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Sermon – Commitment to God’s Word – Psalm 119:9-16; 2 Peter 1:3-21 
Rev. Bruce Stanley 
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THE BIBLE – Do you read it? 
Ill – making every effort. 
There was a man (in Kansas City) who was severely injured in an explosion. His face was badly 
disfigured, he lost his eyesight as well as both his hands. He was just a new Christian, and one of 
his greatest disappointments was that he could no longer read the Bible. Then he heard about this 
lady in England who read braille with her lips. Hoping to do the same, he sent for some books of 
the Bible in braille. But even though the nerve endings in his lips had been destroyed by the 
explosion, he was able to feel the braille with his tongue. So he started to read the Bible using his 
tongue.  He began by “reading" through the entire Bible four times. 
 
Are you that committed to God’s Word? 
 
Open up with me to 2 Peter 1 
PPT flow chart: 
Peter says to us in 2 Peter 1: 
Verse 5: make every effort to “supply to” your faith goodness and knowledge and self-control and 
perseverance and godliness and brotherly kindness and love.  And if you work hard at these things: 
Verse 8, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  But if you do NOT: 
Verse 9, you are nearsighted and blind and have forgotten that you have been cleansed from past 
sins. 
 
In other words, if we truly remember and understand what Jesus has done for us by dying on the 
cross, then we should be making EVERY EFFORT to be effective and productive with our faith.  
And that means being committed to reading God’s word. 
 
Ill – Learner Driver training 
I heard the other day that these days, to get your driver’s licence, you now have to do 120 hours of 
driver training, with at least 20 hours at night.  And THEN pass a driving test. 
When I learnt to drive you just had to do a driving test. 
Why? 
Because we want to keep people safe.  We don’t want new drivers to die on the roads.  And we 
don’t want the to be responsible for killing others.  We want them to be ready for any situation 
because driving is dangerous.  For their safety and ours we want them to be prepared for anything. 
 
Peter wants us to do this with our faith!  To work hard.  To train.  To be ready for anything.  We 
read the Bible because our faith matters to us.  We read the Bible because we want to make every 
effort to be effective and productive in the work God has given us to do.  If we do not work hard, 
then, Peter says, we have forgotten what Jesus has done for us.  To not read God’s word is to not 
let him speak to us through it. 
 
PPT flow chart: 
Peter goes on to say, in verse 12, “I will always remind you of these things” and in verse 15, “I will 
make every effort to see that after my departure you will always be able to remember these things.” 
 
“These things” sound fairly important!  What are they??? 
What are the things that we should be reminded of?  What’s in the Bible that’s so important that we 
should read it? 
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PPT – Verse 16: “We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.” 
What we read in the Bible is truth.  Eyewitness accounts of God at work in our world.  We do not 
follow a faith that has a few clever stories that can’t be proved or disproved.  We have the truth.  
And that truth comes from God – verse 20: 
PPT –“For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from GOD as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit.” 
 
God’s prophets were carried by God’s Holy Spirit in everything they wrote.  We don’t have man’s 
words, but God’s words, through men.  Not only do we have a true story, but we have the true 
story from God’s perspective in human language. 
 
Ill – Sunday Sport magazine – unbelievable stories 
The Sunday Sport magazine from the UK is well known for its wild, perhaps even unbelievable, 
headlines. 
If you saw a headline like this you may not believe it.  “Monkey Lands Plane”. 
Or perhaps this one: “World War II bomber found on moon vanishes”. 
And even with photos, you may this hard to believe: “Statue of Elvis found on Mars.” 
But surely you would believe this one: “Woman gives birth to 8lb duck”. 
 
Obviously we would be doubtful about the accuracy of these things.  There is a lack of trust when it 
comes to reading the tabloids.  They’re not really trustworthy.  The people reporting aren’t 
trustworthy and the photos and witnesses aren’t really trustworthy.  They write them to sell 
magazines and make money. 
 
The Bible is full of trustworthy eyewitness accounts supported by historical evidence.  These 
accounts weren’t written to make money – in fact the writers often faced persecution and even 
death because of their writing.  Why would they be prepared to die for a lie?  We don’t follow some 
cleverly invented stories.  We follow the truth.  Written by people, directed by God. 
 
We read the Bible because it is God’s truth, and we read it to be effective and productive in our 
faith.  Otherwise, we will simply be ineffective and unproductive. 
 
But commitment to God’s word doesn’t stop at just reading it. 
 

The Bible - Is your life directed by it? 
 
When we read the Bible, our lives need to be directed by it. 
Ill – If you ever have to travel on Sydney roads in the early afternoon, about 2:30 or so, you’ll know 
that you have to be very careful.  Because at about 2:30 in most suburbs two things happen: First, 
there are hundreds of parents picking their kids up from school and double parking all over the 
place.  And second, most of the speed zones change to 40km/hr because school’s out and kids are 
everywhere.  But some people can’t seem to understand that these school speed zones are 
important.  Some people just think – “forget it, I’m in a hurry.”  They read the sign, but they don’t 
care what it says.  And from time to time we hear tragic stories of the consequences of people 
ignoring school speed zones. 
 
Often when we read the Bible, we read what it says, we understand what it’s saying, but we say 
“Forget it.  I don’t want to do that.”  Or “I don’t’ feel like it.” 
 
Turn over to Psalm 119 with me and Listen to these words: 
PPT – 
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Verse 10 “I seek you with all my heart” 
Verse 11 “I have hidden your word in my heart” 
Verse 12 “teach me your decrees.” 
 
This is a person with a desire to follow what God says.  He reads God’s words and he listens to 
them.  He lives by them.  He puts those words in his heart and seeks to follow them.  The guy who 
wrote Psalm 119 sets his life’s direction by God’s word AND he enjoys doing it!  Listen to the next 
verses: 
 
    14 I rejoice in following your statutes, as one rejoices in great riches.  
    15 I meditate on your precepts, and consider your ways.  
    16 I delight in your decrees; I will not neglect your word. 
 
He rejoices, he meditates, and he delights in God’s Word.  He hears what God says and he does 
it.  He enjoys doing what God tells him.  He doesn’t read it and forget it.  He acts on it. 
 
Ill – fast world. 
We live in a fast moving society with television, internet, i-pods, and digital everything.  Every day 
people are thinking of new devices to grab our attention.  There’s always something more 
interesting – a new video game, a new movie, a new TV program, a new mobile phone. 
 
The Bible just doesn’t seem to compare with what the world has to offer.  It’s seen as out of date, 
out of touch, irrelevant, and boring.  And reading the Bible is considered more of a chore than a 
privilege.  A lower priority than most things in our lives.  Could you imagine ringing up work one 
morning and saying: “I’m sorry I can’t come in today – I have to catch up on my Bible reading.”?  It 
wouldn’t happen because we are so often more committed to the things of this world than the 
things of God. 
 
We’re tempted to put God’s word at the bottom of the “to do” list, and when we eventually DO get 
around to reading it, as soon as we’ve closed the book, we can forget what we’ve read.  Reading 
the Bible can be one of those things you feel you HAVE to do.  And it can be one of those things 
that you feel guilty about when you forget for a week. 
 
But it’s interesting – if I miss lunch, I don’t feel guilty. I feel hungry.  If I miss a few hours sleep, I 
don’t feel guilty.  I feel tired and worn out. 
 
When we miss out on God’s word, we’re missing out on a meal that strengthens us, we’re missing 
out on the rest we need.  And if we keep missing out, we shouldn’t feel guilty.  But we will feel 
hungry and worn out.  God speaks to us through his Word for our own good.  To give us strength to 
face this world and to give us rest from the weariness of this world. 
 
We need to read it and act on it.  You don’t sit down to a meal, chew your food qnd then spit it out.  
(Although that often happens with our boys and vegetables!)  We need to chew and digest.  We 
don’t just need to chew on God’s word.  We need to digest it.  let it become part of us.  let it change 
us. 
 
Remember what Peter says: If you neglect to make every effort, you will be nearsighted and blind.  
But if you make the effort, you will be effective and productive in your faith. 
 
Let’s PRAY. 
 


