
For a few years I have been going to a Christian arts festival called 

Blackstump. And each year they have a tent devoted to coffee and chocolate, 

not just any coffee and chocolate but promoting free trade coffee and 

chocolate. You may have heard of this and your reaction may be that it’s just 

bad tasting. But let me tell you a story from the World Vision website about 

the people, the slaves that have to pick non free trade cocoa…. 

 

The fall in price of raw cocoa has forced small farmers in the cocoa region to 

cut labour costs, in order to make enough from their crops. 

 

This has been linked to the re-emergence of slave labour. Over 15,000 

children are suspected to have been sold into forced labour on northern Ivory 

Coast plantations in recent years. 

 

These children mostly under 14 are involved in dangerous work, including 

spraying pesticides, using machetes and carrying heavy loads. They have no 

access to education or health care. Physical abuse is also common. 

 

"The beatings were a part of my life," said a former bonded labourer, Aly 

Diabate. If he fell while carrying the heavy bags of cocoa, no-one would 

help. "Instead, they beat you and beat you until you picked it up again." (3)  



 

Having heard that, what are you thinking? Is your heart crying out for justice 

for those people, are you wishing that judgment would come to the slave 

drivers that are hurting those poor people. Well that will give you some idea 

of what God was thinking in the passage we are looking at today. 

 

Just to recap on what has happened so far through Joel. In the last two 

sermons we saw that the Israelites had 2 problems, a major locust plague and 

the coming day of the Lord, judgment Day. Joel called on the people to trust 

God and repent. If they did God would restore the damage that the locusts 

did and give out his Spirit to everyone so that all who call on the name of the 

lord will be saved. 

  

So far we have looked at the positive side of God’s response to these crises. 

We have seen the many blessings that God will pour out onto his people 

Israel if they turn to him and now we are going to look at the judgment God 

has for the nations who have tortured Israel. 

 

The first thing I notice when looking at the first 3 verses of chapter 3 is the 

repeated use of the word “my” by God. You see this in verse 2 my 

inheritance, my people, my land and again in verse 3 my people. God treats 



Israel as his own as it said in 2:18 God is jealous for his land and takes pity 

on his people, and because others have hurt the Israelites, hurt what is his, he 

will bring judgment on them. This would have been a great comfort and 

reassurance for the Israelites in times of trouble as they know that God will 

look out for them and it can be a great comfort for God’s people today when 

we are in trouble, whether its people  being kept in slavery in Africa or if it’s 

us here in Waitara. 

 

God then lays out what the nations have done to Israel, in the first 6 verses. 

They have scattered his people, sold them into slavery and carried off the 

treasures from is temple. Tyre and Sidon in Phoenicia and Philistia are two 

countries that surrounded Israel. One in the north and one in the south. 

Although they did many things against Israel themselves they were probably 

used to represent all nations outside Israel. And what is God’s response in 

verse 7-8. He will do back to them what they did to Israel. He will sell their 

children. He will repay them for what they have done. God will judge fairly, 

giving back to the nations what they did. That sounds good doesn’t it? That 

appeals to our sense of right, we want God to be just when he judges, we 

want people to be repaid for their wrong, when I told the story at the 

beginning of the sermon, I know I felt that I wanted those slavers to get what 

they deserved.  



 

We then come to verse 9-11. Here God summons the peoples of the world to 

do battle with him. “9 Proclaim this among the nations: Prepare for war! 

Rouse the warriors! Let all the fighting men draw near and attack. 10 Beat 

your plowshares into swords and your pruning hooks into spears… 12 ‘Let 

the nations be roused; let them advance into the Valley of Jehoshaphat, for 

there I will sit to judge all the nations on every side” 

What strikes me about this section is how confident God is. He sounds like 

an over confident warrior summoning, even taunting his enemy to fight with 

him. God is so confident of victory that he doesn’t take up a defensive 

position in preparation for this battle. He doesn’t even stand up to meet the 

invading army. He just calmly sits on his throne of judgment!  

 

Is God overconfident?  Not at all. He’s taken on these kinds of armies 

before. By summoning his enemies to the Valley of Jehoshaphat God seems 

to be alluding to a battle he fought during the reign of King Jehoshaphat, the 

fourth king of Judah. One day, word reached Jehosophat that the Moabites, 

Ammonites, and Edomites were coming to attack with what was described 

as a “vast” army (2 Chronicles 20:2). Although Jehoshaphat had a capable 

army at his disposal he first ordered his people to fast and then he prayed for 

the Lord’s help. God answered Jehoshaphat’s prayer by giving a Levite this 



message: “Listen, King Jehoshaphat and all who live in Judah and 

Jerusalem! This is what the Lord says to you: ‘Do not be afraid or 

discouraged because of this vast army. For the battle is not yours, but 

God’s’” (2 Chronicles 20:15). And when they arrived at the battleground 

they saw dead bodies of the enemy all around them. Not one soldier from the 

invading army was left alive and Jehoshaphat’s men hadn’t fired a single 

arrow! God had caused the enemy to fight one another. God is capable of 

winning a battle even against all the nations.  Jehoshaphat actually means 

God has judged. In this valley God will judge all the nations. 

 

And what will happen to the people God judges? They will be trampled like 

grapes in a winepress. Back in the days before machines would get the juice 

out of the grapes to make wine, the grapes would be put into a big barrel and 

slowly stomped on by people to squeeze the juice out. That is what God will 

do to the nations. On that day the sun and moon will be darkened and the 

stars no longer shine, the Lord will roar and the earth and the sky will 

tremble. It sounds like a terrible day. But then we hear the great blessings 

that will come to Israel, because God is their refuge. We see that they will 

have new wine, hills that flow with milk, a symbol of prosperity and 

abundance and all the ravines will run with water, a precious commodity for 



a land that was surrounded by desert. And Joel concludes in verse 20 that 

Judah will be inhabited forever.  

 

A big contrast isn’t it, between the nations and the Jews. One will be 

crushed, the others will be blessed. Now if you’re like me, you may be 

saying hang on a minute, I am not a Jew, I am a gentile, I am part of these 

other nations. How does this work with me? Some other prophesies have 

statements that the other nations can come to God, but where is it here. Well 

to get that answer, we need to turn to the new Testament. We can turn to the 

same passage that Emily looked at last week in Romans 10, which actually 

quotes from Joel.  Emily finished at verse 11, but let me now also read what 

Paul then says in verse 12, for there is no difference between Jew and 

Gentile, the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him. 

Through Jesus, we are now part of Gods people with the Jews, so that if we 

trust and believe we too will receive the blessings mentioned in Joel. 

 

So when will this happen, when will the nations be cursed and those 

belonging to God be blessed. Well the prophesy of Joel has not come true 

yet. Israel has never really been free, they go from occupation to occupation, 

they never been completely free and peaceful. Even now the nation 

continues to face war. And those of Gods family outside Israel as well have 



not reached the state of blessing that Joel describes. This does not mean that 

Joel’s prophesy was wrong.  It simply means that Joel is speaking of 

something that is yet to happen. It is to come in some future time. 

 

Previously I have said that this is referring to the Judgement day, the end 

times when Jesus will come again. So let’s turn to Revelation, which talks of 

Judgement day where we see some references back to Joel. 

 

Read Rev 14:14-20 with me
 14 
I looked, and there before me was a white 

cloud, and seated on the cloud was one “like a son of man”
a
 with a crown of 

gold on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. 
15 
Then another angel came 

out of the temple and called in a loud voice to him who was sitting on the 

cloud, “Take your sickle and reap, because the time to reap has come, for the 

harvest of the earth is ripe.” 
16 
So he who was seated on the cloud swung his 

sickle over the earth, and the earth was harvested.  

18 
Still another angel, who had charge of the fire, came from the altar and 

called in a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, “Take your sharp 

sickle and gather the clusters of grapes from the earth’s vine, because its 

grapes are ripe.” 
19 
The angel swung his sickle on the earth, gathered its 

                                                 
a 
Daniel 7:13 



grapes and threw them into the great winepress of God’s wrath. 
20 
They were 

trampled in the winepress outside the city, and blood flowed out of the press 

 

This powerful imagery is very similar to that in Joel, the sickle, the 

winepress and God’s wrath. But do you notice who is the handing out God’s 

wrath, you see it in verse 14, it is the one like a son of man, it’s Jesus. Did 

you realize that, that Jesus is the one who is going to hand out God’s wrath 

in the end times. This vision of Jesus not only bringing salvation but also 

judgment and justice does not fit with the image of Jesus in today’s society. 

Society tends to think of Jesus as a nice guy, someone who is all about 

preaching love. While some of that is true, we should also be aware that 

Jesus is going to hand out God’s wrath as well. I think sometimes even we 

as Christians tend to focus too much on the nice side of Jesus, without 

remembering the judgement that will happen if we don’t turn to God. 

 

That brings me to our response. What should our response be to this 

judgement? I think this can affect us in two ways and both are ways which I 

get very passionate about. Firstly, I think we should be grateful to God that 

he has saved us from his judgement. I remember the first time I saw a movie 

about Jesus life. It was at the end of first year uni at a Christian camp. I 

found it incredibly moving seeing Jesus take the punishment that I deserved. 



I remember sitting in the auditorium afterward along with many other people 

praying to God, thanking him for what Jesus had done to remove the 

judgment from me. It is only because of Jesus that we are now part of Gods 

people and it is only because of God, that we have a refuge and a stronghold. 

 

Thinking about Gods Judgment also has another effect on me. When I think 

of Gods judgment and the terrifying and dreadful time it will be it makes me 

very eager to tell people who don’t know God, how they can avoid it. When 

I think of God’s judgement, I think of my family and friends who are not 

Christians and it spurs me on to make sure I do everything I can to make 

sure they hear Gods word. Sometimes that means telling them directly, it 

means living a life different to the world, and always it means praying for 

them constantly. And it’s not just family and friends I want to help save 

from that awful judgement, its everyone. This week I have been to CMS 

summer school and have heard from many missionaries about the needs 

around the world for people to help spread God’s word. There are people 

from every country who still have not had a chance to be saved from this 

terrible judgement. Does this motivate you to spread the good news about 

Gods salvation to the nations? 

As Rom 10, the passage we looked at earlier goes onto say, How can they 

call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the 



one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone 

preaching to them? 
15 
And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is 

written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”
h1
  

 

How are you going to respond to God’s judgment? 

 

Amen 

                                                 
h 
Isaiah 52:7 
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