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Intro DVD – Wall Street – “Greed is good.” track 10: 1:14:48 – 1:15:30 (?at all services?) 
In the movie “Wall Street” from 1987(?) the actor Michael Douglas gives a speech at a company meeting to 
convince people to run the company his way.  And in the speech he says this: 
*** “...greed ... is good. 
Greed is right. 
Greed works. 
Greed clarifies, cuts through, and captures the essence of the evolutionary spirit. 
Greed, in all of its forms -- greed for life, for money, for love, knowledge -- has marked the upward surge of 
mankind.” 
 
“Greed is good”  You’d have to agree that greed affects our culture.  But do we want it to be our culture?  Do 
we want our family or our children to grow up believing that our goal in life is to have more?  Is this what we 
want our lives to reflect? 
 
Today we’re talking about risking our salvation.  Jesus says that wealth can put our salvation in danger.  
There are two stories we’ll look at.  First, turn with me to Mark chapter 12: 

 

Mark chapter 12: 
**** A teacher of the law asks Jesus: “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” (verse 28) 
And Jesus says: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, and love your 
neighbour as yourself.” 

The man understands.  He says to Jesus:  “You’re right!  There is only one God.  And loving him with 
everything you have and loving your neighbour is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifice.” 

 
Do you believe that?  And do you know what drives you in life?  What motivates you?  Is it greed for money, 
or knowledge, or power?  Or is it love?  Love for God, and love for one another?  In life, we need to know 
who or what we are following.  Are we following a religion, or a church, or a church leader?  Are we 
following our friends?  Are we following the world?  Or are we following Jesus?  Because following Jesus 
must begin with a change of heart, especially when it comes to wealth and money. 
 
*** Look at verses 41-44. 
Jesus sits opposite a big box in the temple where people put in their collection money.  He watches everyone 
put their money in.  And he sees the rich people putting in lots of money.  But then along comes a poor 
widow and puts in two small copper coins, worth less than a penny.  Worth nothing.  Not enough to live on 
even for a day. 
But Jesus says (verse 43): 
“This poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others.  They all gave out of their wealth; but 

she, out of her poverty, put in everything – all she had to live on.” 

This was a widow in the first century.  No superannuation.  No social security.  No pension.  No government 
handouts.  This was a woman who literally had less than a penny to her name.  And she gave it all up for the 
collection of the temple treasury.  She gave out of poverty. 
 
The point of this story is that Jesus doesn’t look at how much she puts in.  He looks at what she kept.  Other 
people put in large amounts of money, but held back HUGE amounts.  But this widow kept nothing back.  
Jesus isn’t interested as much in what we put in – whether it’s money or time – he’s more interested in what 
we hold back.  He looks at our hearts.  He looks at our motives.  He asks: “What motivates them to give their 
money and time for the work of the gospel?  And what motivates them to hold things back?  Is it pride?  Is it 
guilt?  Is it tradition or ritual or power?  When Jesus looks at this widow, all he sees is love.  Love for God.  
Love for neighbours.  This widow is prepared to hold nothing back.  She is focussed on God’s kingdom. 
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NOT the kingdom of this world.  She holds nothing back.  And that’s the first thing to remember today about 
our possessions: 
*** HOLD NOTHING BACK FROM GOD. 
 
*** Now turn with me to Mark 10 and we have a very different story.  A man comes and falls at Jesus’ feet 
and asks him “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
Jesus tells him “You know all the commandments” 
The man answers – “Yes, and I’ve kept them since I was a boy” 
And Jesus looked at him and loved him.  But he saw a man who followed rules, not a heart that loved God. 
So he says to the man, “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven.  The come, follow me.” 
And what is his response? 
“The man’s face fell.  He went away sad, because he had great wealth.” 

 
“How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of heaven.”  Jesus says. 
 
Jesus says the same thing to this man that he says to us: Decide today what is more important to you!  The 
kingdom of God, or the kingdom of this world?  God or money?  Where is your heart? What do you want to 

hold on to? 

 
You see we all follow something or someone!  Whether it’s success or family or wealth or fame or 
knowledge or doing good.  We all follow something or someone.  We need to let go of running our life our 
own way.  And we need to start walking on the path Jesus calls us to walk on.  In other words, we can’t 
follow Jesus and hold on to a life focussed on money or career or success or power.  The rich man could not 
live without his money.  He wasn’t prepared to let go of that way of life.  He wasn’t prepared to walk Jesus’ 
way.  When he weighed up money and Jesus, money was the winner. 
 
Are you prepared to let go of things if they stand in the way of your relationship with God?  Think about how 
you spend your time.  Think about what the important things are in your life.  Think about what possessions 
are important to you.  How important are they?  Too important to give up if you had to? Are they more 
important than God?  What are you NOT prepared to give up for your relationship with Jesus? (Pause) 
 
Ill – When I was growing up, I learnt to cross the road by remembering “Look to the right, look to the left, 
look to the right again.  Then cross the road.”  Then when I was 12, I remember crossing the road to go to a 
soccer game.  Mum and Dad either side of me.  We were late and I wanted to cross the road quickly.  As I 
stepped forward, I felt my parents pull back on my arms.  But it was too late.  I had put my right foot 
forward.  And a car ran over my big toe!  It was very painful, especially with footy boots on. 
 
Sometimes we just aren’t looking at where we’re going.  Sometimes, we’re lucky enough to have someone 
there to look out for us and warn us.  ((((And that’s what parents and godparents have the job of doing – praying for 
Hamish.  Praying for God to direct him.  Looking out for him.  Helping him to see where he’s going and helping to 

direct him in God’s way.)))) 

And that’s what God’s word does for us.  Through his word, God helps us to see the road ahead.  Helps us to 
see what we need to let go of if we’re going to walk properly.  And in this passage, Jesus is giving us a 
serious warning: 
 
Are we watching where we’re going?  Are we noticing what we’re holding on to?  What things are becoming 
too important for us?  What might be preventing us from walking Jesus’ way?  Think about the decisions we 
make.  The shows we decide to watch on television.  The way we spend our time.  The things we look at on 
the internet.  The way we care for other people.  And the way we treat our possessions and wealth.  Are we 
holding on to old ways that are not Jesus’ way?  And are we prepared to let them go if they are stopping us 
from following Jesus and loving God with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength? 
 
MONEY and material wealth are perhaps the biggest things in this world that will stop us following God 
with our whole heart.  That’s why Jesus says: “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!”  It’s 
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like saying: “How easy it is for money to stop people from following God.”  “Who then can be saved?”  No-
one.  Not one of us can be saved from the kingdom of this world.  With man this is IMPOSSIBLE!!!  BUT 
with God all things are possible.  God can save us. 
 
A change of heart is needed!  And only God is able to change our heart by His Holy Spirit.  We just cannot 
change on our own. 
 
The rich man went away sad, because he could not let go of his wealth.  He risked his salvation and he went 
away without salvation.  He went away a dead man.  If we are going to be saved, we need to let go of our 
damning dependence on wealth. 
 
And the PROMISE from Jesus is that those who follow Him become part of the family of God. 
Verse 29 - "no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields for me 

and the gospel 
30
will fail to receive a hundred times as much in this present age (homes, brothers, sisters, 

mothers, children and fields—and with them, persecutions) and in the age to come, eternal life. 

 
He’s not saying, “Give God $100 and you’ll get $200 back somewhere down the line!”  He’s saying – I will 
look after you with what’s important.  You won’t miss out on life because I promise you eternal life.  BUT 
you will face persecutions.  You will face difficult times.  But it will be worth it. 
 
Two things I hope we’ll take away from these passages today: 
*** First, DON’T HOLD BACK anything from God.  Use all you have to serve him.  Because God’s more 
interested in what you keep than what you give. 
 
*** Second, LET GO. 
Let go of the things that stop you, or get in the way of you, following God with your whole heart, soul, mind 
and strength.  The more we hold on to the wealth of this world, the more we love it, and the more we become 
inseparable from it.  It’s very, very easy to make money into our god and say: “Greed is good” 
 
Let’s pray.  [To be able to not hold back, and to be able to let go.] 
 


