these people say that they believe in God.  How can 

we know what God is like?  

Today we are going to be looking at the actual content of the Apostles creed. Why study 

the Apostles creed? It’s not the word of God is it?  Well, yes and no.  The Apostles creed 

isn’t in the bible as a passage, there isn’t a book called apostle and that’s where you go to 

find the creed, however, each phrase within the apostles creed, can be found within 

scripture. 

Here’s a handy way to think about the Creed. Let’s suppose that you go on a holiday, you 

purchase a book of maps to help you find your way. That book of maps contains separate 

maps for all the states, and there will be smaller inset maps for all of the larger cities in 

each state. At the front of the book there is a large, two-page map of Australia. If you want 

to drive from Waitara to Chatswood, the Australia map won’t do you any good. And the 

state map won’t help much either. You’ll need to consult the map of Sydney. If you want to 

drive from Sydney to Wagga Wagga, the state map is what you need. But if you want to 

drive from Sydney to Perth, then you’ll keep the book open to the big map of the Australia. 

The Apostles’ Creed is like that big map. It gives you the “big picture” of what Christians 

believe. We believe more than what the Creed says, but we don’t believe less than that. 

The creed gives us a nice neat summary of what we believe in, now of course it doesn’t 

cover everything that we believe in the bible, it would be too long, but what it does cover is 

the essential truth that you must believe in if you say that you’re a Christian.   If you don’t 

believe in these truths, then you are not a Christian.  What we believe in is not an invention 

of man, but it is the very truth of God, found in the bible.  

 



So what does our creed tell us about the true God, what kind of God is it that we believe in?  

As you read the Apostles creed, what most stands out to you?  

To me, what most stands out, is the structure of it. There are basically three sections. It 

looks at God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. We are looking at ONE God, but who 

is three distinct persons.  The word that helps us to describe God is Trinity.  The word trinity 

is not a bible word, but it is a word that Christians coined in early Christian History AD 180 – 

to sum up the bible’s teaching about what God is like. Tri-unity. It describes God’s unity and 

diversity.  The Trinity describes our God – it helps us to name him and to know him, to 

speak to him and about him. In a world of which presents us with a smorgasbord of gods, 

the Trinity specifies who it is we worship. 

This truth that God is Trinity has been thought through more than any other truth in the 

bible. The Apostles creed is based on the trinity. As you can see there are three parts, and it 

focuses on the three persons in the trinity.  

What happens if God is not God the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit?   

If Jesus is not God, then we have no Saviour, for only God can save us from our sins. If the 

Holy Spirit is not God, then God does not really live in us. Without the Trinity, there is no 

salvation for us, no eternal Life. Therefore this truth is something that we must hold onto as 

a Christan.  This is what the Apostles creed is reminding us. That God is trinity.  

Now we’re actually going to have to fly through the apostles creed, each sentence could be 

one whole sermon and unfortunately I won’t be able to go into much detail and cover 

everything, but I’m always happy to discuss with you after any questions you have about 

the Trinity, Apostles creed, or what the bible has to say about it.  What I hope is that we will 

be able to know and understand the truth about our Christian Faith, know who our God is 

and to be encouraged to be excited and joyful whenever we stand to say the apostles creed 

together.  So here we go…  

God the Father 



Well, we believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

This really highlights 2characteristics of God, that he is Father and that he is almighty. Both 

of these are very important. 

Let’s start with God being the Father  

There are many references of God being Father in the bible.  

The bible tells us that God chose the nation of Israel to be his Son, and through their 

history, we see Israel reject the loving Father, and we see a father who lovingly disciplines 

his children.  

Deuteronomy 32:5-6 They are corrupt and not his children; to their shame they are a warped and 

crooked generation. 
6 

Is this the way you repay the LORD, you foolish and unwise people?  

Is he not your Father, your Creator, who made you and formed you?
1
 

 

God is also called Father, because he is the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ.  In Matthew 

12:50, Jesus speaks of God being his Father, For whoever does the will of my Father in 

heaven is my brother and sister and mother.”  And Jesus doesn’t just call God, Father, he 

calls him, Abba – which is like us saying Daddy, it shows a personal relationship between 

Father and Son.  Through this relationship, we can see who the Father is.  

Jesus answered: “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 

10 
Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me?

2
 John 14:10.   

Not only can Jesus call God Father, but we can also call him Abba, father. God is not only 

Father to the Jews and Jesus, but all people from every nation can be God’s adopted 

children. We saw that in our passage of Ephesians 1, have a look at verses 3-5, “Praise be to 

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with 
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every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4…. In love 5 he predestined us to be adopted as his sons 

through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will—3 

God is the Father of ALL. The bible makes it clear thatHe is loving, patient, and 

compassionate. 

We can have a personal relationship with God, and unlike the sometimes flawed 

relationships here on earth, God is the perfect father, he offers perfect love, and offers 

perfect protection and he wants to save us.    

And this is the great thing about the 2nd point that the Apostles creed tells us.  Not only is 

God our Father, he is our Almighty Father creator of heaven and earth. So he is powerful 

enough to protect and save us. 

Do you believe in an Almighty God? 

 Revelation 1:8 says this about our God.  “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord 

God, “who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.” 4 

I think this is simple statement for us to understand, but I think it’s hard for us to live it out. 

God being Almighty says that he is completely powerful.  He is mighty over everything.God 

is all-powerful, all-knowing, and everywhere present. God the Father is mighty to save. 

When God promises something he is always completely able to deliver. And so when God 

promises a saviour who will take away the sins of the world – because God is almighty you 

know that it will happen. And when God promises that he will always be with you, we know 

that it will happen, because God is Almighty.  When things around us fall apart, we know 

that we can depend on an Almighty God. 

This week as I thought about all this, I began to work on completing this sentence: If I truly 

believed in God the Father Almighty maker of heaven and earth, I would 

__________________. How would you fill in that blank? Could it be that you would say. I 

would trust him more, I would stop trying to play God and I would let God be God in my 
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life. I would be quicker to forgive and slower to get angry.  I would be quicker to share 

Christ and less worried about what others think of me. I would say “Your will be done” and I 

would mean it because my Father is not my enemy. I would enjoy what I already have, 

knowing that if I truly needed something else, my Father in heaven would give it to me.  

Can you say – I would be able to cast all my worry and anxiety on to him.  

Let’s have a look at the second part of the creed,  

God the Son 

This section of the Apostles creed,tells us 4 things about Jesus. Again, there is so much the 

bible can say about Jesus, that we won’t be able to look at everything, but hopefully it will 

be enough to help you understand what the Apostles creed is trying to say about Jesus, 

God’s son. .  

The thing that stands out in the apostles creed at this point, is that it tells us that. Jesus is 

both fully God and fully man.  

1. Let’s start with how Jesus is God 

a. The Apostles creed says that he was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and Matthew 

1:18 tells us this- This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His 

mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 

together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 5This points to 

Jesus being God. 

b. The passage that we read in Philippians shows us how Jesus is God. As it says, 

6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to 

be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the 

very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. We see in the gospels 

that Jesus was able to heal all those who were sick, he made a leper clean, Jesus 

drove out demons, He was able to forgive sins, He raised a girl from the dead.  

Jesus himself claimed to be God – Have a look at John 5:17-18 - In his defense 
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Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I too am 

working.” 18 For this reason they tried all the more to kill him; not only was he 

breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself 

equal with God. 6 

Jesus Christ is God’s son, our LORD.  

2. In the very next sentence in the apostles creed it reminds us that Jesus Christ who is 

God, became a man.  

a. We see that Jesus was born into this world,  God became a human being. Jesus 

had a mother called mary, he interacted with real historical people, like 

Pontius Pilate who appears in sources outside of the bible.  He was a man who 

suffered, was crucified, died and was buried. Birth and death is a human 

experience isn’t it? We’re born into this world, and one day we will die. Jesus 

was human. He was hungry, he cried, he loved. John 1:14 The Word(who was 

God) became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

So why is it important that Jesus is both fully God and and fully man?  It is important 

because our salvation depends upon it.  If Jesus was not God, he would not be perfect, and 

therefore he wouldn’t be able to pay for our sin by dying.  If Jesus was not fully human then 

Jesus would not be able to be our representative to take on our sins.  Hebrews 2:17-18  

clearly shows this.   

“For this reason he had to be made like them, m fully human in every way, in order that he 

might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make 

atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, 

he is able to help those who are being tempted.”  

In order for us to be saved, Jesus needs to be both fully God and fully man.  

The name of Jesus in the Apostles creed reminds us of this awesome truth. That we are 

saved through Jesus. 
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3. The name Jesus means – The Lord Saves, have a look at Matt 1:21 “She will give birth 

to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, t because he will save his people 

from their sins.”7 (Mat 1:21) The Apostles creed, spells out clearly how it was that 

Jesus saved us – He was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the dead, 

On the third day he rose from the dead; This is the truth.  

Read 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 with me…  

1 Cor 15: 1-4 

Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you 

received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold 

firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.  

3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our 

sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day 

according to the Scriptures, 

 

And as Jesus ascended into heaven, he is now sitting at God’s right hand where he 

intercedes for us. 

  

How can we say these lines of the Apostles creed and not be blown away by who our God 

is, and what he has done for us. Jesus, who was God, took on our humanity, because of the 

great love he had for us, he suffered for us, he was crucified for us, and it was the power of 

God who raised Jesus from the dead. He did this all, while we were still his enemies. 

AMAZING!!  

 

Are you blown away by the magnitude of what we believe? 

The last thing that we are going to look at that the Apostles Creed tells us about Jesus, 

God’s son, is that we will return to Judge the living and the dead.  
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4. Jesus will return to Judge the living and the dead 

a. There is no escape of God’s judgement, all people whether you are living a 

dead will be judged by Jesus.  

What does this mean for us?  

1. Romans 3:10-12 says this about how innocent every person is before God… 10 As it is 

written:  

“There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who understands, no one who 

seeks God.  

12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who 

does good, not even one.”8 

 

God calls you to believe in him. John 3:36 says this- Whoever believes in the Son has 

eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on 

them. 9 

The creed has a very practical approach to how we live. It’s not just dry theology. We are 

speaking about our trust in a God who is living and active in this world.  

Finally we come to the last person in the Trinity, The Holy Spirit 

God the Holy Spirit 

What does the Apostles creed tell us about the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit.  Mathew 1:18 tells us this. “This is how the birth of 

Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but 

before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit.” 

The only other thing that explicitly talks about the Holy spirit, is that we believe in it.  Bruce 

will be able to expand on it more next week, because even though it looks like the last 5 
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lines are on their own, each of them have something to do with the Holy Spirit. So come 

back next week for more on the Spirit.  

Well, the Apostles creed, something that we say quite often here at church, this is the God 

we believe in, he is God our Almighty Father, he came down to earth to save us and became 

human, and he has given us the Holy Spirit that lives within us.  How can we say the 

apostles creed without affection or feeling, without joy in our hearts? 

The Apostles creed belongs to all of us and it gives us an opportunity to explain the great 

truths of the gospel to each other and to rejoice in them. 

Let’s say the Apostles Creed together, and affirm and rejoice together in what we believe. 


