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On Friday night, after coming home from youth group, I watched the end of this movie 
on Tv and as I watched this scene I was struck to see how well it illustrated the bible’s 
big picture into which the existence of suffering fits.  The characters in the story kept 
going because they were holding onto something.  For Sam and Frodo, they were 
holding onto the fact that there must be some good in this world. For Job’s friends, 
maybe they were holding onto the wisdom of the world.   

Job is a man who had everything taken away from him, his family, his possessions, his 
friends, his good health. And we see that throughout all of this he continues to hold onto 
God even as he cries out to God in anguish.  As God appears to Job and reminds him 
of how Awesome God is, Job is transformed into a humble man,  Job’s relationship with 
God is restored.   

And this is where we find ourselves in the book of Job when we come to chapter 42 
verse 7.  Job is restored and he receives a double portion of everything that he had at 
the beginning. (P) It’s really a great hollywood ending, a happy ending isn’t?  

I am a person who loves happy endings in stories, but doesn’t this ending seem very 
fairytale like, a bit unreal? I mean in real life suffering can still continue even though we 
hold onto God.  Don’t we criticize some churches for their teaching of prosperity gospel, 
isn’t this an example of that? Job a righteous man getting what he deserves?? There 
are a quite a few critics that don’t like this ending, and so they either get rid of the 
ending to the story of Job, or say it is an edited ending that was written to make the 
story finish ‘happily ever after’.   But if we finish the story of Job at chapter 42 verse 6 
we miss out on seeing the complete picture of God’s grace.  There is a reason for this 
fairytale ending so let’s see what these last ten verses tell us.   

In verses 7-9 we see two things – (P) First Job’s faith in God is justified in front of his 
friends, and second we see that Job become a mediator for his friends.    
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(P)  Job’s faith is justified in front of his friends 

 

Now Job’s friends, Eliphaz, Zophar and Bildad are pretty wise men according to worldly 
standards.  And in a way what they say in their speeches is true however after God 
finished speaking with Job, he said to Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar “I am angry with you”. 
They may have be surprised what have we done to anger God?  well God answers their 
question by saying “you have not spoken the truth about me as my servant Job has”  
(P) They failed to speak the truth about God. 

Eliphaz and his friends in all their wisdom didn’t understand who God is, they 
misunderstood how his creation works and God is angry. 
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What about Job, he seems to have spoken right things about God even though we see 
him repents of his words in chapter 42 verse 6.  A quick glimpse at Job’s speeches 
show us a true view about who God is. 

9:4 <God is wise and all powerful<. 

9:10 ..he performs great and unsearchable things wonders without number< 

He even says in verse 12 “Who can ask Him, “What are You doing?”  

Job is a man who speaks the truth about God. 

The Irony is, that these friends, who think that they know how everything works, they 
need to be reconciled to God. They have called Job to repent so many times through 
their speeches but they could not see that they were the ones who needed to repent 
before God. (P) It is here that Job’s faith is justified in front of his friends.   

As he prays for his friends Job shows the same grace and compassion that God 
showed him in chapters 38-41. 

So, Job who has a personal relationship with God, prays for his three friends, he 
becomes their mediator so that their relationship with God can be restored.   

 

The need for a mediator 

(P) As Job was the mediator between his friends and God, so too do we need a 
mediator between us and God.  Why do we need a mediator? Well it is clearly shown to 
us in (P) Romans 3: 10-12 “There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one 
who understands, no one who seeks God.  All have turned away, they have together 
become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one.” 

We need a mediator as much as Job and his friends do, and the picture that we see in 
verses 7-9 of Job points us towards the Ultimate Mediator between God and human 
beings.  Jesus Christ gave himself, he poured out his blood as an offering, to take on 
the punishment that we deserve for our disobedience towards God, and he is alive now, 
praying for us.   

If you have not had Jesus pray for you as Job prayed for his friends, then you will 
remain in a broken relationship with God.  

If we think about Job 42 verse 8 in light of the New Testament perhaps it could sound 
like this – 

The Lord God is saying to you Go to my servant Jesus, he has already sacrificed 
himself for you, My servant Jesus will pray for you, and I will accept his prayer and not 
deal with you according to your folly.  Go to Jesus, he is calling you to come to him and 
he will pray for you.  
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Well the book of Job doesn’t end here, we see in verses 10-17 that Job is restored to 
his friends and family and this is where he receives a double portion of what he had in 
the beginning.   

 God’s restoration of Job’s possessions portray his infinite Grace 

(P) As we head into these last few verses, have you noticed that Satan has not 
appeared since chapter 2 where Satan claimed that if he could strike Job low and make 
him suffer, Job would curse God to his face, but he doesn’t, yes he struggles, screams 
and weeps, but through it all he praises the Lord, humbles himself and prays for his 
friends, and it is here that Satan’s challenge is defeated. Job still held onto God 
throughout his suffering, and now God blesses him.  

When we see God restoring Job a double portion of his possessions, we should see this 
blessing as an act of God’s grace.  It’s not a reward for Job because he repented of his 
sins.  The fact that this blessing is God’s grace is also shown in Job’s actions. We see 
Job give an inheritance to his sons and daughters.  In those days daughters only 
receive an inheritance when there were no sons, but here all of his children receive an 
inheritance. This points us towards the time when all who believe in the Lord will receive 
an inheritance, no distinction between Jew or gentile, all people can receive God’s 
grace.  

Why a double portion?  

Does this have any significance?  Well it points us towards God’s promise that his 
people will receive a double blessing.   

Let’s look at (P)  Isaiah 61:7. “Instead of their shame my people will receive a double 
portion, and instead of disgrace they will rejoice in their inheritance; and so they will 
inherit a double portion in their land, and everlasting joy will be theirs.”  

Job’s double portion points us towards the ultimate blessing that we will receive and it 
will never be taken away from us.  Job’s restoration of his material possessions, could 
all be taken away again in one moment, I think he knew this. And we saw in chapter 19 
that for him what blessing really counted was the day when he will be resurrected.  

So, Job’s material blessing is there to point us toward the ultimate blessing that we will 
receive when Jesus return. Have a look at (P) 1 Peter 1:3-5 “In his great mercy he has 
given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade–kept in heaven for 
you�”  

 

We may have a horrible life here on earth, where we may face troubles time and time 
again, or we may live a life where you don’t face any major troubles, but God promises 
to all of us that we will receive an inheritance that will never perish spoil or fade. 
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So as we conclude this book of Job does God answer Job’s question (P) “Why am I 
suffering?”  

ON the surface, it looks like God never answers this question. There seems to be no 
straight answer to Job, this is why you are suffering.  

But when we look deeper into Job’s story, we realize that God does answer Job’s 
question. Let’s look at Job’s journey.  

Job the richest and the greatest man in the east who feared God and turned away from 
evil.  He Lost everything he owned, his children, his servants and all of his possessions 
and his good health.  He felt like was going to die. But with everything gone, Job still 
hangs onto his faith in God.  And as his friends come to comfort him with worldly 
wisdom they almost push him into despair, Job cries out to God, and demands God to 
justify him and asks him Why are you doing this to me? God answers Job, “look at me 
JOb, not at yourself, look at me”.  (P) God reminds him that he is the Creator and 
Designer, he is the Revealer and Comforter, he is the Mediator and Saviour, he is 
Strengthener and Restorer.  God answers trust in Me. 

Illustration – I want to tell you about a man named Charles Cooper.  He had been 
married for four months when his wife was returning from a trip. Charles and his mother-
in law went to the airport to pick her up. As the plane pulled up to the runway, they saw 
ambulances and police cars closing in on the back of the plane.  But Charles’s focus 
was on the front of the plane from where his wife would get off. All of a sudden, his 
mother in law grabbed his arm and pointed to a stretcher that was being removed from 
the back door of the airplane. On the stretcher was obviously a body, covered by a 
white sheet. But what caught their attention was that hanging from the stretcher was a 
handbag that they recognized as his wife’s.  A few moments later their names were 
called over the loudspeaker and in shock, they were informed that shortly before 
landing, without any previous history of such a condition, his young wife had suffered a 
fatal heart attack. How do you respond to this kind of news?  As Charles Cooper shared 
his own journey of pain to a group of students, His closing comment to the group was 
this. “the cards, the letters, the phone calls, the embraces, and the love of friends all 
played a part in helping me to survive. But what kept me going more than anything else 
was my confidence in the character of God.” 

We see that God’s people do suffer we experience it here. Bad things can happen to 
good people. Suffering and pain comes in many forms. It may be the heartache of an 
unhappy marriage, or the disappointment of a miscarried pregnancy, or grief over a 
spiritually indifferent or rebellious child. Maybe it is someone who experiences a long 
term illness like depression, anxiety, or chronic fatigue syndrome. Or maybe it is the 
anxiety of someone who has just lost their job or the despair of a young mum who has 
learned she has a terminal illness. Others may experience the sting of injustice, the dull 
ache of loneliness and the stabbing pain of unexpected grief.  

From this ending in the book of Job, we can see that suffering will end. We don’t know 
when.  We are not promised freedom from suffering in this world. We are not let into all 
of God’s secrets. But we are promised grace.  
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For some of us, there may be healing and restoration in this life. But for every one of us 
a gift awaits us in the new’ heavens and the new earth, where there will be no more 
pain, no more tears, no more death.   

 

So when we feel like Frodo did in the video, where we say “I can’t do this anymore”, 
what can we do? Well I have thought about three things<. 

(P)Rely on God’s grace because he will strengthen you through anything–  

When Paul in the New Testament was suffering, Paul says this in 

(P) 2 Corinthians 12:8 “Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 

But God said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” <. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in 
hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.  Rely 
on God’s grace because he strengthens you. 

(P) Pray – Through Job’s suffering, he continued to pray to God. Praying just means 
talking. We don’t just pray into thin air, no we pray to a God who is all-powerful, infinite 
in his wisdom, and loving. We pray to a God who is able to hear and is willing to listen to 
us.   

Let’s pray that the Holy Spirit will enable you to get beyond the facts about God so that 
you will come to know Him better and be able to trust Him more completely.  

Job not only prayed on his behalf, but he also prayed for his friends.  We can pray for 
our friends and family, that they may come to know God. And we can also pray for them 
as they go through times of suffering.  

Going through the book of Job has made me learn to pray these things. Everyday I 
Thank God for my life, I thank God for my husband mark, and I thank God that he 
knows best, and I pray to God that if anything happens to me, my family or friends, that 
I, that we remember that God knows best.  

(P)  Be willing to talk and to comfort others  

Sometimes when we go through suffering we don’t want people to know about it.  For 
example – We can come to church, and on the outside we’re smiley and happy, but 
really inside of us we are hurting.  We think - I don’t want people to know that I have 
problem.  I don’t really want to burden them with my suffering. If they really know how 
I’m feeling or what I’m going through maybe they won’t want to be my friend.   

Two important points for us to remember 

(P)   Don’t be ashamed or don’t be too proud to share with your family and friends that 
you are going through a hard time or an ongoing suffering.  It’s ok we all go through all 
kinds of suffering and as brothers and sisters in Christ we are here to help each other 
through trials of pain.  
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Illustration    

My sister Selina does this at times. She holds her pain inside of her and occasionally 
when she does open up to me, It hurts me to see the pain that she’s gone through, 
alone, for so long. How could I have helped her without her knowing? Be willing to talk.  

 

(P)   Whatever circumstance you may have gone through, or are still going through, you 
can be a comfort to anyone who is in any kind of affliction, Why?  because of the 
comfort that you have received from God in your times of affliction.  

(P)  Rely on God’s grace because he strengthens you, Pray and be willing to talk and to 
comfort.  

pause<<.. (P) 

    What are you holding onto when you go through the dark and the sunny days?  

pause< 

I pray that we will hold onto the character of God who promises us a double portion, an 
eternal life with him forever.  


