
 

 

 Daniel: Living in the world today 
 Is all of history beastly? 
 
Recognise the risen Christ and submit to his authority 
Daniel 7.1-28  
 
Introduction 
 
I’m not sure where you stand on legalised prostitution, same sex marriage, 
government funded chaplaincy, euthanasia, abortion, and human rights. But it is well 
documented that our society is becoming more secular and less Christian. My 
personal experience is that it is becoming increasingly hard to have a voice as a 
Christian. Despite our best efforts statistics would say that as a church in Australia we 
are becoming less relevant and smaller in size. That is certainly true in the NT 
Anglican church in which optimistically a total of 500 people are at church across all 
the territory churches on any given Sunday. 
 
The children I teach in scripture at school don’t know the famous bible stories like 
Jonah or David and Goliath. Many don’t know who Jesus is or why we celebrate 
Christmas and Easter. In one of our remote aboriginal communities when a new 
white business manager started he denied there was a church in the community to the 
ordained minister’s face. The only church in the community and the only active 
organised group in the community for over 75 years. And then there is the world 
stage with Christians suffering persecution and death.  
 
Perhaps an obvious question is: Where is God and his kingdom? 
 
It is a question that the book of Daniel addresses. We’ve already seen in Daniel that 
the world is God’s world – he is in control of events and history. God is sovereign 
over both individuals (rulers like Nebuchadnezzar) and the nations. And so living 
under God’s rule is more important than responding to petty human kingdoms. The 
visions in chapters 1-4 of Daniel show Daniel that there will be a number of powerful 
human kingdoms. But there is a time coming when God’s eternal kingdom will come 
overthrowing all human authorities and powers. At that time God will rule 
exclusively over the nations. And God will rule with justice and mercy. God appoints 
kings who are to humble themselves before God and treat God’s people and creation 
with dignity and respect. In chapter 4 Nebuchadnezzar learns this the hard way going 
mad for a time – eating grass like an animal before “raising his eyes to heaven” 
(4:34) and acknowledging and praising God as king of kings and lord of lords. In 
contrast in the next chapter the next king of Babylon Belshazzar mocks and defies 
God and is killed. We also learn in chapter 6 –Daniel and the lion’s den – that God’s 
presence is assured at all times. God will vindicate himself and his people. God is a 
rescuing god. 



Waitara  8.30, 10.00am, 5.00pm 2 28/09/14 

 

1. Nothing but a Dreamer 
 
When we turn to today’s chapter 7 we go back in time to the last days of the 
Babylonian kingdom in the first year of Belshazzar. This is probably sometime 
around 550 BC. And these days are days of hope for the Israelites in exile. They 
begin to expect deliverance from the Medes and Persians. And no doubt based on 
some of Daniel’s dream interpretations look forward to the coming of the kingdom of 
God as prophesied by God’s prophets before the exile. But Daniel 7 shows us that 
Daniel does not share the optimism of his fellow Israelites. Although the long-term 
future is not in doubt – the immediate future might not be as promising as some are 
hoping. Chapters 7 to 12 of Daniel concentrate on this.  
 
What happens when life no longer seems bearable because of the malice, arrogance, 
and resentment of pagan rulers? What happens when persecution can no longer be 
handled by the people of God? How do God’s people face a world where they are no 
longer rescued? If things get worse how can they be grappled with. How could God 
be explained? How could God be followed in a world like that? Given the harsh and 
violent nature of Belshazzar’s short reign it’s not surprising these questions begin at 
the start of his rule. And I think in our current world climate they’re very pertinent 
questions for us too. 
 
I’m not much of a dreamer. I never have been. My wife Jodi, on the other hand, as 
long as I’ve known her has always had quite vivid and strange dreams. And she can 
usually describe her dreams to you in great detail.  
 
Do you dream much?  
 
Have you ever had a dream that you thought was from God? Two aboriginal people I 
know who live on a tiny island in the Gulf of Carpentaria both speak about dreams in 
their conversion stories. Alastair speaks about seeing Jesus one night in the corner of 
his room just after he saw fear in the eyes of his children whilst he was drunk. The 
next day he started meeting with a CMS missionary to read the bible. Veronica also 
speaks about a dream she had which eventually led to her becoming a Christian. 
Daniel interprets dreams in the early chapters of the book but now at the start of 
chapter 7 he himself dreams. And Daniel we’re told is able to write down what he 
sees in his dreams. 
 

Daniel 7:1  In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel had a dream, and 
visions passed through his mind as he was lying on his bed. He wrote down the 
substance of his dream. 

 
Previously we’ve seen that God uses Daniel’s interpretations to speak. There is no 
difference in chapter 7. Daniel dreams so that God can speak. And in this dream 
Daniel writes down his vision about four great beasts that rise up. 
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As in Daniel’s previous dreams the beasts are symbolic. They are pictures of an 
underlying reality. The pictures themselves are not literally true but they represent 
something which is real and true. Daniel asks for the interpretation in verse 16 and is 
told  

Daniel 7:15-18  15 "I, Daniel, was troubled in spirit, and the visions that passed 
through my mind disturbed me.  16 I approached one of those standing there and 
asked him the true meaning of all this. "So he told me and gave me the interpretation 
of these things:  17 'The four great beasts are four kingdoms that will rise from the 
earth.  18 But the saints of the Most High will receive the kingdom and will possess it 
forever--yes, for ever and ever.'   

 
The first beast is probably a representation of the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar. 
The other beasts are harder to work out who or what they represent. Clues later in 
chapter 11 suggest they might be Persia, Egypt and Greece. But we definitely 
understand what the beasts symbolise. For we have painted a picture of the famous 
maxim ‘Absolute power corrupts absolutely’. The beasts all have authority and 
power. Violence and death are associated with the beasts. There is a uniform picture 
of fear and destruction. Daniel describes his own terror and fear at the power of the 
4th beast in verse 7. Arrogance and boasting stand alongside the terror and 
destruction.  
 
This is what we have witnessed on news and internet by Islamist State militants. But 
this is nothing new. Throughout history we’ve seen those in power boast of their 
authority as they wreak havoc and destruction. In the movie ‘The Last King of 
Scotland’ Edi Amin’s reign of terror in Uganda is depicted. Amin is shown time and 
time again to be boasting of his power and achievements.  
 
But before we feel too self-righteous or indignant about these nations we need to be 
reminded that on an individual, personal level we model the nations. Who hasn’t 
celebrated gaining the advantage over someone? Who hasn’t revelled in winning an 
argument or proving we’re right (and more importantly that the other person is 
wrong). What we see on a national scale is true on an individual scale. Who hasn’t 
hurt others to get their own way? Who is perfect in forgiving and loving when we’re 
wronged? Who hasn’t taken their anger out on someone smaller and weaker - like 
when I am frustrated or angry and so shout at my kids. ....... 
 
That brings us back to our original question - Where is God and his kingdom? 
 
Where is God in the world? But equally where is God in our lives as we establish our 
own little kingdoms. Working for our own glory. Throwing ourselves into building 
our kingdom rather than submitting to God’s rule. These kingdoms can even look 
good on the outside – family, sporting success, career, even ministry ..... but if they’re 
for our own selfish gain they are opposed to God’s kingdom. Arrogance and pride 
before God will never be tolerated.
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2. God the judge 
 
And so in verse 8 as the 4th most powerful beast is speaking boastfully there is a 
sudden change. 
 
Daniel looks and he sees a throne room. He sees God himself “the ancient of days”. 
God who has always been. God who created the universe out of nothing. God who 
made heavens and earth out of chaos. And the vision of God is one of absolute glory 
and power, purity and authority. God who commands an innumerable host and who is 
seated as the final and absolute judge. Look at verses 9-10. 
 

Daniel 7:9-10   9 "As I looked, "thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days 
took his seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was white like 
wool. His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze.  10 A river of 
fire was flowing, coming out from before him. Thousands upon thousands attended 
him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. The court was seated, and 
the books were opened. 

 
God is in the judgement seat ready to issue his verdict - what will it be? 
 
As Daniel continues to watch the beasts who previously looked so powerful and 
frightening are all subdued. The 4th beast who continues to boast is destroyed 
completely -the other three beasts are stripped of their authority. Look at verse 11 
 

Daniel 7:11-12   11 "Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the 
horn was speaking. I kept looking until the beast was slain and its body destroyed 
and thrown into the blazing fire.  12 (The other beasts had been stripped of their 
authority, but were allowed to live for a period of time.)  

 
Ultimately, no matter how bad things look. No matter how out of control the world 
appears, God is sovereign. God is in control.  
 
We have been caught up in the myth that there is equal amounts of good and evil in 
the world - that a sort of balancing act happens. And so we live in fear that one day 
evil might triumph. At the same time we’re caught up in the myth that humans are 
basically good - despite evidence to the contrary. We think that humanity can work 
its way out of any mess that we have caused. Daniel 7 puts both those myths to bed.  
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Life is NOT as TV show ‘My name is Earl’ depicts. We can’t erase our mistakes of 
the past by doing some good deed later. AND God has set a day when all people 
including you and I will have to answer for how we live. And particularly how we 
treat God. We can’t expect to effectively ignore the king of the universe and go about 
doing our own thing for a lifetime .... And then have God say no worries join my 
party. NO!!                       
 
God is a holy, perfect, righteous judge who will punish those who set their authority 
and self-rule against his rightful rule as creator of everything and everyone. Evil will 
never triumph. God has the absolute authority. But that leaves us in some sort of 
quandary. If the powers of this world are corrupt. If we all face God’s judgment - 
what hope is there? 
 
The only hope is that God himself might somehow intervene.  
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3. Come in The Son of Man 
 
And so in verse 13 we meet one like a son of man. Here is a figure who appears is 
just like us. He is human - a son of man. BUT this human figure comes with the 
clouds of heaven and is able to approach God on his throne. He is perfect. And God 
gives all his authority and power to this man. And all nations and people worship this 
son of man. Moreover, this son of man will rule forever. His kingdom will not be 
subject to corruption, decay or destruction. But will last forever. 
 
This son of man is not a beastly ruler but a human ruler. Here is the fulfilment of 
God’s command to human beings at creation to fill the earth and subdue it ruling over 
all the creatures. (Genesis 1:27-28). Just as Neb in chapter 4 ruled as a beast when he 
boasted and ignored God’s authority. So Neb ruled as a human when he lifted his 
eyes to heaven and acknowledged God’s rule and authority. The son of man in 
Daniel’s dream is the perfect man, truly in the image of God – a new and perfect 
Adam.  
 
So why in verse 15 do we see Daniel troubled in spirit and disturbed by the visions? 
Even after the reassurance that the saints of the most high will receive the kingdom 
Daniel still wants to know about the 4th beast which was different from all the others 
and most terrifying. Why? I think the answer is in verse 21.  
 

Daniel 7:21-22   21 As I watched, this horn was waging war against the saints and 
defeating them,  22 until the Ancient of Days came and pronounced judgment in 
favour of the saints of the Most High, and the time came when they possessed the 
kingdom. 

 
Daniel is troubled because before the kingdom is handed over to the saints of the 
Most high – that is God’s people – those people are going to suffer terribly. In the 
explanation given to Daniel in verses 23-27 we find out that the whole world will 
come under the terror of the 4th beast’s rule. And the people of God will be handed 
over. God will appear to be absent. There will appear to be no hope. It will get a lot 
worse before it gets better. But the end is assured. The final vindication is guaranteed. 
Eventually the 4th beast’s power will be taken away. And authority will be handed 
over to the saints.  
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Although we don’t know who in Daniel’s time this prophecy about the son of man 
was referring to. When we turn to the pages of the NT some 550 years later we find 
that Jesus identifies himself with the Daniel 7 Son of Man figure. Jesus understands 
himself to be the Daniel 7 son of Man. Jesus uses ‘Son of Man’ as a title to talk about 
himself in the 3rd person. (Instead of Jesus saying I will do this, I do that .... he says 
The son of man will do this, the son of man does that). And thus Jesus claims that he 
has been given all of God’s authority and power over every nation and every person. 
 
BUT and it is a big BUT ..... Jesus also gives a twist to the image of the all powerful 
Son of Man. For Jesus also speaks of the son of man suffering and dying. 
 

Mark 10:33-34   33 "We are going up to Jerusalem," he said, "and the Son of Man 
will be betrayed to the chief priests and teachers of the law. They will condemn him 
to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles,  34 who will mock him and spit on 
him, flog him and kill him. Three days later he will rise." 

 
And as Jesus rebukes his disciples for lusting after authority and power. Jesus tells 
them. 
 

Mark 10:43-45   45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many."  

 
YES! - the Son of Man has all authority and power. BUT he uses this authority and 
power sacrificially to rescue the lost. To buy back those who are enslaved to Satan, 
sin and death. To redeem you and me from slavery to judgement and God’s wrath. 
 
Just as the saints must suffer before the kingdom is handed over so we see Jesus 
handed over. God appears to be absent. There appears to be no hope as Jesus is 
forsaken by God on a Roman cross. But the end is assured. Final vindication is 
guaranteed as Jesus rises on the third day in triumph. But Jesus has to suffer before he 
can be crowned as God’s king in glory. And as we read the rest of the New 
Testament we discover that Jesus is the beginning and head of a new people of God – 
the church – or the saints. And so those who trust in Jesus and follow him as their 
king rule with Jesus. But Jesus also promises that we will need to take up our cross 
daily. Jesus promises that we will follow him in his suffering before we too are raised 
in glory. 
 
Thus Paul will write to the church in Corinth 
 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18   16 therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are 
wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and 
momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them 
all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen 
is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.  
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Conclusion 
 
Throughout the book of Daniel, the prophet is presented to us as a wise man. And we 
are constantly shown that there is a choice to make between being wise and foolish. 
The foolish choice is to boast and ignore God. The foolish choice is to pretend that 
we can live autonomously outside of God’s sovereign rule. The foolish choice is to 
live like there is no final day of reckoning.  
 
On the other hand the wise choice is to recognise God’s authority and kingship. The 
wise choice is to seek God’s mercy through prayer. The wise choice is to stand up 
and take risks following God. The wise choice is to trust that God will never forsake 
us. The wise choice is to understand that there will be a final day of reckoning when 
God’s people will be vindicated. The wise choice is relying on God to help us 
through his appointed son of man. 
 
We live in a world that looks out of control. And things seem to be getting worse not 
better. We find ourselves at the mercy of others or forces beyond our control. There 
are natural forces but the ones we feel most keenly are human forces – political, 
economic, social. 
 
The world is brought into our lounge room with modern technology and we know too 
well in recent times of political kingdoms like each of the beasts listed in Daniel 7. I 
know in my lifetime I have seen nations ruling humanely, some voracious and 
expansionist, some swift to gain power but short-lived, others arrogant, cruel, 
boastful and apparently out of control. 
 
Economic forces also oppress us – whether it is the rise and fall of interest rates or the 
dollar, global economic crises, or just the struggle to pay off the credit card each 
month. Faceless people make decisions which manipulate the economy and the 
money markets impacting our lives. 
 
Social policy is enacted by our own governments which may or may not help the 
poor and marginalised and disadvantaged. Policies sometimes seem to be out of touch 
with our day to day living. We can feel overwhelmed, unable to act, powerless to 
influence and change such policy. 
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The word of Daniel for us is that there is a God who is in control of the 
uncontrollable. There is an Ancient of Days who is seated in judgement. He has a 
plan and purpose for the world which he will make happen and complete. We may 
not see God at work but he has not fallen asleep and forgotten us. God is reigning and 
judging through his son Jesus. The king over an eternal kingdom that cannot be 
overthrown. God is there.  God is acting. God is fighting the powers of darkness. God 
will be victorious – God is already victorious in his king Jesus. There are situations 
where we will not understand our world or what is happening. But we need to know 
God has won the victory we can never win. We must never lose heart. But trust in 
Jesus  
 
For Jesus has shown us he is willing to give us everything. He has given us 
everything in his sacrifice of his life for ours on the cross. We need to therefore to 
submit to Jesus’ lordship. We need to recognise the risen Christ. 
    

Philippians 2:9-11   9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him 
the name that is above every name,  10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  11 and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 
Recognise the risen Christ and submit to his authority. 
 


