
Mark 10 Sermon 

 

Introduction 

 
Good evening, everyone.  Before we get into things, let's pray.  
 
Insert prayer here 

 
As we've been going through Mark, Jesus' message ever since chapter 1  has been “repent and 
believe the good news, become part of the kingdom of God”, but as we hit chapter 10 the question 
comes up about how it is that we actually approach this call.  What do kingdom people look like?  
Does it matter who I am if I am to come to Jesus?   
 
Just for a moment, imagine you're at a wedding reception, and on your table happens to be a guy 
we'll call Steve.  [click]  He's the bride's ex-boyfriend, but, you know, it was a long time ago, the 
whole situation is cool and he and the bridal couple are good friends.  Don't get me wrong, he's 
really happy for them – he wouldn't have come otherwise – but he still feels a bit awkward about 
being there.  So he sits there quietly, not really feeling like he ought to be there, wishing that he 
could be invisible.   
 

Transition 1 

 
For some people their inclusion into the kingdom is entirely undeserved.  Like Steve, they don't feel 
they should even be there.  See, often the burden of our sin and the guilt that gnaws away at us are 
too much to bear, such that we think we are not good enough for God or to be part of his promises.   
 

Main Point 1 

 

State 

 
But here Jesus teaches a very encouraging and important message: [click] the kingdom of God is 
open to all. 
 

Show 

 
Let's have a look at these verses again. [click] 
 
“People were bringing little children to Jesus to have him touch them, but the disciples rebuked 
them.  When Jesus saw this, he was indignant.  He said to them, "Let the little children come to me, 
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.  I tell you the truth, 
anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it."  And he took 
the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them.” 
 

Explain 

 
Usually when we read these verses in this modern day and age, we think of how precious children 
are, how simple, trusting and innocent.  But we have to put those notions aside and consider what 
the people back then thought about kids.  In Galatians 4.1 we read, [click] “heirs, as long as they are 
minors, are no better than slaves”.  They had no rights, no voice, and were too small even to stand 
up for themselves.  In the world of Jesus' day, there was nothing lower on the social ladder than a 
child.  So it was natural for the disciples to usher them away:  Jesus was an important man on an 
important mission and obviously had better things to do than indulge these small wastes of time.   



 
But Jesus, as he loves to do, turns cultural conventions on their head and tells them off.  “It is to 
such as these that the kingdom of God belongs,” he says.  It's not just for you guys, or that rich 
young man over there, but even the smallest of the small, the lowest of the low can come to Jesus, 
and he will welcome them not with just a hand of blessing, but a warm embrace of love. 
 
There is a serious implication here for those of us who consider ourselves part of the kingdom.  
Notice Jesus says, "whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child."  No child was in 
a position to demand anything by right - they had no rights! In the same way, we should not think 
that we have any right to our citizenship in the kingdom more than anyone else. 
 

Illustrate 

 
Let's go back to our wedding, where some of the other guests there have seen Steve and are not 
happy at all they he's there. [click]  They're like, “What's he doing here?  Is he trying to ruin 
everything?”  Then one of them comes up to him and has a quiet word, suggesting perhaps he gives 
the reception a miss or maybe goes home early.  And Steve, already nervous, disappears quietly and 
maybe never sees the bride and groom ever again. 
 
But, these other guests have the wrong idea.  See, it's not as if Steve had demanded to be there; he 
had been specially invited by the bride and groom.  But likewise the other guests weren't there 
because of some inherent right they had to attend the wedding; they had also just been invited.  And, 
moreover, they had forgotten that the point of the wedding is to focus on celebrating together, every 
guest, with the happy couple. 
 

Apply 

 
The encouragement here [click], then, is twofold.  First of all, for those who think they are nothing:  
Jesus welcomes everyone to him who takes up his call to “repent and believe the good news”.  
There is nothing to fear, nothing to be ashamed of, because Jesus has taken all your sins and your 
guilt and done away with them.    
 
This speaks also to the second group.  Jesus' divine embrace does not close around you only, but 
remains open to everyone if they repent and believe the good news. If you think you can exclude 
people from coming to Christ because  in your view they're not the right sort of person, then you 
can think again.  As Jesus says in verse 31, “But many who are first will be last, and the last will be 
first.”     
 

Transition 2 

 
But what about the right sort of person?  If the kingdom of God is open to all, even the lowest of the 
low, surely the highest of the high would have no problem getting in, right?  Well, Mark makes it 
clear in the very next bit of Scripture that that's not entirely correct.   
 

Main Point 2 

 

State 

 
The question here is [click]:  the kingdom of God is open to everyone, so what's getting in the way? 
 

Show 

 



Let's go back to the Bible and have a look from verse 17 [click]: 
 
The guy comes up to Jesus and asked, "What must I do to inherit eternal life?"  "You know the 
commandments: `Do not murder, etc.'"  "Teacher," he declared, "all these I have kept since I was a 
boy."  Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell everything you 
have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me."  At this he 
went away sad, because he had great wealth.  Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How 
hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!"  The disciples were amazed at his words. But 
Jesus said again, "Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God." 
 

Explain 

 
For the disciples who were watching all this take place, this rich man was the epitome of the “right 
sort of person”, especially as he also seems to be a godly person.  But let's have a closer look at the 
commandments Jesus mentions, and compare them against those that we find in Exodus chapter 20. 
[click]   
 
Exodus       Mark 10.19 
 
20.12:  Honour your father and your mother so ...honour your father and mother. 
 that you may live long in the land the  
 Lord your God is giving you. 
 
20.13: You shall not murder.    Do not murder... 
 
20.14: You shall not commit adultery.  ...do not commit adultery... 
 
20.15: You shall not steal.    ...do not steal... 
 
20.16: You shall not give false testimony about ...do not give false testimony... 
 your neighbour. 
 
20.17: You shall not covet your neighbor's house.  ...do not defraud... 
 You shall not covet your neighbor's wife,  
 or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or  
 donkey, or anything that belongs to your  
 neighbor. 
 
Just have a look particularly at the last one down here.  Now, “do not defraud” is a very key part of 
Old Testament law, but what Jesus has done here is very subtly picked out this man's problem.  Just 
as his admirable seeking after the kingdom of God through following the commandments had fallen 
over the stumbling block of his greed, so it was with his seeking of the kingdom through Jesus.  The 
kingdom of God isn't something that the rich young man could throw money, or influence, or even 
your righteous works at and expect entry to then be easy.   
 

Illustration 

 
Let's take this guy for example [click].  This is Mark Zuckerberg, the inventor of Facebook and 
aiming at becoming the world's first trillionnaire at the age of 26.  Now, imagine he decides to go 
out one evening to the swankiest, hippest nightclub around.  He heads out to the club, and as he 
approaches the door, this guy steps out [click], the bouncer.  “I'm sorry, sir,” he says, “but you're not 
allowed in.”  “What do you mean?” Mark replies, “Of course I can go in.  Don't you know who I 



am?”  “I know who you are, Mr Zuckerberg, but rules are rules.”  “Rules are... look, here's $500.  
Why don't we say the rules can be bent a little today.”  “You're a generous man, Mr Zuckerberg,” 
says the bouncer, “but I'm afraid I still can't let you in.”  “Well, you just let that guy in, why not me?  
I pledge most of my income to charity, I help out local schools.  He's some sort of crazy biker 
psycho killer.”  But the bouncer shakes his head, and Mark Zuckerberg has to go away sad. 
 

Apply 

 
All of us in some way construct things as part of our identities to give us the illusion that we matter 
in an uncaring world.  Who would the rich man be without his wealth?  Who would the high-flying 
lawyer be without her job?  Who would we be without that thing that we think defines us as a 
person?  We would just be us, with all our flaws, all our failings.  That's not a comfortable thought, 
but that's the very person God wants to come to him:  just us, not us plus something.   
 
So I'll ask you the question. [click] What is it that is preventing you from coming before God with 
nothing else but yourself?  What is it that you can't let go of that blocks your view of Christ?  Let 
me encourage you, if you know in your heart what it is, to put whatever it is aside, and reach out in 
faith to God's hand of grace and love that's extended to you.  Of course it will be hard.  As Jesus 
says, it's impossible for anyone to enter the kingdom of God, but with God all things are possible. 
 

Transition 3 

 
But now Peter as usual voices what everyone was probably thinking:  “Well, we've heard all about 
the responses of people coming into the kingdom, but what about those of us who are already in?”  
I'm sure that's what many who are Jesus' disciples today think when we read this part of Mark.     
 

Main Point 3 

 

State 

 

Along with the underlying challenges that Jesus has presented to his disciples, he encourages all of 
them with this message: [click] the kingdom of God is open to all, and all who come in are loved 
and blessed together as family. 
 

Show 

 
Let's look at this last bit again:  [click]  
 
"I tell you the truth," Jesus replied, "no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or 
father or children or fields for me and the gospel will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this 
present age (homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields--and with them, persecutions) and 
in the age to come, eternal life." 
 

Explain 

 
Now, some people will be called to give up everything and become a monk or nun, just as some 
people will be called to leave their homes and go into mission somewhere overseas, but what Jesus 
is doing here is again challenge societal ideas and transform them.  You see, back then, [click] 
family was incredibly important, a lot more so than for us today in Australia.  Your family was your 
social circle, to a large extent your school, it was where you worked (in the family business), your 
disability pension, it was even your retirement fund.   
 



Jesus takes this idea and explodes it out to a whole new level.  Your family now isn't those linked to 
you genetically or through marriage, it's all to do with the kingdom, no matter how many people it 
encompasses, no matter how far they are spread throughout social strata, geography or time. 
 

Illustrate 

 
Let me tell you what I mean by this.  In 2003, Ben went to a meeting in Cyprus of Middle Eastern 
church leaders to discuss persecution, and when Ben would talk to these leaders about where he was 
from, they would say to him,  “We're very concerned for your country.”  You see, at that time there 
were two legal cases in Victorian where Christians were being prosecuted under anti-discrimination 
legislation for talking about Islam just in a factual way in a church context.  But the view of these 
leaders was that the church in Australia is so young and inexperienced, and theirs has been around 
pretty much since the time of Jesus, that they felt they had a responsibility, like an older brother, to 
be concerned for us and offer their assistance.   
 

Apply 

 
Jesus is here encouraging us to think bigger and love bigger, just as these Middle Eastern Christian 
leaders were, and probably still are.  Are you part of the kingdom?  Then this is your brother, [click]  
Kaka, a top footballer from Brazil.  This is your mother [click], Theresa of Avila, from 16th century 
Spain.  These are your children [click], doing a nativity play in Bethlehem.  This is your field 
[click] in Phuket, where some locals are going to build a church.  This is your sister [click] in Egypt 
- and this is also your persecution.  . 
 
What happens to our kingdom brothers and sisters needs to deeply impact us as well, because the 
blood of Jesus binds us closer together than any family blood ties can, and we must care for and 
love our kingdom brothers and sisters, mothers and children, in a way that transcends normal social 
mentalities. One of the best ways to do this is supporting a charity like Barnabas Fund.  Barnabas 
exists to help persecuted Christians around the world, and by supporting it you are kept up to date 
with what's going on in the Church globally, you're given the opportunity to donate to their many 
projects and you get daily prayer points to help you pray for the suffering Church. 
 

Conclusion 

 
So what have we discovered in our look at this part of Mark 10? 
 
Number 1:  [click] The kingdom of God is open to all. 
 
This is pretty straightforward:  everyone is invited, and those of us in the kingdom should not 
presume to stop others from approaching Jesus. 
 
Number 2:  [click] The kingdom of God is open to all, so what's getting in the way? 
 
If you do want to come into the kingdom of God, find out what it is that's in your way, leave it 
aside, and come to God boldly as just you.  And he will welcome you because he loves you, as we 
see in point 
 
Number 3:  [click] The kingdom of God is open to all, and all are loved and blessed together as 
family. 
 
That's a great encouragement not only to those wanting to enter the kingdom but those already in it.    
It's a wonderful place to be, surrounded by Jesus' love and sharing his blessings with anyone else 



who comes in.  So we should all rejoice together and wait with eager expectation at the age to 
come, when believers of all nations will be joined in the worship of our God.  Let's pray.  
 
Insert prayer here. 


