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Before I begin, I would like you to watch a short comedy sketch with me. It is one 

of my favourites and I hope that you get a laugh out of it. It is kind of short, only 

about 20 seconds, so please watch closely, there is a lot going on. [A Monty 

Python Sketch called: - “the Fish Slapping Dance”, was played. (Type “Fish 

Slapping Dance into You Tube and you will be able to view it)] 

You might recall that Bruce in his sermon on Commitment to God’s Word on the 

13
th
 of January talked about dry times in God’s Word – where you didn’t seem to 

get anything out of your Bible Studies. That resonated with me, because it is 

exactly how I felt not so long ago. So, in a somewhat cheeky frame of mind, I was 

praying one morning along the lines of:- 

“Come on God, you haven’t given me much lately out of your Word, hit me with 

something.” 

Now, I know that what I said to God should have been expressed better. But that 

skit catches it all. There I am, metaphorically slapping God in the face with a small 

fish, and there is God in reply, whacking me with a very large fish – in the form of 

Luke 1. I had such a good time in this passage that I wanted to share it with you, 

and I hope that I can pass on some of the excitement that I felt when I read this 

passage.  

 

In these verses, we see the sovereign plans of God worked out in the lives of his 

people as he prepares for Himself a community which is to receive first John the 

Baptist and then Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

 



Luke begins by giving us his four guiding principles for making a contribution to 

his community. He follows that up with a story filled with people living 

expectantly; ready to receive whatever it is that God has prepared for them. The 

implication is obvious – live like them, be like them.  

So, let’s look firstly at these four guiding principles and then this community living 

an expectant life. 

 

Have you ever tried to make a contribution to a community and found that it has 

failed mightily, despite your best intentions? I ran back through the catalogue of 

my many mistakes along these lines and came up with this one as a means to 

illustrate the point. This is not a funny story- in fact it is still rather painful to 

relate. Back in the early 80’s, Christ Church St Ives ran a thing called summer 

ministry. It consisted of a team of university age students who together ran mission 

based activities for 10 weeks over summer. Friday afternoons we would relax 

around someone’s pool. There was a girl by the name of Sharyn Suttle, who had 

spent the previous six weeks recovering from a back injury. She had summoned up 

the courage to get into the pool. I decided that she needed a huge welcome back 

and so, jumped high into the air and did a big bomb right next to her. It must have 

set her confidence back another six weeks. She got out of the pool and didn’t 

return again that day. I think of it as one of the most appalling things that I have 

done. I meant well. I was just thoughtless in the extreme. If I had thought things 

through in the way that Luke sets out at the beginning of Chapter 1, I’m sure that I 

would have acted differently. 

 

So, what are Luke’s guiding principles? 

Let’s look at verses 1 & 2:- 

    
1
Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been 

fulfilled
[a]

 among us, 
2
just as they were handed down to us by those who from 

the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. 



It is clear from these verses that Luke is in possession of written eyewitness 

accounts, and it sounds like they have been around for a generation because they 

were handed down by eyewitnesses. No-one can be sure, but it looks like he is in 

possession of Mark’s gospel and maybe even Matthew’s gospel, or some early 

version of them. What is beyond doubt is that Luke is not about to write something 

that is inconsistent with these “eyewitness accounts”, but rather, consistent with 

them. Luke steps into the stream of what has gone before. In a way, Luke is saying 

that he is a member of the community of writers; not slavishly copying what others 

have written (which would make him a copycat), nor inventing some new story, 

(which would make him a fraud), but contributing a thorough, thoughtful and 

accurate account.  

And so, here we come to the first principle for making a contribution to the 

community:- 

1. Is it consistent with the scriptures?  

Are we living a life that is based on the Word of God? When we speak and act, is 

that speech and action underpinned by the daily application of the scriptures to the 

way in which we live our lives? This is the very basis for making a contribution in 

community. Is it consistent with the scriptures? 

Turn with me to Verse 3 

3
Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the 

beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most 

excellent Theophilus, 

 

The second principle comes from the first part of that verse – you can see that 

Luke made a careful investigation of everything from the beginning. To 

summarize, Luke had done his homework. 

So that second principle is 

2.  Have you done your homework? 



This has a hundred direct applications for us. Here are some things it made me 

mindful of. When I come to church, have I read the passage that is to be preached 

on, so that I can participate better in the sermon being preached?  Is there someone 

I keep meaning to invite and just never seem to get around to inviting? Am I 

making an effort to know the people in my community, or do their names keep 

slipping from my mind? Have I done my homework? 

The third principle comes from the same verse:- 

 3
Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the 

beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most 

excellent Theophilus, 

You will see that “It seemed good” to Luke to write his account. So the third 

principle is:- 

 “Does it seem good to you? In other words, it’s O.K. to show initiative. 

Now when I first started to think about this, I thought to myself – that can’t be 

right. I’m an Anglican, Anglicans don’t show initiative, we do what we are told!! 

But it was good to dredge that thought up, if only so that it could be dealt with.   

Showing initiative stops us from merely soaking up what is on offer and 

encourages us that we can make a contribution. Is there a way in which you could 

bridge the gap between this service and say, another  service? Could I build a 

bridge between myself and say, the Sunday school? As you look around you, what 

seems good to you – what contribution can you make? Does it seem good to you? 

 

Let’s look at verse 4 together 

 (it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent 

Theophilus,)
4
so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been 

taught. 

 

Luke sees that it will be beneficial for Christians to read his “orderly account”, so 

that their faith might be strengthened. 



So the fourth principle can be summarised as: 

4. “Will it benefit the body of Christ?” 

If it isn’t helpful, don’t do it. Going back to that example of me dive bombing 

Sharyn Suttle. Will it benefit the body of Christ? Absolutely not! 

 

To these four principles, Luke adds a governing attitude. Living expectant lives. 

We turn now to the body of the story and we see Luke describing a community that 

is living in obedience to these principles. But more than that, we see a people 

living expectantly as a community.  Let’s take a look at verses 5-10. 

Luke introduces us to a married couple – Zechariah and Elizabeth. From Verse 6, 

we learn that they are:- 

Living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the 

Lord” 

Reading on in verses 9 and 10, we see that the whole of the community is 

involved. Zechariah is chosen by lot according to custom to enter the sanctuary of 

the Lord – AND:- 

Verse 10 “the whole assembly of the people are standing outside.” 

Not just some, but the whole assembly. Do you begin to sense something special 

about this community that Zechariah and Elizabeth serve. A sense of expectancy? 

A readiness to see God work amongst them? Clearly, they really enjoy what they 

are doing. 

Now, Zechariah has a visit from the angel of the Lord, foretelling the birth of John 

the Baptist. Zechariah doesn’t believe the news and so the Angel strikes him both 

deaf and dumb. Verse 21 tells us that Zechariah had been in the temple a lot longer 

than normal. So the people waiting outside got bored and went home, right? No! 

They waited! Again, evidence of an expectant community. For most of us, delay 

means that things have gone wrong. We get restless and move on to something 

else. But not this community. They actively waited for Zechariah to appear. They 

wondered aloud what could be taking so long, but they waited. 



AND, of course, they were rewarded for their patience. From the world’s point of 

view, they were an insignificant community worshipping the wrong God at the 

wrong time in history. But from God’s point of view, he was preparing them to 

receive first of all John the Baptist, and then Jesus Christ, the Son of God himself 

into their community.  

How like the world we live in now. From the world’s point of view, we are an 

insignificant community worshipping the wrong God at the wrong time in history. 

There is nothing centre stage about what we are doing at All Saints Waitara. 

Here are the headlines from the papers this week:- 

[ The headlines were from the Sydney Morning Herald, three of the headlines were 

to do with sport, one was about traffic congestion and one was about an important 

issue – saying sorry to the stolen generation]. 

Nothing there about the work that God is doing through the local church in those 

headlines. So we can tend to think that the work of God – at least as it relates to us, 

is not centre stage. We might know the drill, but have we lost the thrill? But the 

reality is that the redeeming work of Christ is centre stage. And this is something 

we need to get – to understand. It isn’t the head politicians and movie stars that 

will rule with Christ in eternity, it is those that know and love the Lord Jesus 

Christ. And the really exciting news is that we have a part to play! Right here, right 

now, together, in community. 

Let me ask you, if I may (because I ask myself this question often) Does the 

expectation of meeting with your community fill you with excitement and do you 

look forward to meeting with the people in it? Do you think about the contribution 

that you can make to your community in a way that is similar to Luke’s way of 

thinking? Above all, are you living life with a sense of expectancy, ready to 

receive what God wants to do in and around and through you?  

Amen. 


