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Sermon: Matthew 9:9-13.  “Disciples: Follow”

Rev. Bruce Stanley
Sermon text and audio available for download at www.waitara.anglican.asn.au

 Intro: “To Be Disciples and Make Disciples”
This is our mission statement at All Saints:

 “To be disciples and make disciples.”

But what does that mean?  What is a disciple?  What does it mean to BE a disciple?  What does it mean to MAKE
disciples?  So over the next three weeks, we’re going to talk about three things:

 What does it mean to Follow Jesus as a disciple?

 What does it mean to Trust Jesus as a disciple?

 What does it mean to Obey Jesus as a disciple?

Today we’re talking about following Jesus. What does it mean to be a disciple who follows Jesus?  And what does it
mean to MAKE disciples that follow Jesus?

So let’s pray as we begin...

 Ill – When I was 16, I came second in my school in cross country and went to the zone cross country which
involved the top runners from every school in our area. And, most importantly, it was a day off school!

The race was at Macquarie University. And the course was difficult. And that day I learned something very
important – it’s best to keep up with everyone because it’s actually very easy to get lost!  And that’s what I did.  I got
lost.  About 15 minutes into the race.  I let everyone else go ahead of me to give myself some space for a sprint at
the end... and I got lost.  So, I faked an injured ankle and hopped around until I found my way back to the start. So I
lost the race, but I still got a day off school!

I think a race like that is actually a fairly common experience in life. Only the best get chosen, and if you don’t keep
up, you get left behind. And sometimes we might think being a disciple is like that – you’ve got to be the best and if
you get left behind, you get lost. (video – 5pm).  And when we have that idea of discipleship, it’s easy to end up
feeling like a failure, that we’re not good enough or strong enough or holy enough.

In Matthew 9, Jesus wants us to understand that a disciple isn’t someone who is better than everyone else, or
someone who is really, really good. Instead, Jesus teaches us that a disciple is:

 Disciple: a sick person following the God who heals.

So I want us to keep that idea in mind as we talk about two things today as we follow Jesus:

 1. WHO does Jesus call to be a disciple? And

 2. WHAT does Jesus want from us as his disciples?

 The disciples God calls
So, first of all, who does Jesus call? What sort of people is Jesus looking for as followers?  If you’re God, and you’re
putting together a team of people to represent you on earth and talk to people about you, who are you going to
choose?
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If you’re picking members for a football team, or a music band, you probably want to find the best people you could
– people that are the best at football, or the best at their instruments.  The best of the best.

But who does Jesus choose? Matthew 9.  Verse 9.

 “9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow
me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.”

Jesus chooses Matthew, a tax collector.  Tax collectors were hated in those days.  They worked for the Romans,
collecting their taxes, and taking extra money off people to make a very nice living for themselves. They had a
reputation for ripping people off, so they were very wealthy, and most people hated them. And religious people, like
the Pharisees, called them “sinners”.  The worst kind of person. Unacceptable to God. Right up there with
prostitutes. A person “good” people should never hang around.

Jesus chooses Matthew.  A tax collector.  To follow him and be his disciple. And then, Jesus goes to his house and
eats with him! Eating with someone in that culture was a sign of acceptance and made you part of their network of
friends.  So here was Jesus eating and associating with Matthew and all of his “sinner” friends.  Just imagine the type
of people a tax collector hung around! Verse 11:

 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and
‘sinners’?” 12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.”

They’re expecting Jesus to choose the best of the best – the good people.  The nice people.  The churchy looking
people.  Not some dishonest sinner like Matthew.

But Jesus looks at Matthew and he doesn’t say: “What a sinner!  There’s no way HE can follow me!”  Instead, Jesus
says: “That guys a mess!  He’s sick.  He needs to follow me!  He needs healing!

Often I suspect we might find ourselves looking at certain types of people and thinking: “They would make a good
Christian!”  They would fit in really well at church.  Nice person.  Honest.  Caring.  Helps others. They would be great
in our church.

But Jesus challenges us when he calls Matthew. He’s saying “the sicker they look, the more they need me.”

Who are the sick people you avoid?  The sick people you don’t ever expect to see at church. Or, like the Pharisees,
the people you don’t WANT to see at church?

What about the guy at work who cheats on his wife?  Or that neighbour of yours who’s horrible. Or that homeless
person you just walked past.  That Father that abuses his children. We often can’t “imagine” some people in church,
or can’t imagine them becoming disciples of Jesus.  But Jesus is saying: They need God!  Just like EVERYONE else.

And this is our challenge: To not just share the gospel with nice, middle class, moral people who you and I find it easy
to talk to. Because everyone needs Jesus.

Now, if you’re like me, you’re scared of doing that.  Scared of having a conversation about Jesus with that guy who
you know is cheating on his wife.  Or that relative of yours who’s an atheist. It is scary.  It’s very frightening.  It takes
great courage. But if we follow Jesus, we share his compassion for the lost, no matter how sick they look.

 The heart God desires
And if we’re going to do that, and reach out to the really sick, we need the right heart.  So what heart does God
desire in his disciples? It’s all in that last little verse quoted from Hosea 6:6 – Jesus says:

 13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’
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Jesus is saying to the Pharisees, ‘For goodness sake – go and read your Bible.  Go and learn what it says.  It’s right
there.  God desires MERCY, not SACRIFICE!

Being a disciple is not about sacrifice, it’s about mercy!  WOW!  NOT about sacrifice!  I don’t know about you, but
this verse really surprises me.  God does NOT desire sacrifice.  He desires Mercy.  So here are all the Pharisees
thinking that they’re good people, sacrificing at the temple and following all the sacrificial temple laws, making
sacrifices to God. And isn’t that what Jesus wants from his disciples?

But Jesus says: I desire mercy. Not sacrifice.

So what is Mercy? Mercy is undeserved kindness.  Compassion.  Pity. It’s about helping someone who doesn’t
necessarily deserve our help.

You see, sacrifice on its own is meaningless. If you’re sacrificial with your life, your money, your time, what good is
that on its own?  It’s just an achievement.  It’s something to boast about. That’s what the Pharisees did.  They
boasted about their sacrifices.  But they were just following laws. It had nothing to do with their heart.

Following Jesus, being a disciple of Jesus, means having the heart of Jesus, which is a heart of mercy. And when we
have that heart of mercy, what do we do with our life?  We sacrifice.  Mercy leads to sacrifice.

 Mercy leads to sacrifice.

So for example, let’s say someone you know is a horrible person. They hate Christianity. They laugh at your beliefs.
They treat you poorly. But when you have mercy on them, you see them the way God sees them – instead of hating
them or disliking them, or hoping they never join your church(!), you see them as a sick person in need of God’s
healing. And when you see them the way God sees them, you sacrifice for them. That is true mercy. You are so
moved by someone’s spiritual sickness, that it leads you to be sacrificial towards them.

So you might sacrifice your time or money or resources to help them. You might even sacrifice your pride. That’s
why we did the food collection as a church.  We didn’t sacrifice our time and resources to do that because we HAD
to.  We did it because we have mercy on those in need. And that mercy leads us to sacrifice.

That’s why disciples of Jesus are sacrificial in the way they give their money and time. Because we have mercy and
compassion on the people in this community! We’re not following “sacrifice rules”.  We don’t HAVE to give 10% of
our income of 5 hours of our time a week.  It’s not about rules.  It’s about having the merciful heart of God.

So when we struggle to be generous and sacrificial with what we have, we don’t want to be motivated by guilt.  And
we don’t’ want to be motivated by rules and laws on giving.  We want to be motivated by mercy.

True sacrifice, as a disciple of Jesus, comes from sharing the merciful heart of God to see sick people healed by Him.

So here is our motivation – from Ephesians 2:4-5

 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were
dead in transgressions (sins).

God showed us true mercy in the sacrifice of his son Jesus.  Even when we were his undeserving, sinful enemies.

So let’s take away two challenges today...

 1. WHO does God call?  He calls sick people.

 2. WHAT does Jesus want from his disciples?  A heart of mercy.

Let’s pray.


