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Sermon – Zechariah 7:1-14; 8:1-23 
“A time for obedience” –  July 13 th, 2008. 

(Sermon outline available) 

Reader’s Digest recently published their “most trusted” list.  They gave people a list of 100 celebrities and 

asked them to rank them according to who they trusted the most. 

*1.  Dr Fiona Wood - Burns specialist 

*Last place, #100, went to Rodney Adler - Former director of One Tel and HIH insurance 

*62.  Kevin Rudd - Prime Minister 

*23.  Queen Elizabeth II  

*11.  Rolf Harris 

*5.  The Wiggles 

 

***Are you a trustworthy person?  Are you honest?  Reliable?  Law abiding? 

Here are three “sets” of questions we could ask ourselves:  Set one: 

• Have you ever sped in your car? 

• Have you cheated on your tax return? 

• Have you ever been given too much change at the shops and kept it? 

The second set is a bit deeper: 

• Have you ever failed to help someone in need? 

• Have you ever ignored the poverty and homelessness in our community? 

• Have you ever ignored injustice because it doesn’t affect you personally? 

The third set is perhaps the most difficult to ask: 

• Have there been times when you’ve not been forgiving? 

• When you’ve been guilty of harsh words or slander or gossip? 

• Times when you’ve thought evil of another person? ... 

• Have you ever failed to show mercy or compassion to another person? 

 

This is what Israel is accused of in Zechariah’s time. 

*PPT – 7:9, 11, 12... 

God said to his people: “Administer true justice, show mercy and compassion to one another... In your 

hearts do not think evil of each other. 

But they refused to pay attention; stubbornly they turned their backs and stopped up their ears.” 

 

Israel had become a nation of dishonest, disobedient people.  Unmerciful, lacking compassion.  They 

ignored justice, they ignored the widows and orphans and they ignored God and his laws.  And here is 

God’s response to their disobedience: 

*PPT – 7:13-14 –  

“When I called they did not listen; so when they called I would not listen’ says the Lord almighty.  “I 

scattered them with a whirlwind among all the nations, where they were strangers.” 

 

God says to them: You can’t go on calling yourselves my people and ignore me!  You can’t say I am your 

God and then ignore justice and compassion and mercy!  So God intervenes.  He disciplines Israel.  He 

allows the Babylonians to attack them and destroy their city and take them into exile.  But why?  What did 

that achieve? 

 

* Ill – In our house we have a thing called “the naughty step”.  When the boys are naughty, they have to go 

and sit on the naughty step for 5 minutes, then they have to apologise for what they’ve done wrong.  But 

in the end, it’s up to them to change their behaviour, or they face the consequences. 

* 
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Is that what God does?  Israel did something wrong.  He sends them into exile.  Sends them to the naughty 

step.  And they were supposed to reflect on how they had ignored God and how they had broken his laws 

(by fasting and mourning).  But they didn’t reflect.  They forgot God.  They ignored God.  God sent them to 

the naughty step and they just ignored him. 

 

Then God lets them return to Jerusalem to build the temple of God.  But they just go on sinning!  Isn’t this 

just a never-ending cycle of sin?  Does God actually have a solution? 

 

Chapter 8 tells us how differently God does things.  What’s amazing is that it tells us about how much GOD 

does when he brings his people back to him.  Listen to these verses: 

* 8:3 – “This is what the Lord says: ‘I will return to Zion and dwell in Jerusalem. ’ ” 

8:7 – “I will save my people from the countries of the East and the West.  I will bring them back to live in 

Jerusalem. 

8:12 – “The seed will grow well, the vine will yield its crops and the heavens will drop their dew. I will give 

all these things as an inheritance to the remnant of this people. 

8:13 – “I will save you” 

8:14 – “I have determined to do good again to Jerusalem and Judah.” 

* 

You see, God has a solution – HE will rebuild them.  HE will do the work.  HE will not only let them return 

from exile, HE will live with them and rebuild them and bless them and change them.  God’s solution is that 

HE will do what THEY cannot do – HE will turn them around. 

 

But WHEN?  When will this actually happen?  We do see God raise up Joshua as priest and Zerubbabel as 

King.  There is SOME restoration.  There is a SMALL temple.  But it’s never as good as God promised.  Israel 

still doesn’t have peace or freedom from the nations around them.  Israel still ignores God.  So when do we 

see this change?  When do we see God really rebuild his people? 

 

500 years after Zechariah, Jesus arrives.   God himself comes to earth.  In Jesus we begin to see the perfect 

picture.  Jesus is completely obedient to the Father.  Jesus restores the blind and lame and sick and demon 

possessed.  Jesus is not only a prophet, he is the high priest and he’s the King over Israel.  In Jesus, we see 

the first part of the picture of restoration.  And we won’t see the second and final part of the picture until 

Jesus returns.  In other words, heaven.  Heaven is the only place where God’s people are finally, 

completely, rebuilt. 

 

* Until then, what we have are two things: 

1. First, in the future, we have the promise of heaven. 

2. Second, right now, we have a response to make.  While we wait for heaven, we have to decide how 

we’re going to live. 

 

*Ill – Every year I plant my cherry tomatoes.  And every year, they grow to about a metre tall, and then 

they fall over.  So I have to put in stakes to hold them up, and I have to fertilise them and water them and 

weed them.  I do all the work.  I plant them in the ground.  I hold them up.  I help them grow.  But they still 

need to do something.  They need to respond.  They need to grow fruit.  And if, in the end, they fail to 

produce the fruit, I pull them out and throw them away. 

 

God does all the hard work in rebuilding his people.  But He requires a response from us.  God wants to see 

fruit in our lives.  We have to accept what he’s done for us.  Basically, what God is saying to Israel then, he 

says to us today: “The one thing you CANNOT do, is ignore me!  So if you are ignoring me, that’s got to 

change.”  And he says this in 8: 9 and 13 –  

*  “let your hands be strong”. 
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In the context of Zechariah, that means “If you’ve decided to follow me, then let your hands be strong to 

build the temple so I can live with you.  For us today it means: If you follow me, then act like it!  With your 

hands, put into action what you SAY you believe.  Remember – WE are the temple of God today!  The Holy 

Spirit lives in US!  So building the temple today means building our lives by being obedient to God. 

 

God is saying: “You cannot go on ignoring my laws and still call yourself my people.  If you continue to 

ignore me, you are on a dangerous path to destruction.  But if you turn around, if you decide to act in 

obedience, if you decide to LIVE like my people, rather than just SAY you are my people, then an amazing 

thing will happen.  8:23: 

*  “In those days ten men from all languages and nations will take firm hold of one Jew by the hem of his 

robe and say, ‘Let us go with you, because we have heard that God is with you.’ “ 

 

This is a picture of the end times.  “In those days” refers to the days we live in now, waiting for the return 

of Jesus.  In those days, people who are obedient to God will be so attractive that the people of this world 

will grab hold of them and say: “I want to follow you because God is with you!”  God’s promise is that 

when we’re obedient to Him, when we follow his footsteps, when we act with justice and truth, mercy, 

compassion and forgiveness, people will flock to us in order to follow God themselves. 

 

And it’s not so hard to imagine if you think of the opposite situation – Imagine a church full of dishonesty 

and distrust.  A church who didn’t care about justice.  A church where people lied and cheated, a church 

full of gossip and slander, a church without mercy or compassion.  A church where people spoke to one 

another with harsh words and stubbornness, a church without forgiveness.  A church who SAID they 

followed God, but didn’t ACT that way.  Who would want to join that church?  Who would want to follow 

their God? 

 

But imagine a church that’s a community of truth and peace.  A place of forgiveness.  A place of trust.  A 

place where there were no harsh words, no gossip, no slander, no false motives, no evil thoughts about 

others.  A place that was full of mercy and compassion and forgiveness.  That’s the church that follows the 

footsteps of Jesus.  A church that is obedient to God.  A church people will grab onto! 

 

God doesn’t want us to SAY we love justice and mercy and forgiveness.  He wants us to ACT.  He wants us 

to BE obedient to him.  What’s interesting in Zechariah is that he’s not even talking about the way we treat 

the rest of the world.  He’s talking specifically about the way we treat ONE ANOTHER.  Before we even 

consider the way we treat the world around us, HOW DO WE TREAT ONE ANOTHER?  Right here.  Right 

now. 

Do you speak unkind words?  Or are you full of compassion? 

Are you unmerciful when you deal with people you find difficult?  Or do you forgive? 

Is there tension in relationships?  Or is there kindness? 

 

Let me leave you with this simple plea from Romans 12:1 

*  “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and 

pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship.” 

 


