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Philippians 1 sermon: Philippians 1:1-30
Rev. Bruce Stanley 29th July, 2012

 1. Membership
Ill – 12 years ago, I joined a gym.  For 6 months. As you can probably tell, I haven’t been a
gym member since then… TO become a member of a gym, you just pay your money and use
their facilities. Membership is about paying and going.

What if we treated church like that?  If it was jut about membership? Paying and going?  Or
missions.  HADCEA.  Just pay and send them out.  Is it enough to think of ourselves as just
members of God’s church? Here’s a definition of membership:

 1a “a group of persons associated by some common tie or occupation”
(http://www.thefreedictionary.com/membership)

Membership is about belonging to a group, where everyone has something in common.
We are a group of people brought together by a common faith. Brought together by Jesus.

 2. Partnership
In Philippians, Paul talks about Partnership.  Here’s a definition of partnership:

 2a “a cooperative relationship between people or groups who agree to share
responsibility for achieving some specific goal”
(http://www.thefreedictionary.com/partnership)

Partnership is much more than just membership. Partnership is about relationship. As Paul
writes to the church in Philippi, this is what he wants them to know. Paul wants them to
know that the relationship they share through Jesus is much more than just believing the
same things and being members of a group. It’s about partnership.

He says, verse 3:

 3a “I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I
always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day
until now”

Paul talks about that “first day” when they became members of God’s church, the day they
became disciples of Jesus. But Paul prays for them with joy because of their partnership
with him in the gospel. They became members, but their relationship means that they
share a partnership with him in the gospel.

And this is what Paul goes on with in verse 6:
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 3b “being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”

When we become members, disciples of Jesus, we invite God into our life.  And when we do
that, we begin this partnership with God and with each other.  A gospel partnership.  God
works in our life together. And God keeps working in us, as partners. It’s an ongoing
relationship. With God.  With each other.

 4. Please yourself
I found this picture during the week…

 4a Picture #1: trust yourself.

This is how the world often thinks: trust yourself.  Everything is up to you. You cannot
depend on anyone else.  You make your own luck.  You use your own strength. You’re in a
relationship with… you! As Christians, we are in partnership with God.  And it is God’s
strength that works in us. And our confidence is in him, not ourselves – God will carry his
work in us to completion. And Paul prays to see the work of God being completed in us
together.  Verses 9-11:

 5 9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge
and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be
pure and blameless until the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that
comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.

Partnership in God is about growing in knowledge and discernment and righteousness.
Together.

So we’re not just members.  We’re not just people who belong to the same club.  We’re
partners.  With God.  With each other. Paul continues on, speaking about the struggles he
and others were facing, the struggles tha make partnership difficult.  Inside and outside the
church.  BUT, the strength to overcome these difficulties comes from a focus on that
common purpose of serving Jesus together.  We’re not pleasing ourselves.  We’re pleasing
God, and it’s through a partnership of prayer in God’s Spirit that he says this – Verse 20:

 6a I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient
courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by
death.

Paul is in prison, suffering for the sake of the gospel.  But his expectation is that in all things
Christ will be exalted. And he wants to see that happen through his partnership with the
Philippians. Listen to what he says in verse 21:
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 6b For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.

Paul knows it’s better to die and be with Christ.  Absolutely.  It is better for a Christian when
we die and go to be with Jesus. When we die, we gain heaven. Nothing is better than that.
BUT, to live is Christ.  What does Paul mean by that?  Verse 24:

 6c but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body.

Paul sees that it is necessary for him to live in order to serve the Philippians. You see, for
the Christian, living is all about Jesus. It’s not about “me”. It’s about our partnership.  With
God.  With each other.  In prayer.  In his Spirit.

What does the world think of that? Here’s another picture I found this week…

 7. Picture #2 – please yourself.

Now, of course, there are some helpful things in this.  But look at the first line. “Stop doing
things you don’t want to do”.  This is not partnership. Paul does what is needed.  Even
when it’s difficult. He will do even what he doesn’t WANT to do because he is in
partnership with the Philippians.  It’s not about HIM.  It’s about exalting Jesus and living out
that partnership as we wait for heaven.

Now, I assume that, as Christians, we want to serve Jesus.  And we want to serve each
other.  But sometimes, in our flesh, we don’t want to. We don’t feel like it. Isn’t it a battle
sometimes?  Aren’t there times it’s difficult to serve God and other people? As we support
HADCEA, can you imagine there might be times they find it a struggle to do God’s work?
And our missionaries in NT, in Asia, in Nepal, in Jordan? And aren’t there even times we
find it difficult to get along to church on a Sunday?  Or to help someone in need?  Or to
pray?  In our humanity, and our sinfulness, and our self-centeredness, I’m sure we’ve all
faced times when we don’t WANT to do what God calls us to do.  But we are partners.
We’re not members of a gym where we pay and just come along. As partners, we take on
responsibilities and we don’t do things for our own sake.  We do things for the sake of the
gospel of Jesus!

That’s partnership.  It’s not about “me”. And it’s often difficult to make decisions for the
sake of the partnership, for the sake of the gospel.  But we do it with the strength of God.
But it’s still hard.  And sometimes it’s hard to keep going. So how do we keep going?  How
do we endure when partnership is difficult?
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 8. “I am the star!”
In verse 27, Paul encourages the Philippians:

 8aWhatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ.
Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I will know
that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel”

One more picture I found this week:

I am the star.  I’m the author and director.  Here is a world view that actually looks and
sounds quite attractive.  YOU make the calls. YOU make things happen.  But what it’s really
saying is: “YOU stand alone.”  That, I think, is horribly depressing.  “I am the star.  I am the
author and director.  I am alone in this world and it’s all up to me. There is no one else on
my side.”  That’s a horrible way to live.  No partnership. You are completely alone.  It looks
empowering, but it’s actually quite lonely.

Paul says, in our partnership, we are to contend as one man, to stand firm in one spirit for
the gospel. We are not the star.  Jesus is! That is our strength.  Not that we are just
members who share the same beliefs.  But that we are partners who stand together as one,
with Jesus, for Jesus.

Being a disciple of Jesus can be hard. And Paul reminds us that the answer to difficult times
is not to “stop”. If you find keeping fit is difficult, you don’t STOP going to the gym.  That’s
the time we really need to persevere. Together. Because our strength comes from
standing together in Christ.

If I can summarise this whole chapter with one simple idea, it would be this:

 9. It’s not about you.  It’s about us!

It’s about our partnership together, in Christ. That partnership[p is often difficult with
many struggles, but it STRONG. The world will encourage us think only about our own lives.
To direct our own life.  To trust ourselves.  To look after ourselves.  To just do what we
want to do, what we feel like doing.

But as Paul reminds the Philippians, life as a Christian is not about “me”.  Being a member
of God’s church is about partnership. This partnership in the gospel is where you will find
ultimate strength.  Strength to endure to our ultimate goal of heaven.

Prayer… Verses 9-11, 27.


