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(P)LAW 

Laws, they are everywhere! From when we leave the house in the morning, till when 

we get home in the evening, laws effect the way we live our lives. And just like 

everything there are good laws, bad laws and some just plain ol silly laws.  

Here are some ones that I have enjoyed finding on the internet   

• (P)In Iceland anyone can practice medicine provided you hang out sign that 

says Scottulaejnir, which translated means “Quack Doctor” 

• (P)In Florida, If your elephant is left tied to a parking meter, the parking fee 

has to be paid just as it would for a vehicle. 

• (P)In Nebraska, A parent can be arrested if his/her child cannot hold back a 

burp during a church service. 

 

What are laws for?  Wherever there is more than one person interacting with each 

other, there’s a need for rules and regulations, otherwise there will be chaos.  Most 

Laws generally give order to society and it is good for them.  
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For instance, consider the road laws. As soon as you have more than one car on the 

road, you need laws to govern how people in cars can safely drive around. The 

traffic laws protect us and other people on the road.  

 

Today we are going to look at the Law throughout the bible. Now you may ask why 

we should look at the law. It was just for the Jews and no longer applies to us as 

Christians does it? 

 

This morning what I want to do is to take us on a journey to discover the importance 

of law throughout the whole bible.  

 

Last week we left the Israelites having been redeemed from slavery in Egypt and 

God is taking them to the promised land. In the reading today the Israelites are half 

way to the promised land, and they have arrived at Mt Sinai. God comes down to 

the mountain to speak to the Israelite nation and he gives them the law and 

instructions. 
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I guess we come to the question, (P)what were these laws? (P) The most famous of 

the ‘laws’ are the 10 commandments as seen on the screen.  The first four 

commandments deal with the relationship that the Israelites have with God, and the 

last 6 laws deal with the relationship they are to have with each other.  

In Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy there are about 600 laws that God 

gives the Israelites. These laws plus the 10 commandments cover all aspects of life.  

From regulating relationships and dealing with personal and economic matters to 

laying down guidelines for the way Israel should relate to other nations Most 

importantly there were the laws which told them how to relate to God with things 

like sacrifice.  

So (P) what is the law in this case?  It is the commandments that God gave the 

Israelites at Sinai. (P) In Deuteronomy 6:5, and it actually occurs many times in 

Deuteronomy, God’s command that sums up all the laws is this  

“Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your strength. 
6 
These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your 

hearts.” 

Through all of God’s laws, God made it clear to the Israelites that God called them to 

Love the Lord with all their heart, all their soul and strength. 

So we’ve answered the question what is the law, but (P)why did God give the 

Israelites the law?  
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God had redeemed the people from slavery in Egypt, the Israelites were his people. 

He had bought them.  The laws were written to define and secure the loyalty that 

Israel swore to God.  Read with me Exodus 19:4 (P) 

 

‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ 

wings and brought you to myself. 
5 

Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, 

then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole 

earth is mine, 
6 

you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’  

The laws and instructions given by God to Israel represented one of their greatest 

possessions. No other nation had ‘such righteous decrees and laws’.  Obedience to 

these laws distinguished the Israelites from other nations.  

 

So at this point in Israel’s history, (P)God has made a covenant, given his laws to 

them because they are his people. He brought them out of slavery and they are his 

treasured possession. These laws are there for the Israelites to obey, so that they 

can Love the Lord their God with all their heart, soul and mind in the best way 

possible.  They are God’s people. 
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 (P)However there is a problem for the Israelites.  

They don’t keep God’s covenant and they don’t obey his laws  

In fact throughout the whole of the Old Testament we see the Israelites time and 

time again, fail to keep God’s laws.  

Throughout their disobedience the prophets of Israel called upon the people to 

return to God through obedience to his laws, but the Israelites rarely listened. 

Eventually, the prophets spoke of a time when God himself would write his laws, not 

on tablets of stone as before, but upon his people’s hearts. Then they would walk in 

his statutes and obey his commandments. 

Have a look with me at Jeremiah 31:31(P) 

“The time is coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and with the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant I made 

with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, 

because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them, ” declares the 

LORD. “This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time,” 

declares the LORD. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will 
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be their God, and they will be my people.. “For I will forgive their wickedness and 

will remember their sins no more.” 

 

By the end of the Old Testament(P) we see that Israel failed to fulfill the law, they 

failed to become a distinguished nation and they failed to Love God with all their 

heart, soul and mind. (P)But from these verses we know that there is going to be a 

new covenant.  Where the law will be in the minds and hearts of God’s people and 

they will be forgiven for their sins.  

So we come to the New Testament and it is here where we meet Jesus. (P)How does 

Jesus relate to the law?  The main thing we notice about Jesus and the law is the 

(P)conflict he had with the Jewish leaders over the meaning of the law.  Not that 

Jesus failed to obey the law; we see numerous times where Jesus follows the law 

directly. For example, when he healed the ten lepers he told them to go to the 

priests and offer sacrifices which the law prescribed.  And so we see Jesus in conflict 

with the Pharisees and Scribes on the meaning of the law.  Why? Because the 

Pharisees and Scribes in obeying the law were more interested in outward 

appearance rather than what was happening in their heart.  Ultimately they were 

more interested in doing the law correctly rather than being in a relationship with 

God.  
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(P)So with this conflict that Jesus had with the Scribes and Pharisees was he turning 

his back on the past – the history, the laws, and the traditions of the Jews? 

Well Jesus gives this answer in Matthew 5:17(P) 

17 
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 

come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 
18 

I tell you the truth, until heaven and 

earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any 

means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.” Matthew 5:17 

 

What I’d like to focus on now is how Jesus fulfills the Law.   

(P)FIRST Jesus Christ fulfills the law by being the perfect man, he obeyed the law. 

Jesus was a human, like us, Jesus was born under the same law as us, but Jesus was 

different, in that he could keep God’s commands.  

That is why Paul says in Colossians 2:17 ‘These (laws) are a shadow of the things that 

were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ.’  When we look at the law we 

see a shadow, what it is pointing to is JEsus.  Jesus embodied the law, Jesus made 

the law become alive, we can see the law working perfectly in the way that Jesus 

lived. 
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Jesus fulfills the law by his very presence on earth. Born under the same laws as us, 

he fulfills it by his personal obedience to the law.  

(P)SECOND in dying on the cross Jesus took our punishment for our disobedience, 

and it was fully paid for on the cross.  

In Romans 8:1-4 Paul gives a great example of the relationship between the Law and 

Jesus. (P) 

“Therefore, no condemnation now exists for those in Christ Jesus, because the Spirit’s 

law of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. What the 

law could not do since it was limited by the flesh, God did. He condemned sin in the 

flesh by sending His own Son in flesh like ours under sin’s domain, and as a sin 

offering, in order that the law’s requirement would be accomplished in us who do 

not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.”  

In the cross we see Jesus obeying God, loving God and he is loving us by taking our 

punishment.  

The Israelites were distinguished as the people of God if they were to obey God’s 

law and Love God with all their heart, soul and mind.  
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But now, we are people of God because of our faith in Jesus and his death and 

resurrection. Remember the verses from Jeremiah which I read out earlier talking 

about having the law written on our hearts and minds? Well, that’s what Paul is 

talking about here in terms of the Spirit. God writes his law into our hearts by the 

Holy Spirit. The spirit is in our hearts and it transforms the way we live.  

(P)Relating to God no longer requires obedience to the law 

 

Relating to God now is through faith in Jesus Christ.  

We know that through faith in Jesus Christ we are forgiven, and in response to that, 

we are called to imitate Christ, and to imitate Christ means to follow his example.  

We see Christ’s example of how he lived summed up in this one statement. (P) 

 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind and with all your strength.’ And ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

(P)Ephesians 5:1-2 says 

“Be imitators of God. Therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just 

as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 

God.” 
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So knowing that Christ fulfills the law and that we are now people of God through 

Jesus, (P) how do I relate to the law now? How does it work out in our lives? Well I 

think there are two things that we need to watch out for.  

 

1. We can over emphasize the law 

2. We can underemphasize the law 

(P)First of all over emphasizing the law 

Let me ask you to make a list of what you think is a good Christian? (P) Your list may 

look like this… 

Someone who prays, reads the bible and knows it well, goes to church every week,  

gives money to charity, sponsors a child, involved in lots of things at church, makes 

meals for people and the list could go on….  

Now all these things are good things. But what happens when we start to think that 

doing all these things is what makes us Christian.  We start to do these things 

because we want the people around us to see how good we are. Or what about 

when we start to say things about others here at church, when they don’t meet our 

list, ‘I can’t believe they did that, I thought they were a Christian?’ 
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When we are at this point in our thinking we become lovers of the law, and we think 

that what we do is important and not what is in our heart.  

Or what if you’re a person where all you can see in your life is your disobedience 

towards God, your guilt.  (P) Thinking I’ve done so many bad things in my life, God 

can never forgive me, I’m never going to be good enough to help out in the church.  

If you think these things and always being consumed by your guilt, then yes you are 

going to have a heavy burden. (P)  But, Jesus said “Come to me all who are weary 

and burdened, and I will give you rest”.  Jesus loves you and he fulfilled the law, 

allowing you to receive forgiveness for your sins, all you need to do is come to Jesus 

and ask the Holy Spirit into your heart. 

(P)What do we do when Underemphasize the Law 

Jesus summed up the law in this “love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul 

and mind, and love your neighbor as ourselves.   

How are we to love our neighbors as ourselves here at church?  In a church there 

are many ways we can love each other, here are just a few – leading bible study 

groups, serving our kids at kids club or C4K, playing music in the services, printing 

the bulletins, ringing up friends during the week to see how they are going, putting 

together the rosters for Sunday services, counting the money after services, morning 
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tea, cleaning the church, praying for people, these are just a few ways of how we 

can love each other here at church.  

When we love our neighbours in these things I think we sometimes don’t love as 

much as we should, we do the minimum.  It’s something that as humans we do 

really well.  

How close can we get to the breaking the rules?  Take for example the road law of 

speed, (P)When you see this sign, what do you think?  I can go about 66-67.  We 

push the boundaries of what we can and can’t do.  

As a child or parent I think you can relate to the following situation.  

(P)A Parent asks a child after a meal to help with drying the dishes. The child dries 

the dishes, but you know leaves some cups, and cutlery on the rack, and doesn’t put 

all of the dishes in the right spot. The child says, I’ve dried the dishes.  

What about asking the same question on a day like mother’s day. “please, can you 

wash the dishes”  and this time there is nothing left on the rack, it’s all been put 

away right place, the kitchen bench is spotless, the oven’s clean, there’s a meal 

prepared on the table. It’s remarkable, the behavior changed, because on this day in 
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particular, they want to show their mother how much they love her and they 

wanted to please her in every way.  

We can have both these attitudes when it comes to obeying God and loving our 

neighbors can’t we? 

  I love playing music, and I am always delighted and happy to come and play music 

in church, but what about when it comes to a job like cleaning the church? I mean 

who enjoys cleaning?  

God calls us to love our neighbors and serve them not just by delighting in the things 

we enjoy but in delighting in all the areas that we serve in.  So when it comes to jobs 

that you may not like, for example cleaning the church and it’s toilets, the reason we 

offer to help out, should not only be because no one else is doing it, so I’d better 

help out, and when it’s my turn to clean, I’ll clean with thoughts of grumpiness, or a 

complaining, maybe even angry attitude. Maybe we’re thinking ‘Why am I doing 

this, so and so doesn’t do anything to help out at church, I already have 15 jobs to 

juggle with, they can’t just do one job?’ 

 We should enjoy and delight in the cleaning because we are serving our neighbors 

here at church.  



Page 14 of 14 

 

IN what situations of loving God and your neighbor do you find hard to delight in?  

How can we become delighted? The answer is the Holy Spirit, allow it to transform 

and change your heart. We sometimes can be people who are stubborn and we 

know when our attitude is not right. What do we do? Enjoy the whinging and 

grumbling and complaining and get angry and bitter?  Or do we allow the Spirit to 

change our hearts and ask God to take away the bad attitudes that we may have.  

(P)God calls us to “love him with all our heart, soul and mind, and to love our 

neighbors as ourselves” and we should delight in serving God and our neighbors.  

This week will you delight in reading the word of God, will you delight in praying, will 

you delight in being loving toward a difficult or grumpy person at work, school or in 

the family?  Will we delight in going out of our comfort zone and get to know new 

people in our church?  Will we delight in taking part in all activities here at church?  

What is it that you are going to delight in doing this week? 

 


