
Matthew 7:13-29 

Introduction – Two Choices 

(P)  I love the snow! When I was at uni, I went snowboarding with some uni friends. It 

was great. It was my first time snowboarding, and I learnt slowly. After the 3
rd

 day we 

decided to get off the beginner slopes and try some harder slopes. Now to get to where 

we were heading, we had to go down what I thought was a relatively steep slope before 

we could get to a chairlift that would take us to the slope that my uni friends were 

wanting to go.   As we got there the weather  started to get worse, and in a few minutes 

I could not see even  a foot in front of me.  Everything was white.  There was a howling 

wind, it was freezing, I was on my hands and knees trying not to fall down the slope and 

lose my snowboard.  Some of my uni friends had gone down, some were still deciding.  

So in front of me was a decision… Do I try to go down this hill that I couldn’t see and 

possibly run the risk of injury or maybe even death, or do I head back the short distance 

to warmth of the hot chocolate.  Well as soon as I could I turned back and headed 

towards warmth and safety.  I had a choice to make Adventure and possible injury or 

Safety and hot chocolate. `That story felt like a choice of life or death for me but maybe 

that’s being a bit melodromatic. 

 (P)  How about if a Doctor says to you, you need to stop smoking or you’ll die of lung 

cancer?  

How would you react to this choice, this ultimatum?   



Here are some of the responses you could get:  

There is no change, just keep on smoking, have a she’ll be right, attitude.  

Or maybe you’re a middle of the road person, you’ll reduce your smoking but not stop 

entirely.  

Or maybe you take it seriously at first, but as soon as someone asks you if you want a 

smoke you start again.  

Or maybe you take the doctors warning seriously even though it’s the hardest thing that 

you’ve ever done.   

Basically you have to make a choice. 

Well today as we come to Jesus’ words in chapter 7, Jesus confronts us with an 

Ultimatum.  It’s not only a decision that affects us here and now in this life, it’s a 

decision that will affect where we will spend eternity.   

Many people are prepared to accept the Sermon on the Mount as containing self-

evident truth. They read sayings such as ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain 

mercy,’ ‘Love your enemies,’ ‘No one can serve two masters,’ ‘Judge not, that you be 

not judged’ and ‘Whatever you wish that men would do to you, do so to them.’ They 

think, What Beautiful sayings! Here is Jesus of Nazareth the moral teacher at his 

simplest and best. Here is the ‘original Jesus’ not distorted by Christians. 



But there’s more to these words from Jesus than just a good ethical way to live. It’s here 

in chapter 7 where Jesus says there are only two ways for you to live:- you are either 

with me or you are against me. There is no middle ground.  

Two Roads 

Read with me from verse 13, “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and 

broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 
14 

But small is the 

gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.  

There are two gates, two roads, two destinations, there are two groups of people. There 

is no third way, there is no fence to sit on. Jesus clearly says there are only two gates. 

But you could ask why is there a choice at all? Surely everyonein this room would 

choose life rather than destruction. Well what makes the choice difficult is because of 

the path we take to get there. (P) See the broad road to destruction is easy, it’s a wide 

gate, there are no boundaries, you can do what you like on this road, you can live a life 

of ease without having to obey Jesus. There are loads of people on this road, it’s a 

popular road. It sounds like such a great life. If you feel like it, Just Do It.  

And then we have the other road. (P)  It’s narrow and the way down this road will be 

difficult. It won’t be easy. There are only a few people on this road.  If you travel down 

this road you’d be required to do what Jesus says. It is not going to be an easy 

comfortable stress free existence.  Choosing to follow Jesus won’t instantly solve all of 

your problems, Jesus won’t instantly solve your depression,your broken relationships, 



the tough marriage, the disappointments, the bad back, the rotten job, the low self 

esteem. Our problems will not instantly disappear when you choose to go down the 

narrow road.  

This is the unpopular road. Don’t be surprised if you find yourself the only Christian in 

your workplace, or in your family, or in your study group at school or university.  Don’t 

be surprised that the choice to follow Jesus can be difficult.  What is important to 

remember is that this road leads to life. 

And that is why Jesus challenges us with a choice. We can have an easy life now, but the 

destination is destruction. Or we can have a difficult life now but and the destination is 

to have life.  

Which road are you on?  There may be some of you here who aren’t Christian, you’ve 

been coming along to church to find out more about Jesus, maybe you’re here trying to 

figure out who this Jesus is.  That’s great, keep finding out, It is important to know who 

Jesus is before you make your decision. But realise this not making a decision means 

that you are on the broad road.  There is no sitting on the fence.  You are on the road to 

destruction until you enter the narrow gate.  Jesus is encouraging you to enter the 

narrow gate.  What will your decision be? 

1. Watch out for False prophets 

Now for those who have chosen the narrow road, Jesus understands the difficulties that 

you will face and so he gives us 2 general warnings to help us stay on the narrow way.   



The first warning is in verse 15. (P) Jesus says “Watch out for false prophets. They come 

to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 
16 
By their fruit you 

will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 
17 

Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 

Jesus is saying watch out for false prophets, don’t let them guide you onto the road to 

destruction.  Jesus is warning us by saying It’s not going to be easy to pick out the false 

prophets from the real teacher.  These people look like the right kind of people, they 

look like sheep, they could have a good reputation, they could have the right degree, 

but are they teaching the truth?   It’s out there in the churches today isn’t it? Your 

lifestyle doesn’t matter, God is a god who is accomodating and accepting who welcomes 

everyone. God would never punish his son, that’s a kind of cosmic child abuse, God 

would never do something like that because he is a God of love.  God wants you healthy 

and wealthy and to enjoying blessings today, if you have faith and if you’re generous to 

him he will flood your life with abounding blessings. These messages can kind of sound 

right, can’t they?  We need to watch out for false teachers, wherever we are.   

And so how do we recognize them?  It’s important that we know the bible for ourselves, 

so that when we come to church, and go to bible study, and hear from teachers, we can 

know whether or not they are speaking the truth. And Jesus also says there is another 

way to recognize these false teachers, “By their fruit you will recognize them.  So what 

does that mean? Well Jesus makes it pretty clear here.  I’m not a horticulturalist or 

know anything about plants. But I’m pretty sure that if you planted a thornbush or a 



thistle you’re not going to get a nice juicy apple or orange from it. Instead you may get a 

poisonous or bitter fruit.  Jesus says one way to recognize a false prophet is by seeing 

what kind of fruit they are producing. You must look past the outward appearance, past 

the theology degrees they’ve obtained, look past their words and their deeds and look 

past their reputation, Jesus says look at the fruit that comes out of their living and ask 

the tough question, are they actually living out the teaching of Jesus? Are our leaders 

shining as lights in this dark world, do they love their enemy, is their yes, yes, and their 

no no, are they storing up treasures here on earth or in heaven, are they seeking first 

the kingdom of God and his righteousness. As a church we need to be listening and 

watching, making sure that the message you hear is true.  Our watching and listening 

needs to be constant and long term, because it takes time for fruit to appear on a tree.  

Jesus says Watch out for False Prophets who guide you towards the road to destruction.  

So far Jesus has challenged us to choose and enter the narrow road, and our first 

warning is to watch out for false prophets.  Don’t be led back onto that wide road.  

(P)  Our second warning from Jesus is this – make sure you are in a relationship with me. 

 So you have chosen the narrow road and you’re standing in front of Jesus on that last 

day, and he says, why should I let you into the Kingdom of Heaven? what would you 

say?  Would you say “ Well, Lord, I’ve told everyone I met that I was a Christian and 

Lord, I went to church almost every week, I was on the bible reading roster, and the 

prayer roster, I went to bible study, I cooked meals for people, I did the Introduction to 



Bible course. And I’m sure the list could go on.  Then imagine Jesus saying to you “I 

never knew you. Away from me, you evildoer!” Are you shocked? Stunned?  

When I read these words in Matthew I’m scared and I’m worried, my heart sinks.  Will 

Jesus say to me“I never knew you?” on the last day?  I call Jesus my Lord and Saviour, I 

try to do good things.  How can I be sure and confident that on that last day, Jesus will 

say, Welcome home Emily, my beloved one, and come into my Kingdom” 

The problem Jesus says with the many people who call me Lord is that they do not have a 

relationship with me. Jesus doesn’t know who they were.  For Jesus to know you means 

that you are to be in a relationship with him. Hear this warning from Jesus: Just because 

you call Jesus Lord, and you hear his words does not mean that you are in relationship 

with him.  

So how can we be in relationship with Jesus?  

(P)  To have a relationship with Jesus means it is something that you will need to 

continue to work at. We can’t assume a relationship with Jesus will happen by just 

turning up once week at church, or just by saying Jesus I believe in you.  

I don’t expect to have a relationship with Mark, if all I do is say hello to him just before 

we go to bed at night. For us to have a relationship we need to talk to each other about 

how are day went the good and the bad, we need to spend time doing activities together, 

we need to listen to each other. If we want to have a relationship with Jesus it means 

talking to him, it means reading and listening to his word, it means obeying his words.  

Are you a light that shines in this dark world? Do you love Jesus more than money? Do 

you seek first the kingdom? Do you love your enemies? Do you forgive those who have 



hurt you? do you pray? Do you Love the Lord your God with all your heart and soul? 

Ask yourself the tough question Am I seriously interested in trying, with God’s help, to 

live his way every day of my life?  Is Jesus’ words affecting your marriage, your work, 

your family life, your language, your thought-life, your friends, your hobbies, the way 

you use your time?  Is following Jesus affecting every area of your life? 

As we saw from Bruce’s sermon last week, (P) We’re not perfect.  We will all make 

mistakes before God, But the good news is that even though that God knows we fail, (P) 

God loves us and he wants us to be in relationship with us.  God wants to have a 

relationship with you. What’s the proof for that?  Jesus came and laid down his life for 

you.    

So let’s listen to Jesus words, choose to enter the narrow road. 

Work at your relationship with God. 

Let’s understand that although we fail, God loves us and wants to be in a relationship 

with you.  

Jesus is asking us to listen to his words and to have the desire in our hearts to do what he 

asks of us.  Let’s pray that we will be humble people, that we will have repentant hearts, 

and ask God to help us to desire to obey him in everything that we say, think or do. 

Jesus has spoken! How are you going to respond?  

Let me pray 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for the amazing love that you have for us even though 

we fail to obey you.  We Thank you for sending Jesus who came and died for us, so that 



we can be in a relationship with you. Lord it is difficult to follow you because of our 

stubborn hearts.  Please give us the desire in our hearts to obey you daily in everything 

that we say think or do.  


