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(ZOOLANDER VIDEO) 

IN the film clip we just watched, you get the idea of impending disaster as the 

guys muck around with the petrol hoses and then bring out the cigarette. This is 

the way I feel about what is happening in Esther, Haman is trying to destroy the 

Jews, and Esther’s putting herself in danger, I feel an explosion is just around the 

corner.  

You see the BIG problem is, There is a law that cannot be changed and it says on a 

certain day,(P) ALL Jews in ALL of Persia are to be killed and the only Jew who is 

close enough to the king to make a difference is Esther and she can be killed for 

approaching the king.   

But before we go any further lets remind ourselves about who the characters 

are:- 

We have (P) King Xerxes, he is very powerful, and reckless dictatator, His second 

in charge, (P) Haman, is rich, power hungry, and hates Jews. We’ve also met (P) 

Mordecai, a Jew, who raised Esther as his own daughter, he stopped a plot to kill 

the king, and he does not want to bow down to the man Haman. and (P) Esther? 

Well, she is a Jew, and only Mordecai knows that, she’s a beautiful young girl, and 

she’s ready to stand up for the people of God, even if it means death. 
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But, there’s one character I haven’t yet mentioned, and that’s God. He’s the one 

character who is never mentioned in the book of Esther, I think we’ve mentioned 

this fact every week now.  But why is it so important?  What is it about God being 

invisible in this story, that makes him so important?  

Well in todays chapters I’d like to share with you 3 important things about how 

the invisible God carries out his plans. And in today’s sermon we’re going to 

explore each of them 

(P) First, God uses everyday people and events to bring about his plans. 

(P) Second, God has his own perfect timing. 

(P) Third, God is faithful to his promises.  

Lets look at how God uses everyday people and events to bring about his plans in 

Esther. 

At the beginning of chapter 5, Esther put’s on her best clothes, goes to the royal 

court where the King sits and we can all breathe a sigh of relief because King 

Xerxes is glad to see her, he holds out the scepter to her, which is the sign to say – 

you can live.  He then asks her, What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? 

You can even have up to half my kingdom." 

Wow, what a great thing to be asked, Esther can have anything she wants– but 

Esther says can the King and Haman come to my place today for a party.  
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All three of them sit down. Have great food, the wine’s flowing, everyone is 

happy. But the king knew this wasn’t why Esther had come to see him, so he asks 

her the same question – what is it that you want Queen Esther? What’s your 

request? What’s your wish? 

This is it?  This is when Esther can save her people – the Jews.  This is what she’s 

been waiting for, isnt’ it? Well apparently not, because Esther replies – this is my 

request and wish, You and Haman come back to another party tomorrow, and 

then I will answer your question.  The king’s scratching his head and thinking 

what’s going on?  

What is going on? What’s esther up to? The lives of every Jew are in her hands 

and she’s holding dinner parties.  So what is going on? 

Well God doesn’t only use Esther, Mordecai and Haman are also important in 

God’s plans. 

You see Esther’s invitation to Haman to come to the party made him feel very 

good about himself, very proud, and on his way home he sees Mordecai at the 

gate, who still wouldn’t bow down to him, and it made Haman furious!  So, 

Haman goes home, calls his friends and wife and he tells them about how rich he 

is, how many sons he has, all the promotions that he’s had.  BUT he says “that is 

all worthless, because that man Mordecai doesn’t bow down to me.  Well his wife 

and friends say – Look, if this guy is such a problem for you, build a gallows, and 
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then in the morning go and ask the king if you can kill him. (P) A interesting fact. 

Now they are not talking of the (P) gallows we know of, (P) what it was is big spike 

on which they used to drop people on, in this way they died of aphyxsiation, 

horrible way to die. But that same night, as the gallows were being built, the King 

had a sleepless night.  And what do you do when you have a sleepless night? Take 

an asprin, watch TV, count sheep? Well not this king, he knew what would put 

him back to sleep, he decided to bring out a history book about his time as king. 

As we see in the story this ordinary event in chapter 6, a sleepless night, it led to 

Haman honoring, Mordecai the man he hated the most.  

Just coincidence or is it God working through ordinary people and events?  

I think it’s like some of my musical experiences. I played in the orchestra at 

school.  I remember an orchestral piece in which I played the trumpet. The 

beginning starts of with 64 bars of rest, then I got to play 64 bars on the one note 

F. As you can imagine practicing this part at home was boring. Ordinary. But when 

we put all the parts of our orchestra together, the sound was fantastic. If some 

parts were missing the sound wouldn’t be right.  

This is what’s happening in Esther isn’t it? The King’s sleepless night, Queen 

Esther’s parties, Haman’s pride, Mordecai not bowing down to Haman each of 

these events are ordinary, but when each part is put together, we see God’s 

Amazing Kingship. 
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Sometimes we question God’s kingship, maybe because we don’t understand 

what God is doing, and because we don’t see the big picture, we conclude that 

he’s not in control.  

Notice that God’s plan in Esther was worked out without lightning and thunder, 

no parting of the red sea. (P)God uses young and old, Kings and servants, 

unexpected and every day people, just like you and me, to do his work.  

II 

Now Let’s get back to the story and look at (P) God’s perfect timing. 

 Esther had been inviting the King and Haman to all these parties.  If Esther had 

presented her request at the first party, things could have been different.  

Instead, by waiting another day, the whole situation had changed. What great 

timing. On that night, the King could not sleep. Haman happened to be in the 

royal court when the King was looking for advice about how to honour Mordecai. 

What great timing that the gallows Haman ordered to be made was ready for his 

own death? 

It was all in God’s timing for the whole scenario to play out the way it did. It 

meant the King listened to Esther, the king favoured Mordecai, and the King 

turned on Haman.  
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How comforting it is to know that God has unexpected timing, incredible timing, 

the right timing for everything.   

This reminded me of my friend, Haydn.  A few years back, Haydn’s mum had 

Cancer, and a few weeks before she died, she became a Christian. Haydn had 

mentioned to me that he’d been praying for his family to become Christian, and 

he realized that God was using this time to bring them to him, even though it was 

an awful situation.  Because his mum had cancer, his whole family had 

opportunities to hear the good news about Jesus.  His mum now has eternal life 

with God. 

Here in my friend’s life we see God working with unexpected timing, and just like 

in Esther we see that his timing was perfect. (Pause) 

III 

So, let’s have a look at our final point, that (P)God is faithful to his promises. 

Illustration 3 

At bible study one night, a few years ago , I remember getting to the leaders 

house just before their 3 yo daughter was about to go to bed.  I had brought with 

me a packet of tim tams for supper that night and put it on the table, she eyed 

the packet, grabbed it, and gave it to her Dad to open.  But he calmly said, no 

Chloe, you’re going to bed now, you can have one of these tomorrow. She went 
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to bed, we had our bible study, and then we had supper, and opened the 

delicious packet of tim tams. I then saw Chloe’s Dad take a tim tam and wrap it 

up. I asked, what are you doing? His reply was, I promised my little girl a tim tam 

tommorow.  I thought to myself, Wow! I’d forgotten about his promise to her, I 

thought he was just saying it to get her to go to bed and she would have forgotten 

about the promise by tomorrow, but her Dad, he didn’t forget, he kept it. He 

wanted to show her that he was faithful to his promise.  

And here in Esther God is faithful to his promises.  We can be certain all along that 

Haman would never ultimately triumph, and not because Esther or Mordecai was 

clever, but because we can have confidence in God’s faithfulness to the promise 

that he gave to Abraham and his descendents- the Jews.  

Let’s have a quick look at the main promises given to Abraham and his 

descendent David about the Jewish people. 

(P)God promises to Abraham in Gen 12(1-3) that he and his descendants will 

have, land, a great nation, and that his name will be great.  

At the time of Esther if Haman had his way, God’s promise would have been 

broken. There would be no great nation.  Instead we see Haman’s death as a 

sign that God is faithful to his promises.  
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(P)In 2 Samuel 7 God promises that through the jewish king, David that “he will 

raise up a descendant from him, who will establish a kingdom forever. (2 Samuel 

7:12,16.) and That descendant was Jesus. 

If God was not king in Esther, and all the Jews died, Jesus could not have been 

born as his ancestors would have been destroyed.   

Throughout the whole bible we see that God is faithful to his promises. 

(P)In Esther chapters 5-7 we can expect to see God working through people and 

events in unexpected but ordinary ways, we can trust that God’s timing is perfect, 

and we can be confident because God is faithful in his promises to his people. 

On one level all that happens in Esther could have been directly contributed to 

natural luck, in fact, you can attribute so much to luck that a person might say 

that there is no God in Esther – well that’s the 21
st

 Century world view isn’t it? –

there’s a big bang, this led to that, and that evolved into that, and well here we 

are, that’s all there is to it. Randomness, luck, chance, fate.  there is no God.  

August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina kills 1900 people 

Christmas, 2004, a Tsunami kills over 200 000 people, many more lose their 

homes 

The question on our lips is: Where is God in all of this?  



Page 9 of 11 

 

And on a more personal level, where is God through all the hard times in my own 

life?  

Can you think of times in your own life when it’s been hard to trust God?   

When it comes to sickness, we struggle to Trust God. Babies are born with major 

defects, cancer strikes people who have done everything possible to guard against 

it, some people experience continuous pain for years without any medical relief, 

chronic fatigue syndrome, depression, back pain , Many couples pray for years to 

have a child. In all these circumstances. We ask Where is God? 

 If we are to trust God and especially through these hard times, we need to think 

about whether God really is in control.  Because if God isn’t in control- then there 

is no reason for us to trust him, is there.  If you ask people why they trust others, 

it’s because they say they know who the person is, they know their character. 

(holding up bible) This is where we get to know the character of God. The 

chapters in Esther that we looked at today show us how God works. (P)God brings 

about his plan by using everyday people and events, by using his perfect timing, 

and he shows that He is faithful to his people.  

My parents were missionaries in Malaysia, and that was where I was born. We 

came back to Australia to live when I was 7 years old.  At school I use to have 

somedifficult experiences. You see, being a missionary kid meant we didn’t really 

fit in, anywhere.  In Malaysia we were too Australian. In Australia we were too 
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Malaysian. In Australia, this led to a fair amount of teasing and loneliness during 

my school years, I had the feeling “I just don’t fit in.” I remember a time in year 2, 

I had to sit next to a girl who pinched and hit me, threw all her rubbish on my 

desk, for no reason? I use to come home crying every day.  For a young girl, these 

circumstances are not nice and the pain is real, I still remember.  What do I do 

with these difficult times I’ve experienced? Do I become resentful towards my 

parents, towards God, and become a bitter person? Do I surrender to God’s 

control in my life, but with reluctance? “If I have to God”  I look back now, and I 

think I understand why God allowed me to go through those circumstances.  I can 

empathize with others who go through times of rejection and loneliness, and I can 

relate to people from different cultures with understanding.  

But what if we’re in the difficult times right now? What if we’re struggling with 

chronic back pain, or depression, or broken relationships, a nasty boss, whatever 

it may be? 

Can we have an attitude of acceptance, in which we can say, We trust you God, 

because you Love us and you Know what is best for us.  and Acceptance doesn’t 

mean we do not pray for healing, or for our boss to change. 

Prayer is still important in our lives. Can we understand that although God can do 

ALL things, but for infinitely wise and loving reasons, he may not do what we pray 
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he will do. If we can pray “Your will be done” to God, we should continue to pray 

as long as the desire remains. 

Looking back at Esther, we see an ordinary girl and we see how God has used 

everyday situations, in his timing to deliver his promises. So don’t always look for 

the thunder and lightning of an answer, but trust in God. Trust that he will deliver 

on his promises just like he did with Esther. Trust that everything is in his perfect 

timing. And trust that we have an awesome God who loves us. What an amazing 

God we have.   

 

Let’s Pray 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for being our King and for being in control of 

everything. We Thank you that whatever particular struggle and problem in life 

we can be sure that you, our God and Father has a loving purpose in it.  We pray 

that in our daily lives we will be able to trust you in everything, because we know 

that you love us and that you know what is best for us.  

In Jesus name we pray, AMEN 

 

 

 


