
1 

 

Sermon – Mark 6 – “Receptive Christianity” 

Rev. Bruce Stanley 

Sermon audio and text available for download at www.waitara.anglican.asn.au 

Ill – What are you offended by?  Language, Dress, Behaviour?  What about cultural offenses – black/red/white 

wedding dresses? 

Last week we heard how Jesus walked into a town and is welcomed by a huge crowd who follow him around.  We 

met two people – a ruler named Jairus whose daughter was dying, and a woman who had been bleeding for 12 

years.  They come to Jesus, fall at his feet and believe in him, and he heals them. 

This week Jesus visits another town, his home town of Nazareth.  But it’s a very different situation.  Instead of being 

welcomed, they don’t’ like him at all.  Jesus arrives and starts preaching in the synagogue and performs miracles and 

people were amazed!  But then they recognise him.  It’s Jesus.  Little Jesus who they grew up with.  Little Jesus, son 

of Mary, the Carpenter’s son, the brother of James, Joseph, Judas and Simon.  You can imagine the people saying: “I 

went to school with him” or “He built my dining table”.  And they realise that this guy who has been teaching such 

amazing things and performing miracles is just Jesus. 

Verse 3: “And they took offense at him.” 

They’re offended at Jesus.  This little kid they grew up with, this carpenter, coming in and speaking a message from 

God to them. 

And then we move to the next passage, verses 7-12, and Jesus is sending out his 12 disciples to share the news of the 

kingdom of God.  Verse 12: 

“They went out and preached that people should repent” 

And Jesus says, in verse 11: 

“If any place will not welcome you or listen to you, shake the dust of your feet when you leave as a testimony against 

them.” 

Jesus sends out his disciples with a message he knows will offend some people!  He sends them out to tell people 

that they’ve done the wrong thing against God.  That they’ve sinned and that they need to repent.  And Jesus knows 

that’s a message that many people find offensive, and he prepares his disciples for rejection. 

And not only that, but Jesus sends them out with nothing.  Listen to his instructions, from verse 8: 

“...Take nothing for the journey except a staff – no bread, no bag, no money in your belts.  Wear sandals but not an 

extra tunic...” 

Take nothing.  The clothes on your back.  A staff and sandals. 

He sends them out with a message that he knows will offend people, and he sends them with nothing except the 

clothes on their back.  They have to completely rely on God and his message.  Imagine doing that – walking into 

towns with nothing.  No food.  No money.  No accommodation.  Just going door to door.  Not travelling back home 

each night for a sleep in your comfortable bed.  Out there, miles from home, with nothing. 

Why does Jesus send them out like that?  Two reasons 
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First, so they can know that they can rely on God.  And secondly, because it’s urgent. 

Do you feel the sense of the urgency in this passage?  Jesus gathers them together and says: “Go!”  Go now.  Don’t 

worry about food or money.  Just go.  If you’re welcomed into a house, stay there and tell them about the kingdom 

of God.  If they don’t’ welcome you, move on to the next one.  But go now.  And off they went. 

Let me just give us three thoughts about this: 

• God’s messengers 

First of all, we are Jesus’ disciples today.  We are called to be God’s messengers today and God equips us with 

everything we need.  2 Corinthians 5:20 says – 

“we are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.” 

God is making his appeal through us, and he will provide all we need for that work.  And just like the disciples, there 

is an urgency for us to take God’s message out to the world.  We are God’s messengers and God sends us out now.  

Today.  Not in a few years.  Not when we’ve got everything “ready”.  Not in our own time, but in his time and that 

time is now.  NOW is the time to be a part of God’s mission.  Now is the time to give your talents.  Now is the time to 

invest in God’s kingdom here on earth.  Wherever you are in life: if you’re retired, if you’re in the middle of a busy 

part of your career, if you have young children, just got married... you know, EVERY stage in our life is busy and there 

are always excuses to make to God: Not now.  Not yet.  I’m not ready. 

What does Jesus say to his disciples?  Go.  Go now. No bread.  No bag.  No money.  Just go.  Wherever you are in life 

now, take that message to the people around you.  Take God’s message out to the world.  At work tomorrow.  At 

school.  With your family.  Trust that God will provide what you need.  Take God’s message out. 

 

• God’s message 

And secondly, don’t be ashamed of the message he’s given us to share.  Trust the message God has given you.  It is a 

message that offends many people.  But it’s also the message that saves people.  Romans 1:16 says: 

“I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes...” 

We are not to be ashamed of the message that God has given us to take to the world.  Because this is the message 

that can save people from hell.   It’s a message of love that actually says we’ve all done the wrong things and we all 

need God’s forgiveness.  And God is willing to forgive us.  It’s a message of love and hope, repentance and 

forgiveness, but is still a message that offends some people. 

We need to trust God’s message, and we need to take his message out. 

BREAK 

Let’s look at this passage now from a different angle.  I think many of us know how hard it is to actually take that 

message out and share it with people.  And this is a great encouragement for us to trust God’s message and to trust 

God that he will provide all that we need. 

But this passage can also rebuke us. 

When Jesus met the people from his home town of Nazareth, verse 6 says, “he was amazed at their lack of faith” 
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Are there times that we are like that?  Are we sometimes like the people of Nazareth?”  Are our hearts sometimes 

defensive to God’s word?  Are there times that we do not listen?  The first challenge is “do you take God’s message 

out into the world?”  But the second challenge is “Do you take God’s message IN to your heart?  IN to your life? 

You may have been sitting in this church just for a few weeks, or a few years, or a few decades.  But today God wants 

to ask all of us that question: Are you listening to God and letting his word INTO your life?  We hear the Bible being 

read.  We hear it preached.  We study it in home groups.  We read our Bibles.  We pray.  But do we take God’s word 

into our life? 

The people of Nazareth knew the Scriptures.  They had a synagogue.  They listened to the teachers.  But when Jesus 

arrived, he was amazed at their lack of faith. 

Wouldn’t that be a terrible thing to hear from Jesus about you?  Can you just imagine Jesus looking at you and saying 

“I am amazed at your learning.  I’m amazed at your Bible knowledge.  I’m amazed at the ministries you’re doing. I’m 

amazed at your giving, and I am amazed at your wisdom and I am amazed at your regular church attendance!  But 

I’m amazed at your lack of faith.” 

We may be hearing God’s words, and seeming to “do” all the right things as a Christian.  And that’s why this question 

is really aimed at our heart today.  Are we letting God’s words into our life?  Are we letting God’s word change us?  

Are you letting God’s word challenge you?  Are you letting God’s word bring you to repentance in your life?  Are you 

being transformed by God’s word? 

Or do we sometimes switch off to it?  Are we sometimes perhaps even offended by what God says?  Or are there 

times we harden our heart to what he is saying because it’s hard to follow what he says?  Because it’s hard to be 

obedient?  It’s hard to forgive others.  Hard to love your neighbour.  Hard to flee immorality.  Hard to turn away from 

sin.  Hard to be loving, or generous, or self controlled? 

I want to suggest to all of us, that sometimes we do HEAR God but we don’t FEAR God. 

I think this passage has a two edged sword – two challenges: 

1. The first is to take God’s message out to the world.  Now.  Urgently.  To rely on God and go.  Even though it 

can be offensive to some people, take it out because this is the message that can save people.  Take it to 

work tomorrow.  Take it home.  Take it to your neighbour. 

2. But we also need to take God’s message IN to our lives.  LISTEN to what God says and let your heart be open 

to hear and respond to Him. 

Two challenges: 

• Take God’s message out to the world.  Today. 

• Let God’s message in to your life.  Today. 

Let’s pray. 


