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Introduction	  

Last year Mark and I had a wonderful opportunity to go and see these magicians.  I got to see this trick live, 
Teller turning coins into goldfish! It was an amazing and cool trick, something that definitely kept me 
entertained!  

And I think this is how some people view the miracle that Jesus did in our passage today, to see it as nothing 
more than an amazing thing, and possibly we may think how great it would be to have this guy with us 
whenever we need something amazing to happen.  

If	  you	  remember,	  Last	  week	  we	  were	  challenged	  to	  Come	  and	  See	  who	  this	  man	  from	  heaven	  was,	  and	  we	  
also	  heard	  Jesus	  say	  to	  Nathaniel, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see 
greater things than that.”  And then the very next thing John does in his book, is tell us about the very first 
miracle that Jesus did. This story is something that John wants us to SEE.  

Here’s something I have found interesting about John’s Gospel.  When compared to the other three gospels, 
John uses a different word for Jesus’ miracles. He doesn't use the word miracle, instead he uses the word 
sign. 

You see the word miracle puts a lot of the emphasis on the action or the power of Jesus. Which he does 
have, and these miracles are an amazing thing. But John doesn’t want the reader to focus only on the 
amazing power that Jesus has but on what it reveals to us about who Jesus is.  So John calls the miracles 
signs so that we can focus on the work of Jesus.  
 
We need to be careful when reading this passage. Not to lose sight of who Jesus is because we’re so pre-
occupied with the miracle, With the show that’s going on. Because some people can get caught up with the 
details HOW Jesus did the miracle, did it really happen? or perhaps some get sidetracked with questions like 
does this miracle tell us anything about how we use alcohol, or about weddings, And I’m sure there’s many 
more questions you can ask. 
Now, please don’t hear me saying that you shouldn’t ask these kinds of questions or investigate these things, 
I think it is good to ask questions, but my point is that if you only focus on these things and get stuck at the 
sign, then you miss out on what the sign is pointing us to which is worth seeing!    
So, if John is calling this miracle a sign it must communicate to us something. After all that’s what a sign 
does isn’t it. For example, a stop sign communicates for you to stop and be aware of traffic ahead of you in 
the intersection.  And when we see a sign there are three ways I think we can respond to it..   

1. We can ignore it – as I sit at my desk throughout the week, I see so many people ignore the stop sign 
at this intersection, and occasionally the one way sign going towards the hospital.  Definitely not a 
safe way to live.  
This is when people see Jesus miracle and don't pay any attention.  



 

 

2. The second way is that we can misunderstand it, we don’t understand the sign the way it was 
intended.  

For example have a look at this sign…  
- You imagine the church people killing you, rather than them helping you deal with worry – which is the 
point of the sign. 
- You imagine the terrible indigestion you get from the Sherrill’s Roadhouse kitchen, rather than filling up 

with petrol then eating dinner – which is the point of the sign. 
This is like the people who see Jesus sign, but don't really see who Jesus really is.  
And final way we can respond to signs, we can see the sign, understand it and respond appropriately to what 
it says.  

So, this morning we are coming and seeing what the sign that Jesus does, looking closer and seeing what it 
is pointing towards.  

Sometimes it can be a bit of a mystery trying to work out why Jesus does what he does, but the author John, 
has been very kind to us as he clearly tells us what this sign was pointing towards.  

Purpose	  of	  the	  sign	  (vs	  11)	  

Have	  a	  look	  at	  verse	  11	  –it	  says	  this	  -‐	  	  What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs 
through which he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.1  

Jesus	  performed	  the	  sign	  through	  which	  

1. He	  displayed	  his	  glory	  	  

2. Which	  caused	  his	  disciples	  to	  believe/trust	  in	  him	  

John	  also	  writes	  later	  in	  his	  book	  why	  he	  wrote	  this	  book,	  and	  this	  also	  expands	  on	  the	  purpose	  of	  what	  the	  
sign	  is	  to	  mean	  for	  US..	  	  

John	  20:30-‐31	  says	  -‐	  30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

John	  is	  kind	  to	  us	  isn’t	  he?	  	  Letting	  us	  know	  why	  these	  signs	  are	  recorded	  down	  for	  us	  to	  read!	  It’s	  so	  that	  
we	  may	  believe	  that	  Jesus	  is	  the	  Messiah,	  the	  Son	  of	  God,	  and	  that	  by	  believing	  you	  may	  have	  life	  in	  his	  
name.	  	  

That’s	  the	  purpose	  of	  this	  sign,	  so	  what	  do	  we	  see	  as	  look	  at	  this	  sign?	  So,	  Let’s	  get	  into	  the	  story.	  	  

What	  do	  we	  see?	  –	  looking	  at	  the	  sign	  

Well the first thing that John tells us is that Jesus mum, Jesus and his followers attend a wedding in Cana, in 
Galillee.  

                                                
1 The New International Version (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2011), Jn 2:11. 



 

 

Then we are told by Jesus’ mum that the wine runs out! That was a massive disaster if you’re hosting a 
wedding party in those days. 

I don’t like things running out,  to have food or drink run out at a dinner party is my worst nightmare! So I 
always make sure I have lots of food and drink. But in these days if they ran out of wine, it was possible for 
the brides family to sue the groom! That's how much of a disaster it was.  Now, we’re actually not sure why 
Jesus’s mum knows this information but she does have it, and she turns to her oldest Son and asks for help.  

They then have an unusual conversation – which we’ll get back to later on, and in the end Jesus helps out by 
turning the water into an amazing wine, and it’s a massive amount of the best wine that the master of the 
banquet has tasted. The 6 jars was probably worth about 750 litres of liquid. That’s a lot of wine!! Who 
wouldn’t want Jesus to be at every party you organize?? 

Did you notice though, that this is a sign that no one sees except for the servants and disciples. The master of 
the banquet has no idea where this wine has come from. Only Jesus, the servants and the disciples, and 
perhaps Mary saw the miracle happen.  

Now,	  let’s	  remember	  the	  purpose	  of	  this	  sign	  –	  it	  was	  to	  	  

1.	  Reveal	  Jesus	  glory	  which	  	  2.	  Cause	  the	  disciples	  to	  believe/trust	  

As I read this sign in John chapter 2, one of the questions that I asked was, How did this sign reveal Jesus’ 
glory to the disciples which then caused them to believe?  How do we see the glory of God? He turned water 
into wine at a wedding and only 10 or so people saw it. There’s nothing that glorious about this sign is 
there??  Well let’s have a closer look..    

 
Looking	  closer…	  

There’s	  many	  things	  within	  this	  chapter	  in	  which	  we	  can	  spend	  time	  and	  look	  at	  closer,	  but	  I	  want	  to	  focus	  
in	  on	  three	  significant	  things	  in	  this	  miracle	  that	  display	  to	  us	  Jesus’	  glory.	  	  	  

The	  first	  thing	  is	  the	  significance	  of	  the	  wine?	  

Throughout	  the	  old	  testament,	  to	  have	  the	  “wine	  run	  out”	  is	  an	  image	  of	  what	  the	  Judgement	  of	  God	  
would	  be	  like	  on	  the	  people	  who	  do	  not	  obey	  and	  trust	  him.	  There’s	  a	  few	  places	  that	  tell	  us	  this	  in	  the	  Old	  
Testament	  but	  the	  passage	  I	  want	  to	  show	  you	  today	  is	  from	  Isaiah	  24.	  It	  describes	  the	  time	  when	  God	  will	  
come	  and	  judge	  the	  world	  and	  destroy	  all	  those	  who	  have	  turned	  away	  from	  him,	  all	  those	  who	  have	  
broken	  his	  covenant.	  	  Here’s	  the	  part	  that	  speaks	  about	  the	  wine…	  	  

“The new wine dries up and the vine withers; all the merrymakers groan.  The joyful timbrels are stilled, the 
noise of the revelers has stopped, the joyful harp is silent. No longer do they drink wine with a song; the 
beer is bitter to its drinkers. The ruined city lies desolate; the entrance to every house is barred. In the streets 
they cry out for wine; all joy turns to gloom, all joyful sounds are banished from the earth.” Isaiah 24:7 

For	  those	  who	  do	  not	  follow	  and	  obey	  the	  Lord	  the	  wine	  has	  run	  out	  and	  JOY	  has	  gone.	  Just	  as	  an	  aside,	  in	  
Old	  Testament	  terms	  wine	  was	  a	  sign	  of	  joy.	  So	  if	  you	  had	  no	  wine,	  there	  would	  be	  no	  Joy. And this is the 
punishment that comes to all people who do not trust and obey God.  



 

 

But thankfully, our story doesn’t finish there, because as we read throughout the bible, God has planned a 
great Rescue Plan, to bring back the wine and joy.   

From our Old Testament passage we read today from Amos 9 have a look at 13 

 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when the reaper will be overtaken by the plowman and the 
planter by the one treading grapes. New wine will drip from the mountains and flow from all the hills, and I 
will bring my people Israel back from exile. e “They will rebuild the ruined cities and live in them. They will 
plant vineyards and drink their wine; they will make gardens and eat their fruit.  I will plant Israel in their 
own land, never again to be uprooted from the land I have given them,” says the LORD your God.  

At the time of Jesus, the Jews were waiting for the man from heaven, for the Messiah, the Saviour of the 
world, they didn’t know exactly who he was going to be, but he would be the one who will bring them back 
into God’s presence and one of the signs that this time has arrived is that there will be an abundance of 
WINE.  

And that brings us to our second significant thing, which is the banquet.  

You see, when God’s prophets came to speak about what God was going to do in the future, when they 
talked about heaven, what they meant was that God was going to renew the creation, God was going to 
make everything new again, he was going to reverse what humans had messed up by our walking away from 
God.  And as they talked about heaven the picture they showed was a big banquet.  

Here is an image of it in Isaiah 25:6 and it says …  

On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of aged 
wine— the best of meats and the finest of wines.  

So	  how	  does	  Jesus	  display	  his	  glory	  in	  our	  story	  today?	  Well	  he	  is	  revealing	  to	  us	  that	  he	  is	  the	  one	  that	  
God	  has	  sent	  to	  begin	  this	  new	  day,	  it’s	  pointing	  us	  to	  the	  day	  where	  there	  will	  be	  a	  banquet	  and	  Jesus	  will	  
be	  the	  provider	  of	  an	  abundance	  of	  rich	  food	  and	  aged	  wine.	  	  Jesus	  is	  the	  one	  that	  will	  provide	  great	  joy.	  
Jesus,	  God’s	  son,	  the	  saviour	  has	  arrived	  and	  begun	  to	  do	  the	  Father’s	  work.	  This	  is	  his	  Glory	  revealed	  in	  
this	  SIGN.	  	  

The	  final	  significant	  thing	  that	  I	  want	  to	  mention	  is	  to	  go	  back	  to	  something	  Jesus	  said	  at	  the	  beginning.	  He	  
says	  to	  his	  mum	  in	  verse	  4,	  “my	  hour	  has	  not	  yet	  come.	  It’s	  a	  strange	  thing	  to	  say	  in	  response	  to	  They	  have	  
no	  wine?	  But	  as	  we	  read	  throughout	  John,	  It’s	  a	  phrase	  that	  John	  focuses	  on	  throughout	  his	  book	  to	  
remind	  us	  of	  what	  Jesus	  will	  ultimately	  do.	  	  The	  hour	  is	  referring	  to	  when	  Jesus	  dies	  on	  the	  cross.	  

Why	  would	  Jesus	  say	  something	  like	  this	  at	  a	  wedding?	  	  Firstly	  this	  phrase	  helps	  explain	  why	  Jesus	  only	  
shows	  this	  miracle	  to	  only	  his	  disciples	  and	  his	  mum.	  You	  see	  Jesus	  didn’t	  want	  to	  cause	  a	  big	  fuss	  yet,	  he	  
didn’t	  want	  to	  get	  the	  attention	  of	  the	  Jews	  just	  yet.	  Secondly,	  he	  says	  it	  because	  it	  points	  us	  towards	  what	  
Jesus	  has	  come	  to	  do	  FOR	  US.	  John’s	  already	  reminded	  us	  of	  what	  this	  is	  in	  chapter	  1,	  he	  has	  come	  to	  die	  
on	  the	  cross	  to	  take	  away	  the	  sin	  of	  the	  world.	  Jesus	  death	  on	  the	  cross	  provides	  us	  forgiveness	  for	  our	  
disobedience	  and	  to	  give	  us	  life	  with	  him	  forever.	  This	  phrase	  points	  us	  towards	  a	  great	  display	  of	  Jesus	  
glory.	  	  

	  

What	  is	  our	  response?	  



 

 

So	  having	  looked	  closer	  at	  the	  sign,	  the	  question	  is	  how	  are	  we	  to	  respond	  it.	  	  

Do	  we	  ignore	  it,	  or	  do	  we	  take	  heed	  of	  what	  it	  says.	  	  

For	  the	  disciples	  as	  they	  saw	  this	  sign	  being	  displayed,	  their	  response	  was	  to	  put	  their	  trust	  in	  Jesus,	  they	  
believed	  and	  continued	  to	  follow	  him.	  	  

What	  have	  you	  seen?	  	  

Do you see Jesus as an amazing person who can do powerful things for you. And so in response you trust 
that Jesus will be your own personal wish fulfiller. He’s the man to answer your prayers when you want him 
to. 

Or do you see that Jesus is MORE than just a powerful man who will do things for you.  

Yes Jesus is someone that we can go to when we’re in trouble or in need, and he should be the first person 
that we turn to.  But he is much more than just someone who can get us out of trouble with our life’s 
problems. Seeing Jesus miracles and being amazed is not enough. Jesus miracles are a sign, a sign that 
reveals his glory, a sign that points towards an invitation to sit with him forever at the banquet, where there 
will be an abundance of food and great tasting wine.   

How do we accept this offer?  

We need to see that Jesus is much more than a miracle man. He is the son of God, the King of the whole 
universe and he is offering to you life and joy forever with him. And so all you need to do is to accept him 
as your King. Trust him. Obey him. If you want to find out more about how to trust and obey Jesus, then 
please come and see myself or Marty or a Christian that you know.  

One thing that I was challenged by whilst preparing this sermon was to reflect upon the abundance of joy 
that we find in Jesus. Is his Joy displayed in the way that I live.  Because I think that as a follower of Jesus 
we can sometimes feel like we’re missing out on the fun part of life. We see this image portrayed in our 
society don’t we? Christians are the ones who aren’t fun, they’re boring kind of people, they sit around in a 
circle singing Kum ba yah my Lord, characters on tv shows tend to often portray this no fun kind of person. 
And we believe this kind of thinking sometimes?  Having talked to some of single Christian friends from 
college, sometimes they think, if only I wasn’t a Christian, I would know and have already experienced the 
pleasure and joy of sex. And how about thinking about our finances, if I wasn’t a Christian I would have 
much more money in my bank account to enjoy the things of this world for myself and family,.Or, perhaps 
we think about the time that we have and think.. if I wasn’t a Christian I would have much more time to 
spend with my family, and friends, doing things that I love to do in this world, Life would be so much more 
fun if I wasn’t a Christian. But we’ve got our thinking wrong if we think this way. Because all these things 
that the world tells us to long for and want will not last forever, they will run out.  In fact the world is 
missing out on the best thing ever. IN our story today, Jesus reveals to us that he is where we find ultimate 
joy, a lasting joy.  Do you trust that Jesus will bring you joy in life? Do you trust that Jesus knows what is 
best for you as you obediently walk with him?  Do our lives display the joy that we have in Jesus, when we 
go to work, when we spend time with family and friends, when we come to church.  IS JOY displayed in our 
lives.  

I’m not saying that life will be easy, and that there will be no more pain and suffering. Life is full of times 
when things don’t go the way we planned, when money runs out, when our good health will run out, when 
time runs out, when relationships break, when we lose our job.  



 

 

I have Christian friends who have gone through difficulties in life, and sometimes it’s been one hard thing 
after another. I have friends who feel like they’re in the middle of a massive storm being thrown about by 
the waves. But do you know what I see in them?  Yes I see the hurt, and the pain that they are going through 
that is there and it’s real and it’s hard! But I also see, flowing out of them their trust and joy that they find in 
Jesus. They know that he is their King, the one who brings them comfort, the one who brings them joy even 
during their pain and hurt. They know that this world isn’t all there is, they are confident that they have a 
seat at the banquet that they are waiting to attend, where there will be rich food and the best wine ever.  

Will you trust in Jesus the Messiah, the son of God, so that by believing in him you will have life and a seat at the 
banquet? 

Let me pray   


