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Jonah 1 
 

Do you want to see people come to know Jesus? 

What are you prepared to do to make that happen? 

I want to tell you two stories today about people in our world.  Two true stories I hope will help us to 

understand the passage we’re going to look at today in the book of Jonah. 

 

Ill – The first story is in this month’s Southern Cross magazine.  It’s the story about Allan Starr, a 

minister in Riverwood.  Last April, a man came to his door needing help.  Allan gave him a small 

amount of money and the guy left.  The next week he came back.  Allan invited him into his home.  

He spent an hour talking with him.  The man then wanted more money, which Allan couldn’t give 

him, so he pulled out a knife and threatened to stab Allan if he didn’t get more money.  He tied Allan 

up, blindfolded him and put a shirt over his head.  He took Allan’s credit cards, camera and a small 

amount of cash, and then he left.  The police caught him and he’s now awaiting sentencing.  Allan 

said he forgave the guy for what he had done.  But he also said this: “If the man is acquitted or gets off 

lightly, then I might realise whether or not I have really forgiven him.” 

 

That’s a very honest answer, isn’t it?  It would be hard to forgive someone who had done that to you 

or to someone you loved.  Would we really mean it?  How sincere would we be?  Forgiving an enemy 

is hard, and although we might say that we want to see them saved, I think we’re all a bit like Jonah 

when it comes to our enemies.  There are times when we have hearts that do not want to see people 

saved.  Or we’re simply not prepared to do the work.  Especially, perhaps, for our worst enemies. 

  

The story of Jonah is not just about Jonah and God.  It’s a story about us.  It’s a story about ignoring 

God – something we’ve all been guilty of at times.  We live in a world of people who need God in 

their lives, and too often we may find ourselves like Jonah saying: “Let someone else tell them about 

God.”  “Somebody else can do it.”  “I can’t” or “I don’t’ want to.” 

 

As we open up chapter one, the first three verses give us an insight into the rest of the book.  Let’s 

have a look at those verses together: 

 

1 The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 "Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach 

against it, because its wickedness has come up before me."  

God commands Jonah to go and preach to the Ninevites. 

God’s attention had been grabbed by the wickedness of the people of Ninevah.  Ninevah was a major 

city, perhaps a capital city, of the Assyrian Empire – a huge Empire which was increasing in power in 

those days.  They were a nation who posed a big threat to God’s people in Northern and Southern 

Israel.  These guys were Israel’s enemies, and they were nasty enemies.  And so how does Jonah 

respond when God calls him to go to preach to Ninevah? 

 

3 But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish. ... to flee from the LORD.” 

Jonah says “no!” and goes in the opposite direction to Ninevah! 

** MAP 

Why does Jonah do this?  Because Jonah knows what could happen if he does what God asks him to 

do.  He’s not afraid for his safety.  What is he afraid of?  He’s afraid God might save them.  He 

knows that if he goes to Ninevah and warns them that God is going to destroy them unless they stop 

their wickedness, they might actually stop being wicked and God might actually save them!  And he 

didn’t want God to do that.  Jonah wanted to see Ninevah destroyed. 

 

So Jonah jumps on a boat and sails to Tarshish.  And God responds. 

 

4 Then the LORD sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose that the ship threatened 

to break up. 5 All the sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own god.” 
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The sailors on this boat were religious men.  In fact, they followed lots of different gods.  A god for 

every occasion.  And when this sudden storm comes up, so close to land, and unexpected, they 

immediately think that it is a supernatural event.  And they were right.  It was!  So they find Jonah 

and say “Hey, get up and pray to your god too.  The more gods we pray to the better.  Maybe your god 

will notice us and save us.”  And as the sailors pray, they figure that one of them has done something 

wrong to anger one of their gods.  So what do they do? 

 

7 Then the sailors said to each other, "Come, let us cast lots to find out who is responsible for this 

calamity." They cast lots (like drawing straws) and the lot fell on Jonah.  

8 So they asked him, "Tell us, who is responsible for making all this trouble for us? What do you do? 

Where do you come from? What is your country? From what people are you?"  

9 He answered, "I am a Hebrew and I worship the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and 

the land."  

10 This terrified them and they asked, "What have you done?" (They knew he was running away from 

the LORD, because he had already told them so.)  

11 The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked him, "What should we do to you to make 

the sea calm down for us?"  

 12 "Pick me up and throw me into the sea," he replied, "and it will become calm. I know that it is my 

fault that this great storm has come upon you."  

 

The sailors find out that God is angry with Jonah.  And they ask Jonah: “What should we do to 

you?”  And when Jonah tells them to throw him overboard, they try one last attempt to row back to 

land, but fail.  So they pray to Jonah’s God and ask him for mercy as they throw Jonah overboard to 

his death.  And the sea grew calm.  And the sailors feared God. 

 

“17 But the LORD provided a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was inside the fish three days 

and three nights” 

 

Now, it’s important to remember one thing here.  Jonah and the sailors didn’t know that a big fish was 

going to swallow him.  God didn’t say to Jonah – if you jump overboard, I’ll have a big fish pick you 

up in a few moments.  When Jonah realises that God will not let him out of this mission, he basically 

says to the sailors “Kill me”.  Chuck me overboard and let me die.  For Jonah this was the only way 

out.  If he dies, he won’t have to go to the Ninevites.  The mere thought that his enemy, the 

Ninevites, might be saved by God is so repulsive to Jonah that he runs away, and when he can’t 

run away anymore, he prefers to die.  He doesn’t say “Turn the ship around and head for Ninevah”.  

He says “Kill me”.  He would rather die than warn Ninevah. 

 

I don’t want to.  Find someone else.  I would rather die. 

 

The story of Jonah reminds us that our God is the Lord over the whole earth, and he loves the whole 

earth, and he wants to save the whole earth.  God loves everyone, and he has a heart that wants all 

people to be SAVED. No matter what you or I have done, no matter what is in our past, no matter 

how we have treated God, God wants to see all people saved.  He doesn’t WANT people to face the 

eternal judgement of hell.  He wants them to be saved.  Every person.  Do we? 

 

Whatever ministry we are called to do, how easy is it to say “No, not me.  Send someone else.  Other 

people can support this.  Other people can help with that.  Other people can talk to that visitor.  

Someone else can tell that person about Jesus.  Someone else can do it.  But not me.  God, don’t send 

me.” 

 

Ill – The second story I want to share with you is about a young New York girl by the name of 

Catherine Genovese.  On March 13
th
 1964, Catherine, was walking home after work early in the 

morning when a man chased her, jumped on her back and stabbed her several times.  She screamed: 
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“He stabbed me!  Please help me! Please help me!” Some apartment lights went on in nearby 

buildings. 

 

From the seventh floor someone yelled out “Hey, let that girl alone!”  The attacker immediately 

walked away. Catherine crawled to the side of her building, bleeding badly.  No-one helped her. 

 

Five minutes later, the attacker returned. He found her and stabbed her again.  “I’m dying! I’m 

dying!” she cried out. Several people in her building heard her screams. Lights went on once again 

and some windows opened.  No-one helped her. 

 

One man said he wanted to call the police, but his wife thought otherwise. “I didn’t let him,” she later 

said to the press. “I told him there must have been 30 calls already.”  A lady on the second floor heard 

the screams from her window. “I heard a scream for help, three times” she said. “I saw a girl lying 

down on the pavement with a man bending down over her, beating her.”  No-one helped her. 

 

At about 3:25 a.m., Catherine, still bleeding badly, stumbled to the rear of her apartment building and 

by then, the attacker had returned again. He followed the trail of blood to the doorway where 

Catherine lay bleeding, and stabbed her again and killed her. 

 

25 minutes after the third attack, a neighbour finally called the police.  A squad car arrived within 

three minutes and quickly found Catherine’s body in the hallway on the first floor. She had been 

stabbed 17 times. 

The police discovered 38 people who had heard or observed some part of the fatal assault on 

Catherine Genovese which lasted 35 minutes. 

“We thought it was a lover’s quarrel!” one person said. 

“We were afraid,” said another witness. 

There were lots of excuses. 

One person told reporters, “I was tired.” 

 

A woman stabbed 17 times over the space of half an hour.  Finally someone calls the police after it’s 

too late.  They have a name for this phenomena.  it’s called “The bystander effect”.  The more people 

present in an emergency situation, the less likely it is that any one of them will offer to help. 

 

Someone else will do it!  Someone else will do it. 

 

Every day we watch people dying spiritually and eternally as they live their lives without God.  And 

we can have that Jonah attitude: “Someone else can tell them about Jesus”.  “I’m tired”.  “I’m afraid 

of doing that”.  “I’m not comfortable with that”.  “I don’t want to talk to that person”.  And we can 

simply walk the other way like Jonah did. 

 

Or we can say “God, whatever small or large part you want me to play, I’ll do it.  Even though it 

makes me a bit uncomfortable, even though I don’t get on with that person, even though I’m tired, 

even though I think there are 10 people who can do it better than me, if you want me to do it, I will.” 

 

It could be the person next door, the person at work, a visitor at church – that God wants you to step 

out of your comfort zone and talk to.  Perhaps you are the only person who will have the chance to tell 

them about Jesus.  Perhaps you are the best person to tell them.  Or maybe God simply wants you to 

do it.  Obedience is not comfortable.  But neither is disobedience! 

 

Obedience to God challenges us to step outside our comfort zone.  Obedience to God led Jesus to die 

on a cross.  Not comfortable.  But necessary. 

Do you want to see people come to know Jesus?  What are you prepared to do to make that happen? 

Let’s pray. 


