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Sermon: Mark 13:1-37.  “Be on your guard” 

Rev. Bruce Stanley 

Sermon text and audio available for download at www.waitara.anglican.asn.au 

Ill – Imagine you knew the date of your death.  How would that change the way you lived?  If you had a week to live, 

what would you do?  How would you spend your last days? 

Mark 13 is one of those Bible passages that make us think a lot about the last days and the end of our time on earth.  

But many people take a passage like this and use it to try and work out when the world will end.  For example: 

• One group says Aliens, called Zetas, have warned us that the world will end in 2003, wiped out by a comet. 

• “The Lord’s Witnesses” is a group that said the world will end on March 21, 2008 through a world war. 

• In 1514, Pope Leo IX predicted 2014 as the end of the world 

• Nostradamus predicted the year 3797. 

• A new age religious group called TARA said April 24-25 1982. 

• The Jehovah’s Witnesses predicted the world would end in 1874... then in 1878... then in 1881, 1910, 1914, 

1918, 1925, 1975 and, finally, 1984. 

 

• But this passage is not here to tell us WHEN the world will end!  Jesus is telling us HOW TO LIVE while we 

wait for the end. 

So today I want us to look at this passage in the context of the book of Mark.  Because Marks’ gospel is a continuous 

story.  Not lots of little stories.  So what’s happening in this part of the story?  Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem, to the 

cross, to die.  He’s about the share the last supper, then get arrested, flogged, and crucified.  And in this chapter, 

Jesus is actually preparing his disciples for the time ahead. 

So let’s have a look at chapter 13: 

The chapter starts with Jesus walking out of the temple with his disciples.  And Jesus tells them that the beautiful 

temple of God will be destroyed.  And the disciples want to know when this will happen.  And Jesus begins to tell 

them about the struggles they’re about to face. 

• The future for the disciples: verses 5-13 

Let’s have a look from verse 5. 

• 1. Don’t be deceived 

Jesus says to his disciples: don’t be deceived.  Many will come in my name claiming ‘I am he’.  Many people will come 

saying that they are Jesus.  Don’t believe them.  Watch out for them and don’t believe them. 

• 2. Don’t be alarmed 

He says don’t be alarmed.  There will be wars, and earthquakes and famines.  But this is all part of normal life in the 

world today.  These things will keep happening. Don’t think that just because there’s another war or another 

earthquake, or another famine, that its suddenly the end of the world.  These things will keep happening in our 

world all the time.  When we see these things happening, again and again, Jesus says: DO NOT BE ALARMED. 

 



2 

 

Don’t be deceived, don’t’ be alarmed.  Instead, Jesus says, 

• 3. Be on your guard 

From verse 9, he says to his disciples ‘You must be on your guard.  You’ll be handed over to local councils and 

flogged in the synagogues.  You’ll be arrested.  Put on trial.  Brother will betray brother.’  Jesus is preparing his 

disciples for a difficult time ahead.  But he’s also preparing them for the work that’s ahead.  After his death, it’s going 

to be really difficult for the disciples.  But what does he call them to do? 

• Verse 10: “But the gospel must first be preached to all nations. 

and continuing on in verse 11: 

• “Do not worry beforehand about what to say.  Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you 

speaking but the Holy Spirit.” 

Jesus tell them their mission.  Under very difficult circumstances, he says, this is what I expect you to do: preach the 

gospel!  The gospel must continue to be preached.  People must hear about Jesus no matter what happens!  Even 

when there is terrible persecution and great trials, DO NOT STOP sharing the news of Jesus.  But also know that God, 

through his Holy Spirit, will always speak through you. 

Do you hear the challenge for us in these words?  Jesus is saying to the disciples that through the very worst attacks 

and through incredible suffering, he wants them to keep preaching the gospel.  To keep talking about him. 

And I think this is a good time just to stop and ask ourselves, what things stop you doing God’s work today?  What 

stops you being involved in God’s mission? 

• What stops you sharing the news of Jesus?  (Let’s pause, and think about those things now.  What stops us?) 

Now let’s ask ourselves, should those things stop us sharing the gospel of Jesus with people? 

Let’s go on to verse 14.  One of the most interesting verses in this passage: 

 “When you see the abomination that causes desolation... then let those in Judea flee to the mountains... let no one in 

the field go back to get his cloak... those will be days of unequalled distress... false Christs and false prophets will 

appear and perform signs and miracles to deceive the elect... So be on your guard.” 

There are those words again – “Be on your guard”. 

Let me suggest that the abomination that causes desolation is Jesus’ death – his crucifixion.  This is the event that 

brings the days of distress upon the world.  And it’s an event that involves the whole of creation – from verses 24-27, 

Jesus quotes the Old Testament prophecies of judgement (from Isaiah 13:10; 34:4): 

“The sun will be darkened... the moon will not give its light...the stars will fall... the heavenly bodies will be shaken... 

And then Jesus talks about his resurrection and ascension in heaven, in verse 26: 

“At that time, men will see the Son of Man (that’s Jesus) coming in the clouds with great glory and power.  And he 

will send his angels and gather his elect...” 

In these verses, Jesus is telling his disciples what they can expect to see – Jesus, after his death and resurrection, 

ascending in the clouds into heaven, just like the prophecy of Daniel 7:13. 

Jesus will ascend into heaven with all glory and power, and take his seat on the right hand of God, and then he sends 

his messengers throughout the world to gather his elect. 
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Jesus is talking about these days today.  The days we live in now, the days since the death and resurrection of Jesus 

are the final days.  Today, Jesus is sitting in heaven in all glory and power, and his messengers are gathering his elect.  

His disciples are preaching the gospel and bringing people to God.  The ONLY REASON Jesus has not yet returned is 

because he is giving people time to repent and turn to him and be saved. 

These days are the last days.  We live in the last days.  This is the time we need to keep preaching the gospel no 

matter what.  These are the days not to be distracted but to continue with God’s mission. 

Jesus death is just around the corner.  And he wants his disciples to be ready.  And then he finishes with these very 

interesting final verses from verse 31-35: 

• 
31

 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.  
32

 “No one knows about that day or 

hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
33

 Be on guard! Be alert! You do not 

know when that time will come. 
34

 It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in 

charge, each with his assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 

• 
35

 “Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come back—whether in 

the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn. 
36

 If he comes suddenly, do not let him 

find you sleeping. 
37

 What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’” 

Jesus is the owner of the house – the Lord of creation.  And he’s like a man going away and leaving his servants in 

charge, each with his assigned task.  And tells the one at the door to keep watch.  We do not know when the owner 

of the house will return.  Jesus is the owner of the house and he has left us, his disciples, in charge.  And he’s given 

us our tasks, our ministries, our mission, our work to do.  But we do not know when he will return.  So keep watch.  

Keep doing your work. 

Jesus wants his disciples to be prepared, but he’s also pushing his disciples to recognise the work that they must do 

as his disciples.  He says: Keep preaching he gospel!  Don’t stop!  That’s not an option!  Just remember, I own the 

house and I’ve left you in charge with this work to do- so do it!  And don’t stop!  Keep watch.  Don’t lose focus!  Keep 

doing the work I’ve given you! 

Jesus is quite forceful, I think, in reminding us that he’s given us a task to do.  And we better be doing it!  Because he 

could return at ANY MOMENT.  We DON’T know when.  So... be ready.  Expect that he could return today, or 

tomorrow, or in years, or decades or centuries. 

What if you knew the date you were going to die?  You’ve got one week to live.  How are you going to live as God’s 

servant on this earth?  You’ve got one month.  One year.  One decade.  30 years.  How are you going to live as God’s 

servants looking after his house? 

Prepare for Jesus’ return like he’s coming tomorrow.  We really need this reminder that we are servants of God left 

in charge of his world until he returns.  We need this reminder so we don’t lose the urgency for God’s work and so 

we don’t get caught sleeping. 

• I wonder if we just think about our focus in life at the moment. 

Where are you spending all your thinking and planning time?  What are the things that demand over run your 

thinking each day?  When it comes to God’s kingdom work, are you sometimes distracted, or sleeping?  Or do you 

remember that you are God’s servant, looking after his house, and doing his work.  Is today’s passage a reminder for 

you?  Or a wakeup call? 

Let’s pray. 


