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PPT - “Life is like a box of chocolates.  You never know what you’re gonna get.” 

 

In other words, life can be uncertain.  You don’t know what you’re going to get next.  You might have 

heard this week about an 11 month old baby who was picked up in a tornado in Tennessee.  He was 

found by rescuers lying face down in the mud, but still alive!  After being in a tornado!  You never know 

what life will bring you next. 

 

In our reading from Philippians, Paul is struggling with this big idea – you never know what you’re 

going to get next in life, so, as a Christian, is it better to live or die?  If he goes on living, he can do 

God’s work.  But if he dies, he’ll go to be with Jesus in heaven.  And he says in verse 22: 

PPT – “What shall I choose?  I do not know!  I am torn between the two.” 

 

For Paul, death was a very real probability.  People were constantly trying to kill him.  So should he 

keep going?  Is it better for him to escape or to just die?  Verse 20: 

PPT -  
20
I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so 

that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 

 

Paul’s desire is for Jesus Christ to be exalted in his body – either in his life, or in his death.  But what 

attracts Paul to keep living is simply this: To do God’s work.  To share the gospel with people.  To build 

up the church.  To live for the kingdom.  There is nothing else he lives for. 

 

PPT -  “For to me” Paul says in verse 21, “to live is Christ and to die is gain.” 

 

Living IS Jesus.  For some, living is football.  For some, living is work.  Living is family.  Living is 

comfort.  Living is food.  But for Paul, living is Jesus!  Life is all about Jesus. 

 

PPT – And because of his future with Jesus, Paul knows this: that life is like camping – and death is 

like going home.  Paul knows that Christians live with a tension between the temporary and the 

permanent. 

 

PPT - Ill – I used to go camping a lot when I was young, as a Scout.  And every time I went on a camp, 

I made a list of all that I needed.  Only the necessities.  1 change of clothes, one small tent.  one bed roll 

and small sleeping bag, powdered mash potatoes, dehydrated vegies, dried fruit, even dehydrated 

water... I travelled light. 

 

But camp life changed when I got older.  Instead of “roughing it”, instead of taking only what I needed, I 

thought, “why rough it when you can camp in luxury!” 

 

PPT - No more dehydrated food, no more living in one set of clothes.  No more camp fire cooking.  

Bigger bags, camping stoves, airbeds, gas bottles, camping sites with electricity.  You see, when I “grew 

up”, I abandoned the idea of “only having the necessities” and took up the idea of “luxury camping.”  I 

tried to make camping life like home life. 

 

But Paul reminds us that life on earth for the Christian is temporary - like camping.  And at the end, in 

death, you exchange camping life for home life.  Where we are now is only temporary.  That’s why we 

should always feel unsettled.  Because our real home is in heaven.  The interest rate rises don’t matter.  

They’re temporary.  The hail damage on your car, getting married, moving house, changing careers.  

They’re all things that are important to us and worth thinking about seriously.  We need to deal with 
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daily life here on earth.  But we must still remember that they all are temporary things that belong to this 

world.  They are part of camping life.  And when it comes to camping life, we don’t just treat these 

things with apathy, but we must learn the right attitude, which Paul shows us in Philippians 4:11 

 

PPT -  “I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.” 

 

Are you content with this life?  No matter what you DO have and what you DON’T have, are you 

content with simply having Jesus?  Are you content with the knowledge that you have a permanent 

home in heaven?  Or are you living like life on this earth is permanent? 

 

PPT -  blank 

 

Paul has added up all he has, all that he possesses, and he has made a decision: Jesus is worth 

more than anything in this life!  So he’s content.  Because when it comes down to the bottom line – he 

has Jesus. 

 

Now, there’s really nothing wrong with camping in luxury is there?  Nothing wring with enjoying the 

fruits of the earth God has given us.  God doesn’t just give us carrots and celery.  He gives us chocolate 

and strawberries!  But the problems come when we are never content with what we have in this world.  

No matter what we have, we still want more.  And we begin setting up life on earth as if it’s permanent.  

And we become more and more indulgent in our way of life, our homes, our holidays, our career, our 

goals. 

 

If we cannot be content with what we have in this world, whether it’s a little or a lot, then we can not 

begin to understand the riches of having Jesus.  All that we have today could be gone tomorrow,... 

forever,... because life is like a box of chocolates.  We don’t know what we’re going to get next. 

 

Paul wants us to see that what we have in Jesus is not only permanent, it’s overwhelming!  Look at what 

we have in this world.  It’s all passing away.  Everything.  This world is all so worthless.  Your home, 

your car, your career, holidays... all passing away.  But compare those things to the riches we have in 

Jesus and we will understand the words we read in Matthew 16:24: 

PPT -  "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” 

 

You know, I used to look at this verse and think “Jesus is asking too much from us!”  Think about how 

much God calls us to give up.  Think of the great cost of being a Christian in our world.  The sacrifice, 

the ridicule, giving up our own wants and desires.  That’s hard to do these days.  For me at least!  I see 

someone in a really nice home that they own and I want it!  I wish I could live there.  I see a nice big TV 

and I want one!  Luxury holidays and restaurants... these things are appealing to me.  I often lose my 

contentment when I see these things.  How about you?  That’s why I desperately need this reminder – 

Matthew 16:25 –  

PPT -  
25
For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. 

26
What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man 

give in exchange for his soul?” 

 

What good are the things of this world?  Why do you have what you have?  What use is it apart from 

fulfilling a temporary need?  Everything is camping equipment.  Temporary. 

 

Do you see the irony in these verses?  The sacrifice to follow Jesus means turning away from sin and 

decay.  Turning away from destroying our own lives.  Turning away from a temporary world and 

accepting an eternal heavenly home. 

 

Ill – I went on a diet over the last few weeks.  And there are no down sides.  I’m eating food that is 

healthy, food that is good for me.  I feel better.  I’ve lost weight.  I’ve learnt self control.  I save money.  



 3 

There are no down sides!  I’ve given up things that are bad for me and have replaced them with things 

that are good for me! 

 

Friends, can you say to this world “No more!  I have weighed up what you have to offer me and it is 

temporary rubbish compared to what Jesus has already given me!” 

 

Denying yourself, taking up your cross and following Jesus is the most liberating thing we can ever do!  

Because it releases us from the shackles of a world that only offers us temporary things.  Life, for the 

believer, is Christ.  And when this temporary life on earth is over, guess what?  Death is our gain!  We 

will be with Christ!  We can’t lose!  There are no down sides when it comes to eternity. 

 

Simply put, if you can’t let go of the temporary things of the world, you cannot take hold of the eternal, 

permanent life Jesus offers. 

 

PPT -  boat 

Ill – Anchors in the storm. 

I want to finish up by telling you about a man who had a boat.  His boat was anchored in the ocean.   

And one day a huge storm was about to come. The man wanted to save his boat, so he took several ropes 

and more anchors and tied his boat down thoroughly.  Ropes on every corner.  Ropes all the way around.  

Ropes under and over.  This boat wasn’t going to move. 

The problem is, in a storm, the worst thing you can do is tie a boat down like that.  Because when the 

storm comes, the waves wash over it every way and rip the boat to pieces.  Every anchor tears the boat 

in a different direction.  It cannot move around with the ups and downs of the waves.  And his boat was 

destroyed.  Ripped apart by every anchor. 

The man should have had just one anchor.  Then the boat would have been able to move around with the 

waves, ride from side to side, and up and down, and still be anchored to one point. 

 

Life is a storm.  And Jesus is the one permanent anchor we need.  Tying ourselves down in this world 

will tear us apart in every direction. 

PPT -  (Matthew 16:25) “Whoever wants to save his life will lose it.  But whoever loses his life for me 

will find it.” 

 

In life, you don’t know what you’re gonna get next.  Do you? 

The commitment we are called to make is to commit to only one permanent anchor.  Jesus Christ. 

 

This series, we’ve talked a lot about commitment.  Commitment to one another in this community, 

commitment to our neighbours, committing our time and money, committing to God’s Word and 

committing to prayer.  Our reason for living is in what God has created us for – to be in a relationship 

with him and with the people of this world. 

To live is Christ.  To die is gain.  Everything else is temporary. 

 

Let’s pray. 

 


