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Easter Sunday: “Mission of the King”

Matthew 28:1-20
Rev. Bruce Stanley

Sermon audio and text available at www.waitara.anglican.asn.auGoing to see
Ill – I don’t know how clocks work. The other day, I was at Hornsby Mall, and I was looking at the
water clock there.  The fountain in the middle of the mall.  It actually took me a few years to
realise that this was a clock! But I have no idea how it actually works. For a lot of the time, it
doesn’t actually work!  But when it DOES work, I have no idea how! But I believe it’s there. But I
cannot comprehend it fully.

Easter Day is a bit like that. We know what it’s about, we know the story, and we
believe.  But we cannot fully comprehend these incredible historical events.

We come to Easter day with certain expectations and beliefs.  We come with
knowledge and faith.  We come to worship.  But how will we leave today? We come
to worship, but how will we GO?The women
Matthew 28 begins with 2 women, Mary and Mary. Mary and Mary go to see the
tomb of Jesus.  They expect to see the dead body of Jesus.  But what they see when
they arrive is an earthquake, and an angel. And the angel rolls back the stone that
blocks the entrance to the tomb of Jesus, he sits on top of it and says to the women,
verse 5:

“Do not be afraid! For I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified.  He is
not here; he has risen, just as he said.  Come and see the place where he lay.  Then
go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of
you into Galilee.  There you will see him.”

He says: I know you came to see Jesus, dead in the tomb. But he’s not here.
Because he’s not dead.  He’s risen. The angel doesn’t roll away the stone so Jesus
can get out. He rolls away the stone so the women can look in and SEE that he’s not
there.

They’ve come with the expectation of seeing the dead Jesus. But instead they see
an empty tomb. And then the angel tells them to go and see the risen Jesus. He
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doesn’t say “stay here and worship the empty tomb.”  He says “Come and see the
empty tomb. Come and see that he’s not here. Then go and see the living Jesus”.

And they do.  The women go to tell the disciples, and on the way, they meet the
risen Jesus.  And when they see him, what do they do?  They fall down, grab his feet
and worship him.  They go and SEE the risen Jesus, and they worship him as King.

This Easter, we’re not called to put our faith in an empty tomb.  We are not called to
put our faith in something that’s not there.  Instead, we are called to come and
meet the risen Jesus and worship him. Come and worship Jesus.  And that’s why
we’re here today. We’ve come to worship the risen Jesus.The guards
Now let’s compare these women with the guards at the tomb. The guards see the
angel.  And, verse 4:

“The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.”

The living guards become like dead men, while the dead Jesus is alive.  The guards
are afraid and they go to the city to report to the chief priests.  The chief priests
don’t want people to even think that Jesus could possibly be alive.  So they pay the
guards some money and give them this story to tell: “His disciples came during the
night and stole him away while we were asleep”.

It’s an interesting story isn’t it?  Their story, their testimony, is that the disciples
came and stole the body while they were asleep.  Their story is that while they were
asleep, presumably with their eyes closed, they saw the disciples come and steal the
body. They testify to what they did not see!

But the women are told to testify to what they do see. They see the earthquake.
They see the angel. They see the empty tomb. And they go and see the risen Jesus.

This Easter, we are called to put our faith in one that has been seen.  We are called
to come and worship the risen Jesus who has been seen!The disciples
And that’s what the disciples did too.  Verses 16-17:

“The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to
go.  When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted.”
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The disciples see Jesus and they worship him.  But this is such an intriguing verse.
They see him and they immediately worship him.  But there’s also doubt.

Now just think for a minute about what the disciples have gone through.  They
abandoned Jesus at the cross.  Even Peter denied that he knew Jesus.  And then they
lock themselves away.  They’re scared.  The women arrive and tell them that he’s
alive and wants to meet them in Galilee.  So they go. Probably confused about
what’s going on.  And they see him.  And they worship him.  But they also doubt.

Seeing Jesus alive is not what they were expecting!  Even though Jesus told them
again and again that he would be handed over and die and rise on the third day,
they never really thought that would happen!  Yet here he is.  And they recognise
Him and they worship Him and they put their faith in him.

But… there’s doubt.  They waver.  They hesitate.  They’re unsure. Because they
can’t make sense of what’s happening.  “How?  How is he alive?  How can God do
that?”

I love this because here we have faith alongside doubt.  Worship next to hesitation.
Trust beside uncertainty. (Ill?)

Even the disciples, who walked with Jesus for three years, and were seeing him face
to face, could not deal with the resurrection on that day!  They simply could not
wrap their head around the power of God! And what a great reminder this is to us
that our God is too great to completely comprehend!  No matter how much faith
we have, no matter how much we trust him, God is still too big for us to fit inside
our heads!

You see, Easter is about putting our faith in a God who is much bigger than an empty
tomb.  It’s about faith in a God of promises.  Faith in a God who has spoken and
acted in human history over thousands of years, since before the creation of the
world.
Faith in a God who has made promises to save us, and has kept every promise!  We
put our faith in a God who led his people with Isaac and Jacob, Joseph and Moses,
Gideon and Samson, David and Samuel.  A God who spoke through Elijah and Elisha,
Isaiah and Jeremiah, Daniel and Hosea.

A God who came to earth as a human!  Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us, born to the
Virgin Mary, turned water into wine, gave sight to the blind, healed the sick, the
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lame and the leper, cast out demons, walked on water, fed the five thousand and
raised a dead girl, a widow’s son and his friend Lazarus.

But Easter is also about putting our faith in a God we know personally. That’s
beyond belief! – that the incomprehensible God wants a personal relationship with
us!

Our human minds will always struggle and we may often have doubts or hesitations
about how God works. But that’s because we cannot even begin to fully
comprehend the power of God.

God is bigger than we can imagine!  He is bigger than we can comprehend.

But he is also a God who invites to come to him, personally, and worship him.

So we come today to worship him… but it that it?The Mission of the King
Listen to these final verses of Jesus in Matthew 28:

All authority on heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make
disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always to the very end of the age.”

Jesus’ final words here are complete and absolute.  There is nothing uncertain here.
Listen to the words he chooses:

 I have ALL authority. And because I have all authority,

 Go and make disciples of ALL nations. Tell everyone to follow ME!

 Teach them EVERYTHING that I have commanded.

 And I will be with you ALWAYS.  To the very end.

When we come to worship Jesus, he says “OK.  Now go, and tell everyone.”

Easter day is the reminder not only of the resurrection of Jesus, but a call on us of us
who follow him.  And this is the call – Come and worship Jesus.  Then Go and tell
everyone.

This Easter, let’s not just remember that we are here to worship the risen Jesus.  But
remember that he’s called us to GO and tell others. And… he will be with us always.
Let’s pray.


