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Enter the King       Matthew 21:1-22          Mark Carpenter 25-3-2012 

Sometimes I think when we look at the bible we can approach it like a Sunday School class. We 

look at individual stories in isolation which we learn a message from. For example, a C4K lesson 

may look at just one of these stories that we read today, like this story of the Triumphant entry 

of Jesus and conclude that Jesus is King. While this is definitely useful, we can sometimes gain a 

greater understanding by looking at the bigger picture of the book, or even the whole bible.  

One of the great things we are doing at here at church is dedicating a large amount of time to 

look at one book of the bible. We started looking at Matthew before Christmas and we will 

keep looking at it until Easter. This gives us time to understand the theme of the book and to 

spend time on parts we may not normally look at. This morning we are going to look at three 

stories, but not just as individual stories, each with their own message, instead we’re going to 

see how each of these stories build on the other and give us a more complete picture of who 

Jesus is. And what is really exciting about these stories is that they each have references back to 

the Old Testament which provide us with an even deeper understanding of who Jesus is.   

So, What do these 3 stories have in common?  

The triumphant Entry, Jesus at the Temple, and the withering of a Fig Tree.  

1. Each of them are Jesus acting symbolically  

Each of these stories show Jesus acting in a way which is meant to remind us of parts of the 

old testament.  The Old Testament references show that Jesus is the Messiah, that he is 

God, here to save and to restore his people with authority. Through his actions Jesus shows 

that he has authority over the city of Jerusalem as well as the Temple, that he has come to 

cleanse them and to see faithful fruitful followers. These 3 stories are effectively acted out 

parables with symbolic significance.  The 3 stories also setup the conflict that is soon to 

come in the coming days between Jesus and the Jewish leaders. The ‘triumphal entry’ and 

the demonstration in the temple together are a clear and public challenge to the Jewish 

leaders and the crowds to face up to Jesus claim as Messiah. Together with these two public 
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acts Matthew records an equally symbolic miracle witnessed by the disciples, whose 

meaning is closely related to the events in the temple.  

As we look at each of the stories there is another common thread, they each contain a 

response from the people around Jesus, we will look at each one and as we do, I want you to 

think about your response to Jesus and what he has done.  

(P)  The first of the stories we are looking at today is Jesus entrance into Jerusalem. For weeks 

now in Matthew, Jesus has been building up to this point, he has told his disciples that he must 

suffer and finally he heads towards the location where everything will come to a head, 

Jerusalem.  

(P)  “21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 

and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, 

and that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. “ Matt 16:21 

Jesus entrance to Jerusalem is amazing and interesting for a variety of reasons. This is the 

beginning of the final week for Jesus before his death.  The first thing we can notice is that Jesus 

is in complete control. It is no accident that he is heading to Jerusalem, it’s no accident that 

Jesus confronts the Jewish religious leaders it’s no accident that Jesus ends up on the cross. 

Jesus knows what he is doing, he wants to go into Jerusalem now and he knows the image he 

wants to provoke as he organizes the donkey. The second thing of interest is the image Jesus 

sets up. He rides the Donkey not because he is tired and suddenly decides that after days of 

walking actually it would be nice to ride for a little while. No, Jesus wants to ride a donkey to 

provoke an OT image. Verse 4 clearly says, 

(P)  “ 4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:  5 “Say to Daughter Zion,  

‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey,  and on a colt, the foal of a 

donkey.’”[a]  

This is from the old testament book Zechariah 9:9. Although we don’t associate riding a donkey 

as especially Kinglike for the Jews historically this was the mount associated with a King.  As 
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early as Gen (Gen 49:10-11) a donkey is shown as a Kings mount and Davids Son Solomon rode 

in on a Donkey when he became King (1 Kings 1). 

With this image , Jesus is presenting himself as a King, whom the Jews had been waiting for. But 

he is also presenting himself as a certain type of King, one that is not a military leader here to 

overthrow the Romans, but one that is gentle and meek in his Majesty.   

SO Jesus enters Jerusalem like a King riding on a donkey, and what is the crowds response?  

A royal carpet of cloaks and branches from trees were laid in front of Jesus and the donkey.  

And the crowd is shouting out Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the 

name of the Lord! And Hosanna in the highest heaven!  The crowd is showing a sign of respect 

towards Jesus.  Their shouts in verse 9-10 come from Psalm 118(:25-27) which links Jesus as the 

Messiah who saves.  The crowds response is right here, and yet they don’t quite understand 

what kind of King Jesus is.  Despite this recognition a week later the crowd does not step in to 

stop Jesus death and some may have even been there shouting crucify him.  

Having looked at the first story and with the help of the Old Testament we see Jesus presenting 

himself as a gentle King who is coming to save, he is the Messiah. But Jesus doesn’t stop there, 

he builds on this image with the second story. 

(P)   The second story looks at Jesus in the Temple. What is Jesus doing? Has he lost his cool? 

What is he trying to achieve? He has driven out all who are buying and selling, overturned 

tables. Jesus explains what he is doing by quoting Isaiah and Jeremiah. 

 (P)  Verse 13 says: "And He said to them, 'It is written, "My house shall be called a house of 

prayer;" but you are making it a den of robbers.'" There are three things that make this action 

and this Old Testament quote so significant. One is that the context in Isaiah is about the 

coming kingdom of God, and so Jesus is putting himself in the position of the coming king. And 

the other is that the context is global, not just for the Jews.  Listen to Isaiah 56:7-8.  
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(P)  
7
 Even those I will bring to My holy mountain And make them joyful in My house of prayer. . 

. . For My house will be called a house of prayer for all the peoples." 
8
 The Lord GOD, who 

gathers the dispersed of Israel, declares, "Yet others I will gather to them, to those already 

gathered."  

The third point that Jesus makes here is the idea of cleansing the Temple which comes from the 

book of Zechariah: 

(P) 
21

 Every pot in Jerusalem and Judah will be holy to the LORD Almighty, and all who come to 

sacrifice will take some of the pots and cook in them. And on that day there will no longer be a 

Canaanite (merchant)
[a]

 in the house of the LORD Almighty.  Zech 14:21   

Can you see how this again links Jesus as the Messiah and points towards Gods Kingdom 

coming? But this time the emphasis is not just on saving, he has added a cleansing part to his 

role. 

(P)  Then Jesus heals the lame and the blind in the temple. This too points towards Jesus as 

Messiah, if we look at Isaiah 35:4-6 it says … " Be strong, do not fear. . . . your God will come,  

He will come to save you. Then the eyes of the blind will be opened. And . . . Then the lame will 

leap like a deer" (35:4-6).  

Then like in the first story we looked at, there is a response from those around Jesus. The first 

response is from the children. They confirm what the crowds said on the way in. Jesus is the 

Son of David, the Messiah. But the chief priests became angry. So they said in verse 16, "Do You 

hear what these children are saying?" They have probably just seen Jesus amazing entrance 

into Jerusalem and now in the Temple even Children are effectively calling him Messiah. They 

can't believe Jesus is letting all this stand unchallenged. But potentially to their surprise, Jesus 

answers their question with one simple word. Yes. And then an absolutely astonishing quote 

from Psalm 8.  
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(P)  "Have you never read, 'Out of the mouth of infants and nursing babies You have prepared 

praise for Yourself'?"   It doesn’t seem like much, But what is so astonishing about this is that 

this psalm is written about God, and now Jesus is claiming that it’s about him, he is claiming 

that he is God.  Don't miss this, it is as deliberate and provoking a challenge as the donkey-ride 

into the city.  And Just like the entry was into the capital city of the Jews, this proclamation is 

done in the religious centre of the Jewish faith, the temple.  

This response has shown that the Teachers of the laws have less appreciation for Jesus than the 

children do. These men who were to be leaders of God’s people, leaders through prayer in the 

temple, and leaders through their faith, had fallen far short. The final story we look at here, 

helps show that.  

(P)  The cursing of the fig tree is Jesus’s third symbolic act in this context. He has ridden the 

donkey into the city and cleared its temple of commercial activity. These two acts show Jesus as 

king and as fulfilling the prophets. The prophetic role continues here with the cursing of the fig 

tree, which by all accounts is one of the strangest things Jesus ever did.  

Jesus is hungry and sees a fig tree, and wants the fruit from it, he sees there is none, and then 

curses it by saying, May you never bear fruit again! And then immediately the tree withered.  Is 

Jesus angry, losing it? What does this all mean? Again it has Old Testament implications.  As I 

mentioned previously, we’re looking at the Jewish leaders. throughout Matthew fruit is linked 

as what God desires from his people. The jewish leaders aren’t producing fruit, Despite the fact 

that they are the leaders the ones who should be producing the most. Like the jewish leaders 

who look like they should produce fruit, the fig tree does have leaves and looks like it should 

have fruit, but in actuality it has no fruit.  And jesus response and action of making the fig tree 

wither reminds of the prophesy in Jer 8 where Gods judgement on an unfaithful Israel is like a 

withering fig tree.  

(P)  “13 “‘I will take away their harvest,  declares the LORD.  There will be no grapes on the vine. 

There will be no figs on the tree, and their leaves will wither. What I have given them will be 

taken from them.[a]’” Jer 8:13 
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Instead of the fruit of righteousness, of response to the Messiah, of entry into the kingdom, 

Jesus had been met by narrow and legalistic religion that refused to listen to his message and 

his claims. If that fruit was not going to be produced, the days would soon come when the 

leaves would be stripped from the fig-tree of Israel. It happened with terrible thoroughness and 

unimaginable slaughter in the years AD 66–77, which featured the total destruction of 

Jerusalem temple. 

This third story rounds out the image we have of Jesus from the two earlier ones. Yes Jesus as a 

gentle King has come to save and has come to cleanse and make things right again, but he has 

also demanded a response, you cant just keep ignoring him. Eventually Jesus will need to see 

some fruit. 

Then like the previous 2 examples, there is a response.  Though as often the case with the 

disciples they don’t pick up the symbolism from the old testament or its relationship to the 

jewish leaders now. The disciples are amazed at how rapidly the tree withers, which overrides 

their perception of why it has withered and what it signifies. Still, Jesus uses the occasion to 

teach them about faith and prayer.  He is teaching them that through God anything is possible. 

If they pray in faith, they will see even greater things than a dried-up tree: they will see a 

mountain thrown into the sea.  This obviously raises the question of why we don’t see 

mountains in the sea and why it doesn’t seem like all our prayers are answered.  The two 

disappointing conclusions seem to be either we don’t have real faith or that this promise from 

God is not true.  But the emphasis on believing prayer that God will do anything must be 

correlated with the emphasis in the Lord’s Prayer on God’s reputation and rule.  If you 

remember back Jesus gave the Lords prayer as an example of how we should pray, and it starts 

with the words our father in heaven hallowed be your name, your kingdom come your will be 

done. Someone who faithfully prays, prays in the context of God’s will be done. As part of our 

faith this means that we can trust that however God does answer our prayers it is the right way.  

God is saying have full trust in me.  Have trust in a God who is all powerful, and all knowing and 

that he can do anything we ask for.   So if you are praying for someone to recover from an 

illness or to turn to Jesus and become a Christian and it hasn’t happened yet. Don’t read this 
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and think I mustn’t have faith, read this and think wow I am praying to a God that can do 

anything and have faith that what God decides is the right thing. Faith is not about us or how 

strong a characteristic we have, it’s about our trust in the powerful God. 

 

We have seen Jesus reveal who he is through actions that reflect the Old Testament. By looking 

at the Old Testament we have gained a greater appreciation of who Jesus is. We can see that he 

is the Messiah, a gentle King who has come to save his people, to cleanse the temple and to 

heal, and to judge. We have seen that he Is capable of the impossible and that we need to 

respond with faith and with fruit or we will be shriveled and destroyed. 

 

What is your response? Is it like the crowds as Jesus entered Jerusalem. Do you praise him 

while around others, but when the tough times come you turn against Jesus. For example, 

maybe you’re someone who has misunderstood who Jesus really is. Maybe you think Jesus is 

just a good guy, someone with good morals to live life in this world, instead of Jesus, King of the 

universe, a King who suffered, died, and rose again for you and me, to save us from God’s 

wrath.  Or maybe you’re like the crowds in a different way,  you praise God while at church, but 

as you go out to work, or as you meet with other people during the week, you don’t say 

anything when people start bad mouthing Jesus, you have nothing to do with Jesus outside of 

Church.  Or maybe do you respond to Jesus like the Jewish leaders? Where on the outside, you 

look like you’re following God, you go to church, bible study, but you don’t love God with your 

whole heart, soul and mind, or love your neighbor as yourself?  There is no fruit being produced 

in your life.  Or maybe you show faith that will lead to Mountains jumping into seas.  Where you 

are showing fruit for God, trusting in an all powerful God.  Do you have faith that Jesus can do 

the impossible that he is the savior who can save us from the wrath of God. Amen 

 


