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Sermon: Genesis 6-8.  “The flood – How does God judge?” 

Rev. Bruce Stanley 

Sermon text and audio available for download at www.waitara.anglican.asn.au 

• Introduction – How does God judge? 

The flood is a story we all know really well isn’t it?  Quick question for you: 

Question: How many of each animal did Moses take onto the ark?  How many of each animal? (None – it was Noah!) 

I remember being taught this story in Sunday school – that it was all about Noah obeying God.  Noah was told to 

build an ark and everyone laughed at him and said he was silly.  And Noah tried to warn everyone to get on the ark, 

but they wouldn’t listen.  But that’s not what we read here, is it?  There’s no laughing.  No invitations to anyone else. 

Because this isn’t really about Noah.  This story is more about God and how He deals with sin.  It’s about judgement 

and punishment, and it’s about mercy.  And it’s the kind of story that raises the question: “Why does a loving God 

allow people to suffer?”  Why does a loving God allow floods and earthquakes and Tsunamis?  Why does God allow 

poverty?  Is an earthquake, or the spread of HIV, a judgement and punishment from God?  Does God judge the earth 

this way today? 

This is also a question we can ask on a personal level – when I’m sick, or when things don’t go well in my life, is it 

because God is judging me and punishing me for my sin? 

Ill – I remember a friend of mine once being told by people in his church that he was suffering from cancer because 

God was judging and punishing him for the sin in his life that he had not confessed.  But is this the way God really 

works?  Does God judge like this today? 

Genesis 6 is a great place to start answering these questions.  Today, we’re going to look at the flood as a way of 

introducing 3 of the most important themes in the Bible: 1. Sin, 2. Judgement and 3. Mercy 

1. Sin 

First of all, the Flood is about the sinfulness of humanity.  Genesis 6:5 – 

“
5
 The LORD saw how great man’s wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of 

his heart was only evil all the time. 
6
 The LORD was grieved that he had made man on the earth, and his heart was 

filled with pain.” 

How does God respond to sin?  God sees that everything man was doing was evil.  And God was... grieved.  God’s 

heart was full of pain. God is deeply upset by sinfulness.  He sees corruption and wickedness and violence in the 

world he created, and he is so saddened by it that he decides to put an end to mankind. 

What does this tell us about God?  It tells us that He is deeply upset by sin.  And when he sees poverty and greed, 

injustice and corruption, war and hatred, we know that God is deeply saddened and upset. 

But how does God respond to this sin?  What does he DO about it in Genesis 6?  The key word is... 

2. Judgement. 

Genesis 6:7 – “
7
 So the LORD said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth—men and 

animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air—for I am grieved that I have made them.”” 
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God’s judges Noah as righteous and saves him, with his family.  But he judges the rest of the world as evil and brings 

on them the punishment of destruction.  What do you think of that?  It seems harsh, doesn’t it?  But this tells us just 

how much God hates sin in his world and that he won’t just ignore it. 

Ill – For example, imagine you had termites eating away your house.  Would you just tell them again and again “Stop 

it!  Stop eating my house!”  Or would you wipe them out?  Would you destroy them completely because of what 

they’ve done? 

God sees evil destroying his world and he moves quickly to get rid of it.  And because God MADE the world, He has 

every right to destroy what he has made.  BUT, because God is loving, and because we’re not termites, because we 

are special in God’s creation, made in his image, God doesn’t just judge and punish.  He also shows... 

3. Mercy 

When people sin, God brings judgement.  BUT... he ALSO shows mercy. 

The rain comes.  The earth is flooded.  Everything and everyone is destroyed, except... Noah and his family and the 

animals.  Then the floods retreat and Noah, his family and the animals leave the ark and then God does an amazing 

thing: He re-establishes his relationship with humanity in Genesis 9:12-16 – 

“
12

 And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and every living creature with 

you, a covenant for all generations to come: 
13

 I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the 

covenant between me and the earth. 
14

 Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the 

clouds, 
15

 I will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will 

the waters become a flood to destroy all life.” 

This is the pattern we see throughout the Bible.  People sin.  God judges them and bring punishment.  But then he 

shows mercy and restores his relationship with them.  And that’s the pattern of the Old Testament.  Sin. Judgement. 

Mercy. Restoration... Sin. Judgement. Mercy. Restoration. 

In Genesis 6, God makes a covenant – a promise – that he will never again flood the earth.  No matter what mankind 

does, he will never again flood the earth and destroy all life.  And the sign of the covenant is the rainbow.  That 

rainbow is the sign God gives us to remind us that we are still in a relationship with him. 

Ill – For example, marriage is a covenant.  And the sign of the rainbow is similar to the sign of a wedding ring – a 

wedding ring shows that I have a relationship with my wife.  And it’s a constant reminder of my promises and our 

relationship. 

So Genesis 6 sets up this pattern.  Sin, judgement (and punishment), then mercy, (and restoration). 

 

Today 

But does God still work like this today?  If we do something wrong, does God judge us and punish us immediately like 

he did with the flood?  It seems that God punishes a lot in the Old Testament, but he’s much nicer in the New 

Testament.  Soome poepel even say that in the Old Testament he’s a God of judgement and punishment, but in the 

New Testament, he’s a God of kindness and mercy.  So why does God seem so different in the New Testament? 

The answer is: Jesus!  Have a look with me at Hebrews 9:27 – 

“Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgement, so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the 

sins of many people; and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are 

waiting for him” 
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What that means is that since Jesus came, God is now waiting.  God is NO DIFFERENT in the Old and New 

Testaments.  But today, he’s not bringing immediate judgement and punishment on people, like he did in Old 

Testament times.  Today, God is holding back judgement and punishment until the one final day.  He’s he same God.  

He still hates sin.  But he sent Jesus to die on the cross to take the judgement and punishment for our sin.  And now 

he waits.  Then, on that final day, he’ll send Jesus to return.  And on that judgement day, we will see two groups of 

people: 

The first group who put their faith in Jesus.  They will be saved.  Salvation.  Eternal life.  Heaven.  They are judged as 

righteous, because Jesus has taken their punishment for sin. 

The second group – who didn’t put their complete trust in Jesus – they will not be saved.  They will face God’s 

judgment for their sin and the eternal punishment of hell.  Because that is the punishment for sin.  Because they 

have not put their trust in Jesus to take their sin away. 

In other words, today, God is holding off his judgment and punishment.  He won’t flood the earth again.  He won’t 

bring punishment on us each time we fail him.  He’s holding back.  Waiting.  Because God is loving and merciful, God 

is giving us a chance - a chance to put our trust in Jesus.  (2 Peter 3:15; 2 Peter 3:8-9) 

Now, God isn’t sitting back doing nothing!  God is still active in our lives.  God still answers prayers and protects us 

from evil and restrains evil people.  But he doesn’t act with judgement or punishment, because that will only happen 

on the final day. 

So today, when we see evil acts of terrorism, or parents abusing children, or 1 billion people living in poverty in our 

world – we can pray and expect God to be active.  But do not expect to see His judgement and punishment yet.  God 

will intervene.  God will be active.  But not with judgement and punishment.  Not yet. 

Because today, God is holding back his final judgment on all people.  And on that final day when Jesus returns, we 

will all stand before God and face His judgement.  If you have put your trust in Jesus, you will be judged as righteous, 

you will escape punishment, and be given salvation.  But if you don’t follow Jesus, you will be judged guilty, and face 

God’s eternal punishment of hell. 

So when we look at our world today and see Tsunamis, floods, bushfires, AIDS, Swine flu, cancer, war, poverty – are 

these mini-judgements of God?  No.  These are not God’s judgement.  But they are warnings for us.  These things are 

warnings that the world is not well – that things are not right, that this world is passing away.  As we see good 

people suffer alongside evil people, we’re reminded that we are waiting for one final judgement day when God will 

bring complete and total justice upon this earth.  A day when the last will be first and the first will be last.  But on 

that day, only those who trust in Jesus will be given God’s mercy.  Everyone else will face God’s eternal punishment. 

In Genesis 6, God shows us a glimpse of his judgement in the flood.  But today, because of his mercy, He is waiting – 

and giving us the opportunity to escape his punishment by putting our trust in Jesus. 

Let’s pray. 


