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Prayer sermon. Rev. Bruce Stanley 

Luke 18:1-8; Acts 4:23-31 

Sermon text and audio available for download at www.waitara.anglican.asn.au 

A minister’s 5 year old daughter noticed that her father always stopped and bowed his head for a moment before 

starting his sermon. One day she asked him why. He said: "Well, I'm asking the Lord to help me preach a good 

sermon." She asks him: "How come He doesn't do it?" 

Prayer is a funny thing.  And preparing a sermon on prayer is really quite difficult because there is so much to talk 

about from the Bible, and there are so many questions about prayer.  But most of all, prayer is a challenge for many 

of us. 

• What do you think about prayer? 

Do you pray?  Do you think it’s important?  Do you think prayer makes a difference?  Does God hear and answer 

every prayer?  Does prayer actually change things?  Here are some common thoughts about prayer: (see pics) 

• Prayer is a nice way to feel like you’re helping, when you’re really doing nothing. 

• Prayer is a last resort when everything else has failed. 

What does God say about prayer?  Here’s just a short list of verses from the Bible about prayer: 

• Matthew 5:44 -  “Pray for those who persecute you” 

• 1 Thessalonians 5:17 – “pray continually” 

• James 5:13 – “Is one of you in trouble?  He should pray.” 

• Proverbs 15:8 – “But the prayer of the upright pleases him.” 

• Philemon 4:6 – “But in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” 

• James 5:15 – “prayer offered in faith will make the sick well and the Lord will raise him up.” 

• 1 Peter 3:12 – “For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer...” 

• Ephesians 6:18 – “always keep on praying for all the saints. 

If there is one thing God seems to say to us about prayer, it’s that we should pray!  Prayer is important and prayer 

should be a normal and regular part of the Christian life. 

Yet, many of us struggle with prayer.  We often struggle to find the time to pray, or the words to pray, or the 

motivation to pray.  But why?  Why do we find prayer such a difficult thing? 

Today I have 3 questions for our prayer life: 

• Do we EXPECT an answer to our prayers? 

• Do we TRUST God’s answers to our prayers? 

• Do we PRAY continually? 

A. So the first and biggest question I want to ask today is: When you pray, do you expect God to answer? 

Let’s have a look at Luke 18:1-8 – the parable of the persistent widow. 

In this parable, we have a story about a judge who doesn’t’ fear God and doesn’t respect people.  And in his town, 

there is a widow.  And she’s been treated unfairly by someone, and she wants the judge to help her out – she wants 

justice.  So she goes to the judge... but he doesn’t care! 
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So this widow keeps coming back.  Again and again.  “Grant me justice against my adversary.” “Grant me justice 

against my adversary.” “Grant me justice against my adversary.” 

So what does the judge eventually do? 

He says: I don’t fear God.  I don’t care about people.  But this woman is annoying!  She’s wearing me out!  So just to 

stop her annoying me, I’ll see that she gets justice!  This judge doesn’t care about God or people.  He just wants to 

be left alone.  So he gives this widow justice. 

Now people often hear this parable and think that this is how we should pray.  That we should be persistent, like the 

widow and keep nagging God until he answers.  And there may be nothing wrong with praying like that.  But this 

parable is not about US and the way we pray – it’s about God.  This is a parable about how God hears and answers 

our prayers, especially our cries for help.  This parable teaches us that we should expect God to answer our prayers. 

Jesus says: If this unjust judge will answer his people eventually, surely God will answer his people! 

• “And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones?... Will he keep putting them off?”  Luke 18:7 

And he will answer quickly!  The judge in the story doesn’t care about God or people, and eventually he gives this 

woman justice.  God does care about you and loves you, and God loves justice.  So, Jesus says, if you come to God 

with your prayers, of course he will hear you and of course he will answer your prayers, and he won’t keep putting 

you off.  He will answer you quickly. 

Of course there is a challenge for us here:  God will answer, and quickly.  But he may not answer the way we want 

him to answer.  His answer may be “YES”, or “NO”, or “WAIT”.  But what this parable teaches us is that God DOES 

hear and he DOES answer, and he WON’T keep us waiting. 

God hears all our prayers.  He answers them quickly.  He won’t keep us waiting. But he also won’t always give us the 

answer we want.  So the next question for us then is,  

B. Do you trust God’s answers to your prayers? 

Listen to how Jesus ends this parable in verse 8: 

• “However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

Jesus is saying, when I come back to earth, will I find faith among all these people who follow me?  Will I find people 

who trust me?  I hear them praying.  They say they believe and follow me.  But do they trust me?  Do they trust the 

way I am working in their life? 

I suspect that this is why we are often disappointed by the results of our prayers.  We are often disappointed or 

angry with God when he doesn’t answer our prayers in the way we expect. 

But when God does answer a prayer in perhaps a miraculous way, we might be surprised!  We might be surprised, 

for example, if we pray for someone who is terminally ill and they are healed. 

Have you ever responded like that? 

With anger or disappointment because God doesn’t answer the way you want, or with surprise because he does?  

That’s all about expectations and trust.  Do you trust him BEFORE he answers?  BEFORE he says yes or no?  Do you 

trust him before you’re healed or not healed?  BEFORE you get the job or don’t get the job?  Do you trust God’s 

answers BEFORE He says yes or no? 
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We should expect God to answer, and we need to learn to trust that whatever happens after our prayer IS God’s 

answer.  I don’t know if we can ever say things like: “I’ve been praying for this for 10 years and God hasn’t answered 

my prayers yet.” 

Actually, God has!  He’s either said YES, NO or WAIT!  He’s not sitting there wondering what to do.  He knows what is 

best for you and he’s answered.  And it’s OK to keep praying for those things if God says “no” or “Wait”.  But we 

don’t pray to remind him.  We pray to show him that we still trust him with those things. 

You see, prayer is an act of trust.  In Acts 4, when the disciples were being persecuted, they pray to God for strength.  

They put their trust in God to help them.  Verse 24: 

• “Sovereign Lord”, they said, “You made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them.” 

They trust God as sovereign – as the Lord over all the earth.  When we pray, we say to God, “This is in your hands. 

You are in control of things.  You are sovereign.  I trust you.” 

We should expect God to answer.  But we also need to learn to trust his answers to our prayers. And finally, we 

actually need to:  

C. Pray! 

Ill – car running out of petrol on highway.  There’s a great story of a man who is driving down the highway and sees a 

business man with his car stopped on the side of the freeway. The business man is really upset, so the driver pulls 

over and offers help.  The business man says: “I’ve run out of petrol and I’m really late for a meeting.  So the driver 

pulls out a petrol siphon and gives him some petrol and tells him there’s a petrol station about 5 miles down the 

road where he can fill up.  The business man speeds off late for his meeting.  20 miles down the road, the driver sees 

the same man stopped on the side of the road.  He pulls over again and says: “What happened?”  The man answers 

“I ran out of petrol again.” “Didn’t you fill up at the petrol station 15 miles back?”  He answers “No.  I was running 

late for my meeting and I thought I could make it on the petrol you gave me.” 

Too busy to do what is necessary.  Our life is so often like that.  We are too busy to stop and do what is necessary. 

• We’re too busy to pray. 

Let me suggest this: If we run out of time to pray each day, it’s simply because we don’t make the time to pray. 

It’s the same with anything else in life.  When we don’t spend enough time exercising, or enough time with the 

family or friends, or enough time studying, or enough time with our spouse.  We say “I don’t have time”.  But what 

we’re really saying is: “I haven’t made the time.”  I choose to be busy with other things.  I have chosen to work long 

hours.  I have chosen to watch more TV.  We make the choices about the way we use our time. 

The bottom line is this.  God calls us to pray.  It is a necessary part of the Christian life. 

• 1 Thessalonians 5:17 – “pray continually” 

• Philemon 4:6 – “But in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” 

• Ephesians 6:18 – “always keep on praying for all the saints. 

This week, this year, let’s think seriously about these questions: 

1. Do I expect God to answer my prayers? 

2. Do I trust God’s answers to my prayers? 

3. Do I pray? 


