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“Transfiguration of the King”

Matthew 16:13-28; 17:1-13
Rev. Bruce Stanley

Sermon audio and text available at www.waitara.anglican.asn.au

 Which Jesus do you worship?

“Who do people say I am?” (16:15)

Ill – Jigsaw puzzle.

Have you ever got to the end of a 1000 piece jigsaw puzzle only to find that there’s a couple of crucial pieces
missing?

Getting a complete picture of Jesus can sometimes seem like a puzzle.  Even a normal person is complex in their
identity – someone can be a father, a son, a brother, a friend, a teacher, a neighbour… one person’s identity can
consist of a whole lot of different pieces.

And when we come to look at the person of Jesus, not only is he human - he’s also God!  So how do we get a
complete picture of Jesus?

Jesus asked the disciples: “Who do people say I am?” And for the disciples, it was a bit of a puzzle.  They said: well
some say you’re John the Baptist. Others say you’re Elijah.  Others say you’re Jeremiah or another one of the
prophets. But even the disciples themselves were confused over who Jesus actually was.

 The Confusion…

“…he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life” (16:21)

Jesus asked his disciples: “What about you?  Who do you say I am?” And Peter said to Jesus: “You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God.”  But when Jesus explains to Peter what that means, Peter doesn’t believe him.  Because Peter
doesn’t want to hear that the Christ, the Messiah, the Saviour, the Son of God, will (16 verse 21) “suffer many
things… be killed and on the third day be raised to life.”

Peter doesn’t like that picture of Jesus.  Peter didn’t understand that picture of Jesus, because there were still a lot
of pieces missing for the disciples at that time.

So what Peter experiences with James and John, in chapter 17, on that mountain, is to see, for the first time, the
whole picture of who Jesus is – with all the missing pieces. Let’s have a look at that picture now:

 The Company
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They go up the mountain with Jesus, and Jesus is “transfigured” before them.  His face shone like the sun and his
clothes appeared as white as light.  Verse 3:

“Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus” (17:3)

The main thing to notice here is the company Jesus keeps.  Who is he with? Moses and Elijah.  Both prophets from
the Old Testament.  Jesus is in the company of the Old Testament prophets.  He’s not Moses.  He’s not Elijah. But he
stands next to them.  He’s standing next to Old Testament prophets, talking with them. He’s connected to them.
But he’s different to them.  Jesus is the one who is transfigured, glowing white.

And then, they hear a voice from the cloud…

Ill – These days I carry about 5 different forms of identification on me –

Driver’s licence, Medicare card, credit card, and a few others – each one of them tells a bit more information about
me – where I live. How many kids I have.  How much debt I’m in…

 My favourite is this one:  my Go-Kart licence from circa 1990! (picture) Which tells you a lot about my sense
of hair fashion in 1990

 The Cloud

But here is Jesus, standing on a mountain, glowing white, talking with Moses and Elijah, and a voice comes from
heaven.  It’s a voice of identification.  This voice identifies Jesus.  And the voice is the voice of God.  And God says,
verse 6:

“ ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to Him!’ ” (17:6)

God introduces Jesus to Peter, James and John, so there can be no mistake.  This is the Son of God.  He is not just a
prophet. He is not just a miracle worker, or a teacher or the leader of a revolution.  This is God’s Son.  And you may
have noticed that it’s very similar to another voice from a cloud we heard a few years earlier at the Baptism of Jesus.
Matthew 3:16-17 –

 “As soon as Jesus was baptised… a voice from heaven said: “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well
pleased.”

At his Baptism, Jesus was introduced by God as the Son of God.  And now, as Jesus is about to face his crucifixion, he
is again introduced, in the same way, with the same voice, as the same One, the Son of God.  Why?  So there can be
no mistake who he is.  This is the same Jesus who was baptised by John a few years earlier. The same Jesus the
prophets like Elijah spoke about. But what does God add with this second introduction?

 “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!”

Listen to Him.  Jesus has just told them that he must suffer and die and rise again.  Peter doesn’t believe him.  And
now God appears from a cloud and says: “This is my Son.  Listen to him!” He will suffer.  And die.  And rise. Listen to
him.

The Transfiguration confirms for us that this is Jesus. In his glory.  The Son of God, spoken of by the prophets,
baptised by John, and that…

 Jesus is “the glorious one”.
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Jesus is a friend.  Yes.  But he is also our glorious Lord.  He is our brother, but he is also our glorious resurrected
Saviour.  He is the one who walks beside us, and the one who died for us, and the one who was buried in the tomb,
but he is also the one who was raised to life.

He is the Son of David, the Son of Man, our Saviour, Lord, friend, brother, King and Servant. He is all these things.
These are all part of the big picture of who Jesus is. But the Transfiguration reminds us of Jesus’ glory.  Why do we
need to be reminded of that? Because this is the present reality! The reality today is that Jesus is risen and
glorious.

This is the reality that Peter was confronted with.  He was living in a time where the whole jigsaw had not yet been
put together.  There were lots of final pieces about to be put in to finish the picture. Jesus still had to enter
Jerusalem, suffer and die, and then rise again.  And then be glorified.  So Peter and James and John were being
confronted with this whole new reality that they were yet to see. They were seeing the future Jesus.  Glorified.

For us today, we have all the pieces.  The jigsaw is finished.  He suffered.  He died.  He rose.  He is glorious.  Is that
the Jesus you worship?

 Which Jesus do you worship?

What does it mean to worship a risen and glorified Jesus? As believers, we remember the whole history of God’s
promises from creation, all the way from Genesis, through the prophets and Kings of Israel, right up to the arrival of
Jesus.  And we remember the cross.  That he died. That he rose.  That he did it for us.  And that we live forgiven
lives. We live our lives with the cross always at the centre. But that cross of Jesus, that cross where we find
forgiveness and freedom from guilt and shame, that cross where Jesus died as our sacrificial lamb, that cross we
celebrate every day, the cross we remember when we share in communion… is an empty cross. Because Jesus has
risen and is glorified. That is the present reality.

How does that change the way we live?

 It’s the difference between worshipping at a shrine and worshipping a living Saviour.

A shrine is a place that holds relics or bones or icons or items for worship.  A place where history is remembered or
where people come to worship objects. Or think of a graveyard, where bodies are buried and tombstones remind us
of those who have died.  We don’t worship at a shrine, and we don’t have a grave or a tombstone to come to.
Because we worship a living and glorious Lord and Saviour.

The fact that Jesus is alive and glorified means that we live for a King who lives.  We don’t do things “in memory of
Jesus”, but “in the living name of Jesus”. As Peter said, Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.  We worship a
living God, who is with us each day by his Holy Spirit.  He has not left us alone to live for his “memory”, but to live for
his living glory.

When we remember the cross, we thank the living and glorious Lord Jesus for what he did at that cross.  And then
we live a life that serves the living and glorious Lord Jesus who reigns as our living King. And what does that mean?
That he is alive.  Active.  At work in our life. He’s aware of all the things going on in our lives and he walks with us
through them.  He’s not in dead shrine or at a grave site.  He’s not a lucky charm.  He’s a not a “good feeling” or a
“philosophical idea”.  He is alive and he is in our life. We worship the glorious risen Jesus.

Let’s pray.


