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God the Father – Sermon – John 14:1-14; Romans 8:12-17 

Rev. Bruce Stanley 

Sermon text and audio can be downloaded at www.waitara.anglcian.asn.au 

• The Trinity: Who is God? 

If you ask people “Who is God?” you’ll get a lot of different answers, because it’s a complicated question! 

Some people describe God as the supernatural creator and overseer of the universe. He’s called omniscient, 

omnipotent and omnipresent, omnibenevolent, and incorporeal.  In different languages and religions, different ideas 

of god have different names, like Theos, Deus, Ishvara, Allah, El, Yahweh, Krishna, Vishnu, or Achaman  

But when we come to the Bible to find out about the one true God and creator of the universe, it’s still confusing!  

For example: 

• In Genesis 1:26, God is creating man and woman and he says: “Let us make man in our image.”  God calls 

himself “us”. 

• In John 10:30, Jesus says: “I and the Father are one”.  Jesus is ONE with the Father. 

• In Genesis 1:2, it says: “the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.”  God is also described Spirit. 

• And in John 15:26, Jesus says: “When the Counsellor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 

Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me.”  So the Spirit comes from the Father, 

sent by the Son. 

The Bible describes God as Father, and as Son, and as Spirit, but also as ONE. 

• Trinity 

And that’s why we use the word “Trinity” to talk about God.  “Trinity” is not a word that appears in the Bible.  It’s a 

word we used to describe what the Bible tells us about who God is.  And so through history, the church has come up 

with the word trinity.  It’s not something we can explain – because it’s simply beyond our comprehension.  Like 

quantum physics or long division for most of us.  But we can describe God using this idea of trinity.  Here are three 

statements from church theologians that might help us: 

•  

1. There is one God and he is indivisible. 

2. The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are each fully and equally God. 

3. The three are distinct persons. 

In other words, we don’t worship 3 gods.  We worship 1 God.  God IS the Father, AND God is the Son, AND God is the 

Holy Spirit.  He is distinctly all three, yet indivisible and one.  We can’t fully understand this, but we can describe it. 

The big question is WHY?  Why does God describe himself in such confusing ways? 

The simple answer is: “Because he’s God.”  How can God describe himself to humans?  And how can humans 

understand the immortal, all knowing, all present, all powerful God who created the universe out of nothing? I can’t 

even work out how to program the DVD recorder! 

So... God speaks to us in language that we can understand. 
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• For example, a maths student might be able to tell you that the square root of -1 is “i”.  And that’s correct.  

But what does that mean?  How do you explain that?  To explain it takes a lot more work.  And in the end, 

for most people, including myself, the whole idea is something we might never fully understand.  But it is 

something we can understand a little better. 

And that’s what the idea of the Trinity is – it’s a way to understand God a little better.  God’s main concern for us is 

always to be able to relate to us and have a relationship with us.  We cannot completely comprehend God, but God 

has revealed himself to us so we can relate to him.  God wants a relationship with us, so he describes himself to us in 

with three ideas we can understand: Father, Son and Spirit.  And we’re going to look at each of those over the next 3 

weeks.  Today, we’ll look briefly at “Father”. 

• “FATHER” 

So there it is.  That one word that will mean different things to different people.  Because we all might look at that 

word and think of our own Father.  Often our understanding of God as Father is unclear because of our own 

experiences of Fathers in our life. 

If you had a great Father, you might have a different understanding of God as Father to someone who had a Father 

who abused them, or someone who didn’t have a Father at all.  So it’s important to recognise that we bring our own 

human understandings to this topic.  But today, I want us to try to see God as the first Father.  And as the perfect 

Father.  And as the eternal Father. 

God uses the idea of Father because God is all about relationships.  God wants a relationship with us – a relationship 

where we relate to him as his children. 

Understanding God as Father gives us three important insights into our relationship with him.  First of all, 

• The way we talk to God as our Father. 

In Matthew 6:9, towards the end of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus teaches his followers how to pray in what we 

call “The Lord’s Prayer”.  The prayer begins with the words... “Our father in heaven”.  This is how Jesus teaches us to 

pray.  We don’t pray “Dear Jesus”, or “Dear Holy Spirit”.  Or dear creator and sustainer of life.  Of course, there’s 

nothing really wrong with that.  But the question is, out of all the things we could call God, of all the ways we could 

address him, WHY does Jesus tell us to call him “Our Father”.  Why? 

Because when we come to God in prayer, that’s the way God wants to relate to us.  As a Father.  As the perfect 

Father we can come to at all times for all things.  As the Father we can completely trust in.  As the Father who knows 

what we need before we ask.  As the Father who knows how to give us what is best for us, because he knows us 

completely.  And that’s important – God actually WANTS us to call him Father because he wants to have that sort of 

relationship with us – that we cn completely depend on him for everything.  But calling him Father is also about 

• The way we come to him as his children – as his sons and daughters 

And this is what Romans 8:12-17 really spells out for us.  Let’s turn to that passage now. 

It’s a great passage, because it talks about the Father, Son and Spirit all at once!  And they’re nearly indistinguishable 

in the way Paul talks about them.  He says, verse 15: 

“For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship.  And by 

Him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 

The SPIRIT... of SON ship... we cry FATHER.  The Holy Spirit of God who lives in us, the Spirit of God himself, HE makes 

us sons and daughters of God.  We are God’s children.  That term “Abba” is the very term Jesus uses to speak to God 
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(e.g. in Mark 14:36).  It’s a personal term - a term like our English word “Daddy”.  And what that means is that we 

can talk to God, personally, in the same way Jesus did.  Isn’t that amazing!  That we can personally call God “Father” 

or “Dad” in the same way Jesus does, and we can see that special relationship in John 14 as we see 

• The way God, as Father, looks after us. 

God looks after us the way a Father should look after us.  Chapter 14 of John starts by telling us: 

“in my Father’s house are many rooms...” 

Our heavenly Father has a house with many rooms.  He has a place for us to stay.  With him.  Forever.  God is the 

Father we live with forever.  He’s not just the perfect Father.  He’s our eternal Father.  He has a house, he has a room 

for us, and it’s forever.  Heaven is when we move in with our heavenly dad forever. 

Then, in John 14, Jesus tells us that He is the only way to come to the Father and live in his house.  Our Father has a 

house.  And Jesus is the only way to that house.  But until we get to heaven, and move into God’s house, HE comes 

and lives with US,... by his... Spirit. 

• John 14:23 – “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching.  My Father will love him, and we will come to him 

and make our home with him.” 

Again, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit all linked together – distinct, yet inseparable.  We can come to the 

Father, but only through the Son, and only because the Holy Spirit lives in us and makes us sons of God. 

And like any good Father, God gets angry with us when we’re disobedient.  He disciplines us.  He corrects us.  But he 

never gives up on us.  We have examples all through the Bible where God’s people wander away from him.  But God 

is the perfect Father.  He gets angry when we ignore him.  He is disappointed by our disobedience.  He disciplines us 

when we do the wrong thing.  But he is always patient.  He always wants to bring us back home to hm.  That’s how 

he looks after us.  He always works to bring us back home. 

• Conclusion: The Fatherhood of God 

You may have had a good Father growing up, or a terrible Father, or no Father at all.  And it’s often easy to confuse 

human Fathers with our heavenly Father.  But God’s Fatherhood is different in two big ways: 

• First, God’s Fatherhood is perfect – so we can’t even compare Him with sinful human Fathers.  God is 

perfectly patient, kind and loving and even perfect in his anger, discipline and guidance. 

• But secondly, God’s Fatherhood is also eternal.  He is our Father forever and he offers us a home forever.  

We can completely depend on him for all things at all times. 

Everything that the world offers us is imperfect and temporary.  But what God offers is perfect and eternal. 

You will not find anyone or anything in the world who can offer what God offers you when he says to you “Call me 

Father and I will call you my child”  There is simply no greater privilege, honour or promise on this earth to compare 

to that relationship with God that we can have.  So let’s pray now, and thank him for that. 


