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Matthew 1 Sermon by Mark Carpenter      All Saints 5PM Service 18-12-2011 

 

Have you ever had a conversation with someone where they were clearly distracted or 

not interested in what you are saying? You see them looking around or looking at you 

with glazed eyes and when you finish your sentence or even if you stop mid way they 

take a moment before realizing you have stopped speaking and then nod frantically 

saying yes, yes I agree. Or maybe it’s just me and my lack luster conversation skills.  

 

Well, I think sometimes we can be like that with God and his conversation with us, the 

bible. We are reading along, effectively listening to what God is telling us, then we find a 

bit we don’t like, don’t understand or just find plain boring and we skip it, or skim read 

it. It’s a bit like phasing out in a conversation isn’t it. And we are doing it with Gods 

word! Genealogies I think are one of the areas where we are very prone to do this. 

These lists of names are often regarded as the incredibly boring bits of the bible. In 

comedy shows we hear a monotone voice say ‘Abraham begat Isaac, Isaac begat Jacob, 

Jacob begat Perez’ and so on.  But if we skip this part of the bible, or skim over it I think 

we are missing out on something. (P) Consider 2 Timothy 3:16-17 where it says: All 

Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 

work. …it says ALL. So let’s have a look at Matthews Genealogy and see how we can find 

it useful. 

 

Matthew, writing about the most important man in history, a man who was 

miraculously resurrected, performed amazing miracles in his life and whose very birth 

itself was a miracle has chosen to start his book with a genealogy. A potentially boring 

list of names. Or is it? 

 

The reason I think we can sometimes find these genealogies boring is that we don’t 

always understand how to read them, we don’t really know the history behind all those 

people in the genealogy.  (P) If I read out a genealogy saying William, the son of Charles, 

the son of Phillip the son of Andrew…that doesn’t sound that interesting right? How 

about if I filled out those names a bit and said (P) Prince William the son of Prince 

Charles the son of Phillip Duke of Edinburgh the son of Prince Andrew…. That would 

grab some interest wouldn’t it.  

Well it’s the same with this list of names.  When this book was written, the people 

hearing it would recognize names and associate them with certain events and times.  

 

Now on a side note, I’m not sure if you’ve ever noticed, but this genealogy in Matthew is 

different to the one in Luke and other ones that we find throughout the bible. Quickly 

flick forward to the beginning of Luke (PAUSE) you can see that it’s a different set of 

names to the one in Matthew. And if you compared the list of names in Matthew to the 

ones in the Old Testament you would find that it may miss a few names. Does this mean 

that Matthew got it wrong, or was lying? No, you see Genealogies weren’t intended to 

be a complete historical record of someone, they were intended to highlight parts of the 
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past to show something about the person they were talking about. It is like a resume for 

us.  For example, at uni I studied Accounting and Marketing.  Now if I am applying for an 

accounting style job I emphasise my accounting background in the resume, if I am 

applying for a more marketing job, I emphasise more my marketing background. Both 

are true and accurate, they just emphasise different things. So the question that we 

need to ask about this genealogy, is what is Matthew trying to emphasise? Well 

helpfully in verse 17 Matthew sums up the genealogy and shows the three main things 

he is trying to highlight. (P) Abraham, David and the exile to Babylon. For the readers of 

the time these names would have as much significance as mentioning any historical 

figure of today. These are the key names and times in Israel’s history. 

 

Who was Abraham? He was the father of the Israelites.  Through Abraham the Israelite 

nation was started. If you remember Abraham is the recipient of some of the key 

promises that God had made in the bible. God made a promise with Abraham, and we 

find this in (P) Gen 12:2-3  “2 "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I 

will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, 

and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through 

you." 

 

Who was David? Well, he was a king of Israel. He was regarded as a man after God own 

heart and God gave King David another significant promise in (P) 2 Sam 7:16 16 Your 

house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established 

forever.' "  

 

Both of these men received promises from God, and here in chapter 1, Matthew 

reminds his readers of God’s promises given to the Israelites throughout their history.  

 

Now these promises looked like they were mostly fulfilled during the reign of Solomon, 

David’s son. When he reigned, the Israelites were a GREAT nation, they were living in 

the promised land, and they were a blessing to all the nations around them.  But as we 

continue to read in verse 17, past Abraham, past David, we see Matthew also mention 

Babylon and the exile. It is now that it is remembered that the promises that were given 

were still unfulfilled in Matthews’s time. You see, the exile to Babylon was the low point 

in Israel’s history. They were as far from the promises to Abraham and David as they 

could be. They were slaves again, they had no land, no king and they were certainly not 

a great nation.  

 

By highlighting these 3 things, Abraham, David and the exile, Matthew wants his readers 

to remember the great promises that God had given and that the promises have not yet 

been fulfilled. Can you see the impact this would have had?  The reader would instantly 

start thinking how were these promises going to be fulfilled? Matthew was clearly 

setting up someone to be the person to fulfill these promises. Someone who was going 

to be a blessing to all nations as promised to Abraham and someone was going to be a 

king ruling forever as promised to David. And having prepared us through the genealogy 
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for the appearance of the most important birth in all history, Matthew tells us who this 

baby is. The child is Immanuel and he is Jesus. 

 

In 2011 the top 5 Baby Names for boys were, William, Jack, Jacob, Lachlan and Oliver. 

According to the Huggies website where I got the top names the reason for choosing a 

name is usually family tradition or looking for a unique name. Well one of the main 

reasons for choosing a name back in the time of the bible was the names meaning.  

 

There are 2 names that Matthew focuses on for the baby, both with OT backgrounds. 

They are Immanuel and Jesus. 

 

Immanuel in verse 23 means ‘God is with us’. This is not a prayer, a request for God to 

come, please God be with us, it is a statement, a fact.  God is with us. It actually refers 

back to Isaiah 7:14: ‘The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son and will call 

him Immanuel.’  

The child of that prophecy, the child who was to be a ‘sign’, has come at last. And he 

fulfills his name, God with us. This was a huge deal for the Jews of the time. They had 

such a high view of God that they did not make any image of him—something which so 

amazed their Roman conquerors that they called them ‘atheists’, people without gods. 

Against this background Matthew claims, that God has come in person to share in our 

situation. What an amazing statement right at the beginning of the Gospel! God is with 

us. It was a huge statement to make then, and I think it is a huge statement to make 

now. Jesus was no mere teacher, no guru, no Muhammad or Gandhi, he was not just a 

messenger. He is ‘God with us’. That is the essential claim on which Christianity is built. 

Jesus was and is God. 

 

The other great name given to the child of promise here is (P) Jesus in verse 21. That 

word, too, has a meaning: ‘God saves.’   The Hebrew name for Jesus was Joshua. And it 

was actually a common name of that time. This name, Joshua or Jesus is clearly 

significant for Matthew and the Israelites.  It reminds them of the man named Joshua in 

the Old Testament, who God used to rescue his people and bring them into the 

promised land.  Just like Immanuel, Matthew explains why this child is to be called 

Jesus. It is because he will save his people from their sins. This was different from the 

Joshua in the Old Testament where God saved the Israelites from physical danger, like 

an apposing army. Here Matthew says that he will save his people from their sins. So 

here, at Jesus’ birth, we are brought face to face with the central theme of the Gospel. 

God, who has been at work on his people since the times of Abraham, has come among 

them in person. And he has come to rescue them from the mess they have got 

themselves into. 

 

Finally, I just want to mention the title that Jesus is given here. Messiah in Hebrew or 

Christ in Greek. Now its not his name as people sometimes mistakenly think. Joseph and 

Mary weren’t Mr and Mrs Christ. It’s a title. Like the Duke of Edinburgh. The word 

Messiah or Christ means “Anointed One”. Anointing is what you did to Kings. This then 
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also ties back to the promise to David that there would be a king who would reign 

forever. 

 

So now that we understand the genealogy a bit better, lets go back to the passage from 

2 Timothy how can this be useful. Firstly (P) we can learn to pay attention to the Old 

Testament. I think often we only look at the New Testament because we think that this 

is the only part that applies to us and we don’t really need to worry about that older 

stuff, that Old Testament. But that would be a big mistake.  You see, The Old Testament 

shows us what went wrong in Genesis and it shows us Gods promises to fix it. It helps us 

appreciate why Jesus came into this world. The New Testament writers knew this as we 

see most of the books/letters refer back to the Old Testament. As part of the preaching 

here at All Saints Bruce and the preaching team makes sure we look at parts of the Old 

Testament each year, but are you also reading the Old Testament for your quiet times 

and bible studies?  

Something like the bible in a year program is a great way to get into the Old Testament 

or another way is if you are reading a New Testament passage and see a footnote 

pointing to the Old Testament, why not put a finger in the NT passage and flick back to 

the passage and read it. Not just the one verse, read the whole section, as a lot of the 

time that is what the NT writer is referring to. By better understanding the OT we can 

better understand the NT and Gods amazing promises being fulfilled. 

 

You may hear from some people and bible scholars that Matthew was a gospel written 

for the Jews. Because it refers so much to the OT, that it must have been written just for 

them. Well, that’s not right, this gospel is for everyone. (P) Although Matthew does 

refer a lot to the OT, his Gospel is certainly not just for the Jews. We can see that here, 

right at the beginning of the gospel in Chapter 1. Although I skipped through the 

genealogy only focusing on the 3 main names and events, it contains other interesting 

bits of information. Did you see that even apart from Mary that there were 4 women 

mentioned. This was very unusual for the time, normally Genealogies just mentioned 

Men, but here Matthew highlights the women in the story. And not just any women, the 

majority, if not all the women mentioned are gentiles, that is, not Jews. Matthew from 

the very beginning of his Gospel is including Men and Women, Jews and Gentiles. The 

great promises mentioned here are for everybody. No matter what sex you are, what 

country you are from, how much you earn, or how sinful you are, every body has access 

to these promises. This is how Matthew finishes his Gospel with the Great commission 

in chapter 28 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[a] the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. So my second challenge for us today is Are we 

making sure that this good news about Jesus is going out to everyone? Are we 

continuing to tell people about God being with us, and how Jesus saves?  

 

At this time of the year you have probably heard the story of Jesus birth a few times 

already. Perhaps you’ve reached the point where you’re tired of hearing the same story 

year after year. If that’s you and I know sometimes I fall into that, then wakeup! Realise 
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what that this is one of the most fantastic events in history. How amazing is it that God 

himself, Jesus, God with us, the creator of the Universe, came as a baby, to save us from 

our sins, the fulfillment of all the promises given in the Old Testament. What a great 

thing to learn from a list of names.  The good news that Jesus has come to save us from 

our sins.  Amen. 


